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Minutes of the meeting of the South Burnett Regional Council, held in the Council Chambers, 45 
Glendon Street Kingaroy on 11 March 2015 at 9.00am 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillors: 
Cr DW Kratzmann (Mayor), Cr KM Campbell, Cr KA Duff, Cr BL Green, Cr DJ Palmer, Cr DP 
Tessmann, Cr RLA Heit 
 
 
Council Officers: 
Gary Wall (Chief Executive Officer), Lester Schumacher (General Manager Finance, Property & 
Information Technology), Stan Taylor (General Manager Planning, Community & Environment), 
Russell Hood (General Manager Infrastructure) 
 
 

1. Leave Of Absence 

Nil. 
 

2. Prayers  

A representative of the Kingaroy District Ministers Association, Pastor Cam Rub offered 
prayers for Council and for the conduct of the Council meeting. 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

3.1 South Burnett Regional Council Minutes       
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 18 February 2015 as recorded be 
confirmed. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KA Duff, seconded Cr RLA Heit. 
 
That the minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 18 February 2015 as recorded be 
confirmed. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS SECTIONS INCLUDING BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES OF 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

See Business Function Headings 
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4. Portfolio - Governance & Economic Development 

4.01 G&ED - 1428437 - Governance & Economic Development Portfolio Report       
 

Summary 

Governance & Economic Development Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Governance & Economic Development Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DW Kratzmann, seconded Cr RLA Heit. 
 
That the Governance & Economic Development Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
I submit my portfolio report for the period ending 7 March 2015. 
 
During the last three (3) weeks it has been my role to consult and engage with the new Palaszczuk 
Government, predominately senior departmental staff to ensure a smooth transition.  Last week I 
held several meetings and I am pleased to say the outcomes were very positive. 
 
Funding for the Murgon Pool project through the ‘Get Playing Plus’ grants program has been 
secured and that is very timely considering tenders are currently being assessed. 
 
Council’s two (2) projects approved through Royalties for Regions have also been honoured 
meaning the Rail Trail and the second entrance to Swickers will become a reality. 
 
The South Burnett Community Hospital Board has met with the Darling Downs Health Board, Pulse 
Health and a contingent of local Doctors and Health specialists principally regarding ’bed numbers’ 
at the community Hospital.  The correlation between the decrease in numbers at the Community 
Hospital and the increase in private patients ‘choosing’ to be admitted to the General Hospital was 
discussed at length. 
 
I believe all parties are now on the same page and we have a clear way forward.  The South 
Burnett community however must realise that the wonderful facility that we have and is currently 
operated by Pulse Health will only keep its doors open if it is being utilised by residents who have 
private health insurance or gold card holders. 
 
During the last few weeks I have also attended the Agricultural Investment Forum in Toowoomba 
and met with the Tourism Industry Reference Group regarding future Council funding with 
Southern Queensland Tourism.  I have also carried out Disaster Management Training and 
attended the Proston Show on Saturday, which kick started our South Burnett Show circuit for 
2015. 
 
On a sombre note Eleanor and I attended the funeral of our great friend and colleague Ron Dyne 
last Monday.  I also acknowledge and thank Cr Tessmann for his attendance. 
 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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5. Portfolio - Roads & Drainage  

5.01 R&D - 1428451 - Roads & Drainage Portfolio Report       
 

Summary 

Roads & Drainage Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Roads & Drainage Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DP Tessmann, seconded Cr KM Campbell. 
 
That the Roads & Drainage Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Capital Works 
 

• Brights Rd, Nanango 
o This rural road sealing and minor realignment job almost has the earthworks 

complete and much of the installation of the drainage works are being completed.  
This project will be completed in around three weeks’ time and this crew will then 
move to Semgreens Rd at Coolabunia. 
 

• Venman Street, Kingaroy 
o This project involves full reconstruction of the pavement and kerb and channelling.  

Unfortunately, after excavation began it became clear the soil was far more “soupy” 
than originally thought.  The sub soil drainage is being installed which will make a 
huge difference to ensuring this work stays together once completed.  Once this 
work is completed this crew will move to the Markwell Street job in Kingaroy. 
 

• Bunya Highway – Overtaking Lanes at Wooroolin  
o This project involves constructing a widening along the western side of the existing 

Highway as well as a realignment of the Highway itself to improve safety.  We are 
almost ready to start seal on the new section of this highway.  Once this is complete 
the next job will be to remove the current section of the highway and build it up to 
match the new height of the work being completed currently.   
 

• Campbell’s Road Culverts 
o Twin box culverts are being installed to reduce ponding on upstream properties at 

an existing floodway.  Once this work is completed the concrete gang will move to 
Drayton Street streetscape exclusively. 

