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In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion 
held during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any 
discussion involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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5 DEPUTATIONS/PETITIONS 

5.1 DEPUTATION - JON HOLDEN - PROPOSED ROLLOUT OF 5G MICROWAVE 
FREQUENCIES 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Deputation by Jon Holden. 

SUMMARY 

Jon Holden will be attending at 9:00am to discuss the Health and Safety regarding the proposed 
rollout of the 5G microwave frequencies in the South Burnett region.  
 

BACKGROUND 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Deputation - Jon Holden ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15537_1.PDF
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

6.1 MINUTES OF THE LIVEABILITY, GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE STANDING 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2023 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting held on 
12 April 2023 be received. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting held 
on 12 April 2023   
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MINUTES 
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Standing Committee Meeting 
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MINUTES OF SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
LIVEABILITY, GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD AT THE WARREN TRUSS CHAMBER, 45 GLENDON STREET, KINGAROY 

ON WEDNESDAY, 12 APRIL 2023 AT 9:00AM 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: 

 Cr Brett Otto (Mayor), Cr Gavin Jones (Deputy Mayor), Cr Jane Erkens, Cr 
Danita Potter, Cr Kirstie Schumacher, Cr Kathy Duff, Cr Scott Henschen 

 Council Officers: 

Mark Pitt (Chief Executive Officer), Aaron Meehan (General Manager 
Infrastructure), Peter O'May (General Manager Liveability), Susan Jarvis 
(General Manager Finance & Corporate), Kerri Anderson (Manager Finance & 
Sustainability, Darryl Brooks (Manager Environment & Planning), Jennifer 
Pointon (Manager Community & Lifestyle), Rebecca Humphrey (Manager 
People & Culture), David Hursthouse (Coordinator Development Services), 
Rebecca Bayntun (Manager Corporate, Governance & Strategy), Margie Hams 
(Coordinator Community Development), Leisa Wilson (Grants Officer), Louise 
Reidy (Strategic Procurement Coordinator), Karen Searle (Coordinator 
Corporate), (Kimberley Donohue (Executive Assistant). 

 

1 OPENING 

Cr Schumacher opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. 

2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE / APOLOGIES  

Nil. 

3 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

Cr Duff acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land on which the meeting took place. 

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

I, Cr Kirstie Schumacher inform this meeting that I have a declarable conflict of interest in relation to 
Item 19.2 - Planning & Environment Court Appeals.  

The nature of my interest is as follows: 

This declarable conflict of interest arises due to a close personal relationship whereby my sister lives 
in close proximity to the proposed tower and I currently housesit at property only a few kilometres 
away.  

I propose to leave and stay away from the place where the meeting is being held while this matter is 
discussed and voted on.  
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I, Cr Scott Henschen inform this meeting that I have a declarable conflict of interest in relation to 
Item 19.2 - Planning & Environment Court Appeals. 

The nature of my interest is as follows:  

This declarable conflict of interest arises due to a close personal relationship with my brother in living 
in close proximity to the proposed tower.  

I propose to leave and stay away from the place where the meeting is being held while this matter is 
discussed and voted on. 

 

I, Cr Danita Potter inform this meeting that I have a declarable conflict of interest in relation to Item 
19.2 - Planning & Environment Court Appeals.  

The nature of my interest is as follows:  

This declarable conflict of interest arises due to a close personal relationship whereby my husband 
is a member of the pistol club which is in close proximity to the proposed tower. 

I propose to leave and stay away from the place where the meeting is being held while this matter is 
discussed and voted on. 

 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

5.1 MINUTES OF THE LIVEABILITY, GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE STANDING 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 8 MARCH 2023 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/165 

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Minutes of the Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting held on 
8 March 2023 be received. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 9.06am, Strategic Procurement Coordinator Louise Reidy entered the meeting. 
At 9:07am, Coordinator Corporate Karen Searle entered the meeting. 
At 9:14am, Manager Finance & Sustainability Kerri Anderson entered the meeting via teams. 
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION 

6.1 GIFTING OF MOWER TO BOONDOOMA MUSEUM & HERITAGE ASSOCIATION INC. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Brett Otto 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

The Committee recommends to Council that: 

1. Council gifts the following item of plant and equipment to the Gifting of Mower to Boondooma 
Museum & Heritage Association Inc. as part of the plant and replacement fleet replacement 
program in 2023/2024: 

Mower 4512 – 2018 Grass Hopper 430D Zero Turn  

• 72” Deck  

• 29.1 Hp  

• Based in Parks Murgon/Wondai 

2. Council completes the required maintenance on the mower to ensure it is in workable and 
safe condition prior to transfer. 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/166 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That item 6.1 lay on the table until the June Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing 
Committee Meeting. 