 
Maintenance 
 
The following roads were given grader maintenance attention, 
 

• Tretham Lane at Boondooma 
• Mercer Springate Rd at East Nanango 
• Snowy’s Knob Rd at East Nanango 
• Usher’s Rd at Coolabunia 
• Edenvale South Rd at Coolabunia 
• Whiterock Rd at Goodger 
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• Wattlecamp Rd at Wattlecamp with shoulder maintenance 
• Memerambi Barkers Creek (Main Road) at Wattlecamp with spot maintenance 
• Mundubbera Durong Rd (Main Road) will pavement rehabilitation 
• Byee Rd (Main Road) shoulder maintenance 
 

There will be a public meeting held at the Ironpot Hall with residents of the Ironpot and 
Burrandowan region to discuss issues relating to road maintenance.  This will be held on 24 March 
with a BBQ dinner to follow.  This meeting was the result of discussions held between myself,  
Cr Heit and the Manager of Roads & Drainage with Carolyn Stone. 
 
Roadside Slashing 
 
Currently there are six slashers and one boom slasher busily working across the region. 
 
Design & Technical Services 
 
Survey and design for the following projects are in the process of being completed and included on 
the program for construction: 

• Blackbutt Town Development project  
This is now in the design stage and will be coming forward for the procurement of pipes 
around May.  

 
• Drayton Street Streetscape 

The footing designs for this project are now completed and ready for work to start once the 
Campbell’s Rd job is completed. 

 
• Street lighting Study 

The streetlight study has been completed for Nanango & Blackbutt; the next town will be 
Murgon.  This study looks at the current arrangement for street lighting and identifies 
potential “blackspots” that need lighting.  Ergon covers the capital cost however Council 
makes a contribution for each light installed on a state wide arrangement negotiated 
between the LGAQ and Ergon. 

 
• Geotechnical Bridge Report 

The report on Weens Bridge and Mondure Rd Bridge has been received by Council and is 
currently being scrutinised.  The report on Campbell’s Bridge will be received later this 
week by Council. 

 
• Semgreens Rd  

The design is finalised and awaiting land resumption to assist with the road realignment, 
between Royles Rd and Bellbird Rd. 

Footpaths 
 

• Blake St in Proston is still in public consultation regarding colour with the community.  
There are two options available to the community, 
 

1) Terracotta brick and an onyx colour in between 
2) Onyx brick and corn colour in between 
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This should be decided upon by the next meeting.  Again this is a $130 000 project funded by 
Council. 
 

Regional Road & Transport Group (RRTG) 
 
The RRTG met in Gympie last Monday to discuss a number of issues, 
 

• The new chairman of the RRTG is Cr Mal Foreman (Mayor of Bundaberg) who replaced 
Ron Dyne who resigned following ill health. 
 

• No Councils in the RRTG were successful in funding for bridges under the federally funded 
Bridges To Recovery.  It was agreed to make contact with Minister Warren Truss regarding 
the eligibility for this program. 

 
Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) 
 
The traffic advisory committee met on the 10th of March, 
 
• Taxi bay into the Kingaroy IGA on Avoca St 

 
• Request for stop signs to be removed at the intersection at Coral St & Fisher St in Kingaroy 

was not supported. 
 

• Speed review into the Nanango Brooklands Rd – 80km zone to be placed further out to the 
intersection of McNamara’s Rd, this will mean an extra 3km of 100km road will be 
converted to 80km/h because of the number of driveways in the rural residential area. 
 

• Request for speed to be reduced in Memerambi township to be lowered to 60km/h was not 
supported. 
 

• Discussion relating to fatigue related crashes along the D’Aguilar Highway between 
Nanango and George Green Rd – investigation to be undertaken as to what can be done in 
terms of signage to keep driver’s attention given the number of fatigue related crashes in 
this situation. 
 

• Parking issues at St Johns Lutheran School, particularly on Ivy St in Kingaroy.  A meeting 
was held between Council, Department of Transport and the P&C was held and 
investigations continue to take place to find a suitable solution. 
 

• Acknowledgement from Department of Transport relating to the speedy approval from 
Council for extensions to a bus route before the start of the school. 

 
Carried 7/0 

FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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5.1 Roads & Drainage (R&D) 

5.2 Design & Technical Services (D&TS) 

 Officer’s Reports 
 
PERCEIVED CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Cr KM Campbell declared a perceived conflict of interest in the following matter and left the 
meeting at 09:18am. 
 
Reason:  Cr Campbell's brother owns land adjoining Benair Road and his nieces and nephews 
own property on Benair Road. 
 

5.2.1 D&TS - 1422706 - Requesting Council consider road name change for Benair 
Road to Reed Road to recognise and honour his family name Reed - from Bunya 
Highway through to Burrandowan Road at Inverlaw       

 

Summary 

A request has been received from Mr Russell Reed to consider the renaming of Benair Road, 
between the Bunya Highway and Kingaroy Burrandowan Road, to Reed Road. The reasoning 
provided in the request is predominantly related to the settlement in the Benair and Inverlaw 
districts being Mr Reed’s grandfather and great uncle.  
 
Benair Road is to the west of Kingaroy located between the Bunya Highway on the southern end 
and Minmore Road to the north. The section of road identified is approximately six (6) kilometres in 
length and has one (1) intersection with Reedy Creek Road. The request has been assessed in 
accordance with Council’s Road Naming Policy. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council  
 

1. refuse the request to rename Benair Road between the Bunya Highway and Kingaroy 
Burrandowan Road to Reed Road, as the proposal is inconsistent with Council’s Road 
Naming Policy, since the proposed name is too similar to the adjoining Reedy Creek Road; 

 
2. recommend that the proposed name 'Reed Road' be added to Council’s Road Naming 

Register for future consideration within the Kingaroy area of the South Burnett due to the 
pioneering aspect associated with the request. 

 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DP Tessmann, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 6/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

ABSENT. DID NOT VOTE - Cr KM Campbell 
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ATTENDANCE: 
 
Cr KM Campbell returned from temporary absence at 9:21am 
 

5.2.2 D&TS - 1423376 - Seeking consideration by comment or objection in relation to 
proposed Permanent Road Closure for One Thirty Road (part) Durong by 19 
March 2015       

 

Summary 

An application has been received by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) for 
a permanent road closure over a portion of One Thirty Road, Durong. The section of road is 
located between Lawsons Broad Creek and Lewis Duff Road and is approximately 60.9 hectares in 
size. The proposal is currently leased by the owners of Lot 2 on BO131 for the purpose of grazing 
for cattle. 
 
It is recommended to Council to respond to Department of Natural Resources and Mines advising 
that Council has no objection with respect to this application. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Chief Executive Officer advise the Department of Natural Resources and Mines that 
Council has no objection to the proposal for a permanent road closure over One Thirty Road 
Durong, subject to the land being amalgamated with Lot 2 on BO131 to continue the existing use 
of cattle grazing. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DP Tessmann, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 

6. Portfolio - Communities, Communication & Arts 

6.1 C - 1428390 - Communities, Communications & Arts Portfolio Report       
 

Summary 

Communities, Communications & Arts Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Communities, Communications & Arts Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr RLA Heit, seconded Cr KA Duff. 
 
That the Communities, Communications & Arts Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
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Communication 
We have been running a survey for the last 2 weeks on whether rate notices should be annual, half 
yearly or quarterly. The survey has been available in all Council offices as well as online through 
survey monkey, on the Council facebook page and website. The survey period is until 16 March 
but to date we have had a good response. I would like to thank the residents who have responded 
and please be assured that we will take on board your input. The recent increase in postal charges 
to $1 per letter is also pertinent to this discussion.   
 
A few people have commented that the survey is not across every ratepayer however there is 
always a trade-off between comprehensiveness versus speed and cost of surveys.  I think short 
quick surveys are a useful tool we can use to inform and enquire of our residents about different 
issues. 
 
TC Marcia 
I would like to commend the Council staff for their extensive preparation work for the Cyclone 
including coordinating the disaster management group, setting up evacuation centres and the 
instant online weather and road updates via the Council facebook page. Fortunately the South 
Burnett had very little damage from Marcia but it is important to be prepared and organised.  Local 
residents are recognising the Council facebook page as the go-to site in emergencies. 
 
Facebook has become very popular and Council has embraced this technology as a great way of 
instantly communicating to large numbers of the community. Currently we have nearly 5000 people 
‘liking’ our page compared to 1300 for Western Downs, 1800 for North Burnett and 2000 for Noosa 
Councils. 
 
Communities 
The inaugural Maidenwell Marathon is an exciting new initiative over the Easter weekend. This is a 
great opportunity to showcase our lovely countryside to those mad enough to want to run 21, 28 or 
42 km or even 56 km. There are shorter courses from 2 km for the less energetic. The committed 
and enthusiastic committee are working hard to make this a great event. 
 
Council was successful in securing $18,800 for the ‘get out get active’ funding. The grant focus is 
to get women into exercise and activities. A health expo will be held on Saturday 9 May at 
Kingaroy Town Hall. Residents will then be able to sign up for the active tasters program of 8 
weeks of gym membership including daycare in different locations across the South Burnett.  
 
The theatre production of Gallipoli a manual of trench warfare was held yesterday at the Town Hall.   
All the South Burnett Grade 9 students attended the day time session to and I attended last nights 
production. It was heavy on dialogue but thought-provoking and insightful. It costs a lot to bring live 
entertainment to the regional areas and in this the centenary of Gallipoli the audience numbers for 
such a pertinent show were disappointing.   
 
Art  
The Wondai Art Gallery is continuing to use the Wondai Town Hall again this month whilst the 
termite problem is being addressed at the gallery. Unfortunately the hungry little critters have been 
very busy and caused a lot of damage.  
 