.In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kathy Duff and Scott 
Henschen 

Against: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 

CARRIED 6/1 

 
 

6.1.1 SUPPORT - APPLYING FOR SUITABLE FUNDING OPTIONS  

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/167 

Moved: Cr Jane Erkens 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That the Committee recommends to Council that; 

Council write a letter offering the support of our grant writer for the group to submit a grant to suitable 
funding opportunities to assist them in the purchase of suitable equipment to mow their grounds. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 
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6.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - 2023 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADVOCACY 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/168 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

The Committee recommends to Council: 

That as part of the attendance to the Australian Local Government Association National Assembly 
in June 2023 that briefing meetings to advocate for water reliability including the 25-year Economic 
Roadmap and investment in communications infrastructure  through the Better Connectivity Plan for 
Regional and Rural Australia be requested with: 

- The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP, Minister for the Environment and Water 

- Senator The Hon. Murray Watt, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry & Minister for 

Emergency Management 

- The Hon. David Littleproud, Leader of the Nationals & Shadow Minister for Agriculture 

- Senator The Hon. Perin Davey, Shadow Minister for Agriculture 

- The Hon. Michelle Rowland, Minister for Communications 

- The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and 

Territories 

- Federal Member for Flynn, Colin Boyce MP 

- Llew O’Brien MP, Federal Member for Wide Bay 

Advocacy for mental health and wellbeing of South Burnett residents: 

-     The Hon Mark Butler MP 

-     The Hon Emma McBride MP  

Advocacy for housing needs and outcomes for the South Burnett: 

- The Hon Julie Collins MP, Minister for Housing, Homelessness and Small Business 
 

Advocacy for the Country University Centre in the South Burnett: 

- Senator the Hon Anthony Chisholm, Assistant Minister for Education and Regional 
Development 
 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 
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MOTION 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/169 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That report 8.1 - South Burnett Regional Council Acceptable Request Guidelines Policy – 
Statutory004  be addressed next on the agenda. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 10:02am, Manager Finance & Sustainability Kerri Anderson left the meeting via teams. 
At 10:06am, Manager Finance & Sustainability Kerri Anderson returned to the meeting via teams. 
 
 

8.1 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL ACCEPTABLE 
REQUEST GUIDELINES POLICY - STATUTORY004 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/170 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Acceptable Request Guidelines Policy – Statutory004 be 
adopted as amended with the insertion of the Manager’s positions in the table in 3.1.1 and the 
afterhours on call. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 

8.1.1 QUESTION ON NOTICE - LEGAL ADVICE  

Question on Notice received from Cr Kirstie Schumacher: 

What has been the actutal expenditure to date for seeking legal advice compared to the budgeted 
amount for this financial year and can a summary of what legal advice has been sought be brought 
back to a future standing committee meeting? 
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8.1.2 QUESTION ON NOTICE – COUNILLOR REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Question on Notice received from Cr Kirstie Schumacher: 

How many requests for information have been received and do we track the time and/or the 
expenditure on these requests? 

 

 
 
Attendance: 
At 10:19am, Cr Danita Potter left the meeting. 
At 10:21am, Cr Danita Potter returned to the meeting. 
At 10:26am, Manager Environment & Planning Darryl Brooks entered the meeting. 
At 10:26am, Coordinator Development Services David Hursthouse entered the meeting. 
 

7 PORTFOLIO - CORPORATE GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY, PEOPLE & 
CULTURE, COMMUNICATION & MEDIA, FINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY, ICT & 
BUSINESS SYSTEMS, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION AND ADVOCACY, 
2032 OLYMPICS & PARALYMPICS 

7.1 CORPORATE, GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY, PEOPLE & CULTURE, 
COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA, FINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY, ICT & BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION & ADVOCACY AND 2032 OLYMPICS & 
PARALYMPICS PORTFOLIO REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/171 

Moved: Cr Brett Otto 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That Mayor Otto’s Corporate, Governance & Strategy, People & Culture, Communications/Media, 
Finance & Sustainability, ICT & Business Systems, Community Representation & Advocacy and 
2032 Olympics & Paralympics Portfolio Report to Council be received. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 
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7.1.1 WBBROC REACTIVATION  

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/172 

Moved: Cr Brett Otto 
Seconded: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 

That the Committee recommends to Council that: 

Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer authority to engage with WBBROC as to proactive 
engagement and dialogue in reframing and reactiviation the WBBROC as a matter of strategic 
priority. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
 

MOTION 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/173 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the confidential section 19 be addressed next in the agenda following morning tea. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 

ADJOURN MORNING TEA 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/174 

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Jones 

That the meeting adjourn for morning tea. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 
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RESUME MEETING 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/175 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the meeting resume at 10:58am. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At the resumption of the meeting Manager People & Culture Rebecca Humphrey was present at the 
meeting. 
 