Libraries   
The Wondai librarian informs me that classes from Wondai State School Prep-9 are visiting the 
library for 30 minute blocks over the next four weeks. She has a wonderful new volunteer who will 
read stories to the younger classes. 
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On Thursday 5 March 2015, twenty-three Proston State School grade one and grade two students, 
visited the SBRC Proston Public Library to listen to the "The Magic Hat". They then created their 
own magic hat masterpieces. The students enjoyed the visit, were courteous and well-behaved, a 
credit to their teacher, Mrs Traci Holland and the Proston State School.  All parties are looking 
forward to repeating the fun and magic again next term. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 Officer’s Reports 

6.2 C - 1428124 - Minutes of the Boondooma Homestead Management Advisory 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17 February 2015       

 

Summary 

Providing a copy of the Minutes of the Boondooma Homestead Management Advisory Committee 
Meetings held on Tuesday 17 February 2015. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council endorses the recommendations and minutes of the Boondooma Homestead 
Management Advisory Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17 February 2015. 
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Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr RLA Heit, seconded Cr KA Duff. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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7. Portfolio - Property (P) 

7.1 P - 1428439 - Property Portfolio Report       
 

Summary 

Property Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Property Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DJ Palmer, seconded Cr BL Green. 
 
That the Property Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Nanango SES Equipment Shed  
The Nanango SES Equipment Shed has been completed to lock up stage. The shed was 
constructed by local builder John Proven. On 18 March local plumbers will commence work on 
installing the external plumbing for the shed. This includes donations from the following 
businesses; 
 

Kingaroy Plumbing Works will provide the pipework 
Fiedler Brothers will provide the Labour 
Wilson’s Plumbing will provide the trench digging  
South Burnett Quarries will provide the sand 

 
Murgon Swimming Pool  
Tenders for the construction of Murgon Pool Amenities, Kiosk and concourse closed on 6 March. 
 
Council Property Staff are evaluating the tenders and will prepare a report for Council to consider 
at the next Council meeting. 
 
After recent discussion with the Deputy Director General, Council has received confirmation that 
the Get Playing Plus grant will be progressing and new funding agreements will be issued to 
Council in the coming weeks. 
 
Nanango Cultural Centre  
Works will commence on 30 March on the removal of the two (2) old cold rooms and the 
installation of one (1) new cold room into the bar area of Stage 1 of the Nanango Cultural Centre. 
 
Update on Land Sales  
Council has fourteen blocks of land at Boondooma Dam under contract. Five blocks remaining for 
sale. LJ hooker will continue to promote the land for sale over the Easter weekend.  
 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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8. Portfolio - Water & Wastewater / Sport & Recreation 

8.01 Water & Wastewater / Sport & Recreation Portfolio Report      
 

Summary 

Water & Wastewater / Sport & Recreation Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Water & Wastewater / Sport & Recreation Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr BL Green, seconded Cr DP Tessmann. 
 
That the Water & Wastewater / Sport & Recreation Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Water & Wastewater 
 
Murgon Water Treatment Plant 
Tenders for the replacement of the filter media at the Murgon Water Treatment Plant closed on  
20 February 2015.  Five (5) tender submissions were received and are being assessed by the 
tender panel.  It is hoped to have the assessment process completed by the end of March with a 
proposal to Council by the end of April so that the works can be completed during this financial 
year. 
 
The inlet pumps for the Water Treatment Plant suffered some damage during the high flow 
experienced in Barambah Creek due to the rainfall from ex-cyclone Marcia.  The pumps are 
currently with specialists in Toowoomba where a full assessment of the cause of the damage is 
being completed and repair work will be completed as quickly as possible.  More information 
regarding what caused the malfunction and damage will be available once these assessments are 
completed.  The plant is currently operating well with a temporary pumping arrangement.   
 
Emergency restrictions were put in place for 4 days to reduce demand slightly so that the stored 
volume of water in the reservoirs could be made up.   
 
Gordonbrook Water Treatment Plant upgrade 
Aquatech Maxcon have taken possession of the site and have commenced some site preparation 
work, including a small amount of vegetation clearing.  Pre-fabrication and some manufacturing 
work is progressing well at Aquatech’s workshop in Ipswich and the design of the plant is 
progressing well. 
 
Kingaroy Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade 
Aquatech Maxcon have commenced on-site earthworks and have their site offices established at 
the Hodges Road site.  They have commenced work on the outfall pipework, as well as some of 
the earthworks associated with infrastructure installation.  The next installation payment under the 
$10 million of funding from the Queensland State Government is due to be claimed by 31 March 
2015. 
 
Sport & Recreation 

 
My report for our meeting today will centre on the club survey that was done in conjunction with 
BIEDO a number of months ago and gives an insight into the overall health of sport in the South 
Burnett. 
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Approximately fifty (50) surveys were sent out to various South Burnett clubs and more than 80% 
were returned. This in itself was a more than pleasing result. The purpose of the survey was to 
determine the current state of the clubs and their requirements for the future. 
 
The results of the survey I have put under eight (8) headings and will now briefly discuss all 
findings under these headings. 
 
Players / Members 
Overall clubs believe they have not got enough of both. The principal reasons given for not joining 
clubs were: 

• A lack of time 
• Affordability 

 
All clubs surveyed believe they are in need of more volunteers and expressed concerns of having 
difficulties recruiting, however most clubs do not have a volunteer co-ordinator or anyone 
designated to recruit volunteers. 
 
With regards to Junior sport, clubs expressed interest in participating in programmes aimed at 
Juniors. The most common barriers against building Junior members were: 
 

• A transient population 
• Costs associated with playing some sports 
• Lack of time / commitment by parents 
• Parental dislike for certain sports ie rugby league 

 
When it comes to club management the survey revealed big numbers of clubs do not review their 
constitution, by-laws or policies on a regular basis, if at all, but most refer to them when making 
decisions.  Most clubs are: 
 

• Without a strategy to attract members 
• Do not have an induction process for incoming committee personnel 

 
The majority of clubs attend workshop training sessions “only very occasionally” but all expressed 
an interest in attending workshops based on: 
 

• Grants 
• Fund raising 
• Promotions 
• Sports coaching 

 
Most stated they preferred weekends for the running of same. 
 
A very high number of clubs are pro-active in providing training to coaches etc but not so 
enthusiastic in providing training for committee in matters of Governance. 
 
This survey came up with some interesting facts when we turn to Grounds & Facilities: 
 

• 75% of clubs lease their grounds from the SBRC 
• 50% own their own facilities ie clubhouse, sheds etc 

 
Most clubs believe they are financially stable however over 50% do not compile an Annual Budget. 
Their finances come from membership fees, grants, sponsorships, fundraising, gate and bar 
takings.  However 75% of clubs believe they need funding assistance. 
 
Social Media also plays a role in the functioning of our clubs. Websites are used to provide 
information about upcoming events but not to attract new members or new sponsors and 75% of 
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clubs surveyed use Facebook to communicate with members. Club newsletters are also still used 
successfully to do the same. 
 
Mr Mayor & Councillors, what you have just heard is a précise review of the survey’s findings. I 
wish to advise that this survey is the first of its kind ever done in the South Burnett and goes 
someway in identifying the health of South Burnett sporting clubs. Some clubs are enjoying better 
health than others but most are experiencing similar problems. How these problems are addressed 
will ultimately decide which sports will be played in the South Burnett in twenty (2O) years’ time. 
 
I sincerely hope that use of these results will ensure all sports survive and, in fact, prosper. 
 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 

8.1 Water & Wastewater (W&W) 

 Officer's Reports 

8.1.1 W&WW - 1426242 - Conversion of Medium Priority Water Allocations to High 
Priority Water Allocations       

 

Summary 

Council currently holds 1550ML of medium priority water allocation within the Boyne and Tarong 
Water Supply Scheme.  This water is currently unable to be used by Council as medium priority 
water is not permitted to be supplied via the Boondooma-Tarong pipeline by SunWater.  The 
Burnett Basin Resource Operations Plan (Statutory Instrument of the Water Act 2000) permits 
medium priority water to be converted to high priority at a ratio of 2.5ML : 1ML when both medium 
and high priority announced allocations are at 100%.  Given that these conditions are currently 
met, Council will be able to apply to convert the medium priority water to high priority allocation. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Chief Executive Officer apply to the Department of Natural Resources and Mines to 
convert water allocation number 6740 Crown Plan AP6975, currently 1550 mega litres of medium 
priority water for agricultural purpose within Zone LA of the Boyne River and Tarong Water Supply 
Scheme, to 620 mega litres of high priority water for any purpose within Zone KA of the Boyne 
River and Tarong Water Supply Scheme. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr BL Green, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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9. Portfolio - Waste, Natural Resource Management, Parks & Environment, 
Indigenous Affairs 

9.01 Waste, Natural Resource Management, Parks & Environment and Indigenous 
Affairs Portfolio Report       

 

Summary 

Waste, Natural Resource Management, Parks & Environment and Indigenous Affairs Portfolio 
Report to Council.  
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Waste, Natural Resource Management, Parks & Environment and Indigenous Affairs 
Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KA Duff, seconded Cr RLA Heit. 
 
That the Waste, Natural Resource Management, Parks & Environment and Indigenous Affairs 
Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
NRM 
 
Staines Road Fire Management Activities 
Contractors are using splatter guns to treat Lantana adjacent to the existing track on Staines Road 
reserve prior to the establishment of a fire trail. 
 
Roadside lantana Program 
Lantana control has commenced in the Goodger Kunioon area west of Nanango. 
 
Annual Ragweed 
Treatment is occurring in Blackbutt and Wengenville 
 
Giant Rats Tail Grass 
All known Giant RatsTail sites on roadsides throughout the region have received another 
treatment. 
 
African Boxthorn Workshop 
NRM staff attended an African Boxthorn control workshop in Bell to exchange information about 
control strategies and treatment trials. 
 
Wild dog and Feral Pig control program 
80 landholders have registered to participate in the March 1080 baiting program and 50 
landholders have registered for the April trapping program to date. 
 