19 CONFIDENTIAL SECTION  

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/176 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 2012: 

19.2 Planning & Environment Court Appeals 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 254J - e of the Local Government 
Regulation, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with legal advice obtained by the local 
government or legal proceedings involving the local government including, for example, legal 
proceedings that may be taken by or against the local government.  

19.1 Performance Review Chief Executive Officer - 2023 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 254J - b of the Local Government 
Regulation, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with industrial matters affecting employees. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 11:00am, Cr Kirstie Schumacher left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a 
declarable conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the 
decision on this matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public 
and stayed away while the matter was discussed and the Mayor took the chair. 
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At 11:00am, Cr Danita Potter left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a declarable 
conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the decision on this 
matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public and stayed 
away while the matter was discussed. 

At 11:01am, Cr Scott Henschen left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a declarable 
conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the decision on this 
matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public and stayed 
away while the matter was discussed. 

At 11:23am, Manager Environment and Planning Darryl Brooks left the meeting. 
At 11:23am, Coordinator Development Services David Hursthouse left the meeting. 
At 11:24 am, Cr Danita Potter returned to the meeting. 
At 11:24 am, Cr Kirstie Schumacher returned to the meeting and resumed the chair. 
At 11:24 am, Cr Scott Henschen returned to the meeting. 
At 11:42 am, Cr Danita Potter left the meeting. 
At 11:44 am, Cr Danita Potter returned to the meeting. 
 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/177 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 11:50am, General Manager Finance & Corporate Susan Jarvis left the meeting. 
At 11:54am, General Manager Finance & Corprate Susan Jarvis returned to the meeting. 
 
At 12:16 pm, Cr Kirstie Schumacher left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a 
declarable conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the 
decision on this matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public 
and stayed away while the matter was voted on and the Mayor Otto took the chair. 
 
At 12:16 pm, Cr Danita Potter left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a declarable 
conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the decision on this 
matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public and stayed 
away while the matter was voted on. 

At 12:16 pm, Cr Scott Henschen left the meeting having earlier informed the meeting of a declarable 
conflict of interest in Item 19.2, and her decision to voluntarily not participate in the decision on this 
matter, left the place at which the meeting was held, including any area for the public and stayed 
away while the matter was voted on. 
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19.2 PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COURT APPEALS 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/178 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That Council note the report for information. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens and Kathy Duff. 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 4/0 

 
 

19.2.1 MCU21/0001 (79 & 81 HALY STREET, WONDAI) 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/179 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Jones 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to mediate and resolve Planning & 
Environment Court Appeal 2922/22 VB 1884 Pty Ltd v South Burnett Regional Council in relation 
to MCU21/0001 (79 & 81 Haly Street, Wondai - Service Station and ancillary food and drink outlet 
and shop) on behalf of Council. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens and Kathy Duff 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 4/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 12:17pm, Cr Danita Potter returned to the meeting. 
At 12:17pm, Cr Kirstie Schumacher returned to the meeting and resumed the chair. 
At 12:18pm, Cr Scott Henschen returned to the meeting. 
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19.1 PERFORMANCE REVIEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER - 2023 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/180 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That Council: 

1. Receives the report on the Chief Executive Annual Performance Review; and  

2. Authorise the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to progress the review with Windsor Group 
as per the original proposal attached to this report. 

3. That Council engage an independent facilitator with the full Council and CEO to 
establish KPI’s for 23/24 financial year to be adopted at the June Ordinary Meeting. 
 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 12:20pm, Coordinator Corporate Karen Searle returned to the meeting. 
At 12:22pm, Strategic Procurement Coordinator Lousie Reidy returned to the meeting. 
 
 

7.2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION COMMISSION COUNCIL CATEGORY 
REVIEW 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/181 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the report be received for information and that a report be brought to a future Liveability, 
Governance & Finance Standing Committee Meeting as part of the review process specifically in 
relation to the appropriate category applying to the South Burnett Regional Council. 