Blackbutt wild dog control group meeting 
NRM staff, Cr Green, Cr Palmer and I attended a meeting with approximately 30 landholders in 
Blackbutt to discuss coordinated wild dog control programs and the formation of a Wild dog control 
group in the Blackbutt Benarkin area. This was a very positive meeting and it will be great to have 
a group to work more closely with Council not only for wild dog control but possibly for weed 
control and other NRM issues. The more landholders that we have working together in coordinated 
groups the more powerful the results will be with the control of feral animals and weeds into the 
future. 
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Biodiversity Project 
Trees have been planted out at the old Wheatland’s tip-rehab site. 
 
Parks & Gardens 
 
Kingaroy Memorial Park 
Installation of new paving in Memorial Park, a stepper paver has been completed. This was done 
by an external contractor and the painting of the Anti-graffiti wall in Memorial Park has been 
completed. 
 
Wondai Cemetery amenities 
Work has started on a new Unisex/ Disabled toilet block inside the Wondai cemetery. 
 
Nanango 
The Banner poles have been erected & the Banners have been put up. 
 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 

10. Portfolio - Finance / Planning 

10.01 Finance and Planning Portfolio Report       
 

Summary 

Finance and Planning Portfolio Report to Council. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Finance and Planning Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KM Campbell, seconded Cr RLA Heit. 
 
That the Finance and Planning Portfolio Report to Council be received. 
 
Financial Report to 28 February 2015 
 
The Financial Ratios are as expected with 16 March being the last day to receive discount for 
payment of the third quarter rate account.  Working cash will continue to improve up to that date. 
With regard to the Comprehensive Income Statement the items to note are: 
 
For Recurrent Revenue 

• Rates, levies and charges - reflects the third quarter levy, 
• Grants, subsidies, contributions and donations – is influenced by the timing of the receipt of 

funds. 
 
For Capital Revenue   

• Grants, subsidies, contributions and donations – is also influenced by the timing of the 
receipt of funds. 

 
For Recurrent Expenditure 
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• Council will note a change in the accounting for Finance Costs compared to the Financial 
Report as presented to the previous General Meeting.  For information, Council pays its 
Debt Service Payments (DSP) annually in advance.  It has been Council practice to 
recognise the full interest expense also in advance.  However the Queensland Treasury 
Corporation (QTC) applies the entire DSP against the Loan Accounts and expenses the 
finance costs quarterly.  Council will now treat the expense the same as QTC by 
recognising the finance cost quarterly. 

 
Capital Program 

• The Capital Program is progressing well with all projects at various stages of completion. 
 
Rate Arrears => 3years 
Council is continuing with its’ assessment of properties with rates remaining unpaid for a period of 
equal to or greater than three years.  A further report is being prepared for presentation to and 
consideration at the General Meeting of Council to be held on 22 April 2015. 
 
Credit Review Financial Year 2015 
The credit review findings were presented to Council on the 18th February 2015 by the Queensland 
Treasury Corporation on behalf of the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning. 
The following findings are of note: 

• Council received a Moderate Rating with a Neutral outlook.  A moderate rating means that 
Council has an adequate capacity to meet its financial commitments in the short to medium 
terms and an acceptable capacity in the long term.  A neutral outlook indicates that there 
are no known foreseeable events that would have a direct impact on the capacity to meet 
its financial commitments.  

• Council has an adequate debt servicing capacity. 
• There is a continued willingness by Council to increase Council controlled revenue integral 

to the long term financial plan taking into account slow growth in its rating base. 
• Council has identified reasonable current and forecast debt levels. 

  
Borrowing approval received for 2015 Financial Year 
Council’s borrowing program for the Financial Year to 30 June 2015 has been approved.  Council 
has budgeted to borrow $9,738,400 to fund part of its capital works program. 
The following projects were identified to be completed using Loan Funds: 
Bridge Replacement Program - $2,100,000, 
Blackbutt Town Development - $3,000,000, 
Memerambi Estate Road and Drainage Works - $2,138,400 (This money will only be borrowed 
subject to the property owners agreeing to enter into Agreements to declare this as a benefitted 
area). 
Kingaroy Water New Reservoir - $2,000,000, 
Transfer Stations - $500,000. 
Council will now seek to borrow these funds from Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC) 
following final determination of the borrowing program by Council. 
 
2015 - 2016 Budget Development 
Council has commenced compilation of the 2015-16 Budget.  A series of workshops has been 
planned over the coming months to analyse the budget submissions from across the organisation 
and to complete the Capital Work Program. 
 
Rating Frequency 
Council is currently considering the frequency of the issue of Rate Notices.  Currently rate notices 
are issued quarterly.  As part of the information gathering process Council is using Survey Monkey 
and an ‘across the counter’ survey of people attending the Customer Services Offices to obtain a 
snapshot of community views.  The Survey will close on 16 March 2015. 
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Valuation 2015 
A valuation of the Region has been undertaken by the State Valuation Service.  The valuations will 
be effective for rating purposes from 30 June 2015.  The State Valuation Service has issued the 
valuations to the landowners.  Council will consider the valuation impact for rating purposes during 
the 2015 – 16 budget development.  That is Council will model the impact on those properties that 
are on either side of the average.  Although the Regions valuation has decreased by 3.86% 
Council will still need to receive the same revenue to meet its operational and capital expenditure 
commitments.  This means that the rate in the dollar will be adjusted accordingly to ensure the 
required revenue is received. 
 
Planning Update: 

 
New Planning Scheme 
Council received written correspondence from the Department outlining the State interest that 
should be expanded in the planning scheme. A meeting with the Department and Council’s 
planning consultants is planned for Tuesday 10 March 2015 to discuss the State’s comments and 
to agree on how best to address the comments. Council’s response together with the State 
comments will be forwarded to the new planning minister for consideration and approval for 
Council to proceed to public notification. 
 
NBN Tower Tingoora 
Council approved a NBN Tower at Tingoora during August 2013 in the plantation to the south of 
the village. The owner of the plantation land is in receivership and NBN no longer has access to 
the land to construct the tower. A new location for the tower is proposed to the north of the village 
in a paddock. The community raised concerns with the new location as it is visually more exposed 
compared to the tower location within the plantation.  A public meeting was attended by Cr Heit 
and Manager of Planning Chris Du Plessis on 25 February 2015 to discuss the implications of the 
application and disseminate information about the application. It was agreed at this meeting to 
extend an invitation to representatives of NBN to attend a future meeting with concerned residents.  
 
This public meeting was held on 5 March 2015, attended by Cr Heit and Chris Du Plessis, and the 
residents were afforded the opportunity to ask questions to the NBN representatives. The NBN 
representatives agreed to approach the new owners of the plantation land to request access so 
that the tower can be constructed in its original position that is more acceptable to the community. 
Copies of the 50 plus submission were provided to the NBN representatives for comment. Council 
is awaiting their response and further information in relation to the questions asked by community 
members present. A report will be forwarded to Council at a future date. 
 
Approved Inspection Programme – Trade Waste Permits 
Council’s plumbing inspectors are supporting Council’s inspection programme to implement the 
Trade Waste policy. This programme involves visiting businesses that have a food license or a 
mechanical workshop to confirm if a pre-treatment device (grease trap or oil separator) is currently 
installed and that a permit has been issued.  In the event that a device is not installed or a device is 
installed but no permit has been issued, the plumbing inspectors provide advice to the business 
owner to obtain a permit for the device and to ensure that it complies with Council’s trade waste 
policy. To date the following number of businesses have been visited: 
 
Murgon - 39 
Wondai - 16 
Proston - 3 
Kingaroy – about to commence. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved Cr BL Green, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the meeting adjourn. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
During the adjournment a citizenship ceremony was held for: 
 
Mrs Marilyn Fox 
Mrs Debra Downie 
Miss Anna Garratt 
Miss Katie Garratt 
Mrs Michelle Garratt 
Mr Peter Garratt 
Miss Philippa Heath 
Mrs Susan Hullock 
Mrs Sian Larney 
 
 
RESUMPTION: 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved Cr RLA Heit, seconded Cr BL Green. 
 
That the meeting resume at 11.00am with attendance as previous to the adjournment 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 

10.1 Finance (F) 

 Officer’s Reports 

10.1.1 F - 1427668 - Monthly Financial Statements       
 

Summary 

The following information provides a snapshot of Council's Financial Position as at 3 March 2015. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the Monthly Financial Report as at 3 March 2015 be received and noted. 
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Key Financial Ratios 
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Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KM Campbell, seconded Cr KA Duff. 
 
That the Monthly Financial Report as at 3 March 2015 be received and noted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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10.1.2 F - 1427604 - South Burnett Regional Council Monthly Capital Works Report       
 

Summary 

The following information provides a snapshot of Council's Capital Works as at 3 March 2015. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the South Burnett Regional Council's Monthly Capital Works Report as at 3 March 2015 be 
received and noted. 
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South Burnett Regional Council Monthly Capital Works Report 
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Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KM Campbell, seconded Cr KA Duff. 
 
That the South Burnett Regional Council's Monthly Capital Works Report as at 3 March 2015 be 
received and noted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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10.2 Planning (P&LM)  

 Officer’s Reports 

10.2.1 P&LM - 1384204 - Forwarding application for Reconfiguration of a Lot (1 lot into 2 
lots) 14 Julie Street, Kingaroy - Lot 59 RP175422 Applicant: Kerrie Ann Colledge 
C/- O'Reilly Nunn Favier       

 

Summary 

Key Point Summary 
• Application for Reconfiguring a Lot (1 lot into 2 lots) and will result in two lots below the 

minimum 2ha lot size in the Rural Residential B Zone; 
• Subject site included within the Rural Residential Zone with Preferred Land Use of Rural 

Residential B under the Kingaroy Shire IPA Planning Scheme; 
• Application is Impact Assessable against the Kingaroy Shire IPA Planning Scheme; 
• Application was publicly advertised between 16 December 2014 and 22 January 2015; 
• Three (3) public submissions were received against the development during the public 

notification period;  
• The proposal does not support current overall character and amenity of the small lot rural living 

in the area; 
• There are no special circumstances of the site that would suggest an expectation of subdivision 

in the way it is applied for; 
• Application recommended for refusal subject to grounds listed below. 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council refuse the Applicants request for a Development Permit for Reconfiguration of a Lot 
(1 Lot into 2 Lots) on Lot 59 on RP175422 located at 14 Julie Street, Taabinga, based on the 
following grounds: 
 
1. The proposal is not considered to be consistent with the overall outcomes of the Rural 

Residential Locality anticipated in the Kingaroy Shire IPA Planning Scheme to support small 
lot rural living that accommodate animal keeping. 

 
2. To allow the proposal would create an undesirable precedent in that lot sizes and configuration 

as proposed would change the character of the area into more cluster development, which is 
not considered to be consistent with the outcome anticipated by the Kingaroy Planning 
Scheme for the Rural Residential B preferred land use area. 

 
3. The proposal is not considered to be consistent with the established rural residential character 

and departs from the minimum lot size (2ha to 3.2ha) and the size of allotments proposed will 
detrimentally impact on the overall character and amenity of the area. 

 
4. The proposal has the potential, if approved to signal a departure from Council’s current policy 

regarding maintaining the existing minimum 2ha lot sizes, established rural residential 
character and small lot rural living activities in the area without establishing special 
circumstances or potential to justify subdivision. 

 
5. Submissions have been received from the statutory public advertising of the proposal which 

reflect clear expectations that this area operate and remain as a minimum 2ha Rural 
Residential zoned land and their views are that, if Council approves this proposal, it would 
create an undesirable precedent for smaller lots. 
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Advice 
ADV1. Attached for your information is a copy of Division 8 of the Sustainable Planning Act 

2009 as regards Rights of Appeal. With respect to Appeal Rights of Applicants, the 
following is drawn to your attention— 

a) the applicant’s Appeal Period commences upon receipt of this advice and expires 
twenty (20) business days thereafter. 

b) should the applicant notify the Assessment Manager (Council) in writing of 
acceptance of the conditions of approval and that it is not intended to make an 
appeal, the Applicant’s Appeal Period is at an end. 

 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr KM Campbell, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 5/2 
FOR VOTE - Cr KM Campbell, Cr KA Duff, Cr BL Green, Cr DJ Palmer, Cr RLA Heit 

AGAINST VOTE - Cr DW Kratzmann (Mayor), Cr DP Tessmann 
 
 

11. Information Section (IS) 

11.1 IS - 1427771 - Reports for the Information of Council       
 

Summary 

List of correspondence pending completion of assessment report 
Delegated Authority Report 
Workplace Health & Safety Report 
Road Maintenance Expenditure Report 
 

Officer's Recommendation 

That the reports be received. 
 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DP Tessmann, seconded Cr DJ Palmer. 
 
That the reports be received. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 

  



SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING – MINUTES - WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH 2015  

 
Cr DW Kratzmann (Mayor) ……….   Page 40 

 

12. General Section 

No Report. 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved Cr BL Green, seconded Cr KM Campbell. 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public for Council discussions in accordance with Section 
275(1)(e) contracts proposed to be made by it, of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
OPEN COUNCIL: 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved Cr DP Tessmann, seconded Cr KM Campbell. 
 
That the meeting resume in Open Council. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 
 
Report: 
 
The Mayor reported that whilst in Closed Session, in accordance with Section 275(1)(e) contracts 
proposed to be made by it, of the Local Government  Regulation 2012, Council considered matters 
concerning Blackbutt CBD Land Sale and Hall Relocation. 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved Cr DW Kratzmann, seconded Cr BL Green. 
 
That the Mayor's report be received 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 
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13. Confidential Section 

13.1 CONF - 1429605 - Blackbutt CBD Land Sale and Hall Relocation       
 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 275(1)(e) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following:  
 

(e) contracts proposed to be made by it 
 

Recommendation 

For the purposes of section 228(6) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves to:- 
 

a) prepare a short list from the persons who responded to Council’s Invitation for Expressions 
of Interest for the Relocation of Blackbutt Community Hall and the Disposal of Land at 
Coulson Street and Muir Street, Blackbutt; and 

 
b) invite written tenders from the persons included on the short list. 

 
Resolution: 
 
Moved Cr DJ Palmer, seconded Cr BL Green. 
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

Carried 7/0 
FOR VOTE - Councillors voted unanimously 

 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 12.22pm. 
 
 
 
Confirmed before me this …………………………….. day of ……………………………2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………… MAYOR 
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