In Favour: Crs Brett Otto, Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy 
Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 12:24pm, Manager Financial Sustainability Kerri Anderson left the meeting via teams. 
At 12:25pm, Cr Brett Otto left the meeting. 
At 12:33pm, Manager People & Culture Rebecca Humphrey left the meeting. 
At 12:40pm, Cr Gavin Jones left the meeting. 
At 12:40pm, Manager Community & Lifestyle Jennifer Pointon entered the meeting. 
At 12:42pm, Cr Gavin Jones returned to the meeting. 
At 12:42pm, Manager Community & Lifestyle Jennifer Pointon left the meeting. 
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8 CORPORATE GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY 

 

8.2 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL GUIDELINES FOR 
COUNCILLORS RECEIVING CUSTOMER REQUESTS AND COMPLAINTS POLICY - 
STATUTORY072 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Guidelines for Councillors Receiving Customer Requests 
and Complaints Policy – Statutory072 be adopted as amended. 

 

 

MOTION – ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL GUIDELINES FOR 
COUNCILLORS RECEIVING CUSTOMER REQUESTS AND COMPLAINTS POLICY 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/182 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Jones 

That item 8.2 lay on the table until the May Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee 
Meeting. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Cr Danita Potter 

CARRIED 5/1 

 
 

8.3 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL DEFENCE SERVICE 
POLICY - STATUTORY013 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/183 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Defence Service Policy – Statutory013 be adopted as 
presented. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

  



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Minutes  12 April 2023 

 

 

Cr BW Otto (Mayor) ……….Page 50 

8.4 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL WORKPLACE HEALTH 
AND SAFETY POLICY - STATUTORY015 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/184 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Workplace Health and Safety Policy – Statutory015 be 
adopted as presented. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 12:56pm, Manager Coporate, Governance & Strategy Rebecca Bayntun entered the meeting. 
At 12:57pm, Cr Danita Potter left the meeting. 
At 12:57pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan left the meeting. 
At 12:58pm, Cr Danita Potter returned to the meeting. 
At 1:00pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan returned to the meeting. 
 

8.5 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL UNREASONABLE 
CUSTOMER CONDUCT POLICY - STRATEGIC033 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/185 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Unreasonable Customer Conduct Policy – Strategic033 be 
adopted as presented. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher and Scott 
Henschen 

Against: Cr Kathy Duff 

CARRIED 5/1 
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8.6 CONFIRMING COUNCILS ATTENDANCE AT LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
QUEENSLAND (LGAQ) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023, LGAQ BUSH COUNCILS 
CONVENTION 2023 AND LGAQ QUEENSLAND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE 2023 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/186 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the Committee recommends to Council:  

1. That Cr Potter attend the LGAQ Queensland Disaster Management Conference 2023. 

2. That Crs Potter, Erkens, Henschen, Jones, Schumacher and Otto attend the LGAQ 
biennial Bush Councils Convention 2023. 

3. That Mayor Otto and Cr Jones attend the Annual LGAQ Annual Conference 2023 as 
delegates and Cr Erkens as the reserve and the following as observers Cr Schumacher, 
Cr Henschen and Cr Potter. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
 

ADJOURN LUNCH 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/187 

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Jones 

That the meeting adjourn for lunch and resume at 2pm. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
 

RESUME MEETING 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/188 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the meeting resume at 2.01pm. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher and Kathy Duff 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 5/0 
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Attendance: 
At the resumption of the meeting Manager Community & Lifestyle Jennifer Pointon was present. 
At the resumption of the meeting General Manager Infrastructure was not present. 
At the resumption of the meeting Cr Scott Henschen was not present. 
 

9 FINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY 

9.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT MUTUAL SERVICES - MEMBER UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/189 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Local Government Mutual Services – Member Update be received for information. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher and Kathy Duff 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 5/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 2:03pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan returned to the meeting. 
At 2:05pm, Cr Scott Henschen returned to the meeting. 
 

9.2 ELECTRICITY SAVINGS - TARIFF REVIEW 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/190 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That Council receive for information the potential savings from a change in Tariff for the site.  

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

9.2.1 QUESTION ON NOTICE - SOLAR PANELS NANANGO VISITOR INFORMATION 
CENTRE  

Question on Notice received from Cr Jane Erkens: 

Has there been any savings with the solar panels being on the Nanango Visitor Information Centre? 

 

 
Attendance: 

At 2:15pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan left the meeting.  
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10 PORTFOLIO - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, ARTS & HERITAGE AND 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

10.1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, ARTS & HERITAGE AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
PORTFOLIO REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/191 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That Cr Potter’s Community Development, Arts & Heritage and Library Services Portfolio Report to 
Council be received for information. 
 
 In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 

Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

10.2 COMMUNITY AND LIFESTYLE OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/192 

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Community and Lifestyle Operational Update be received.  

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 2:18pm, Coordinator Community Development Margie Hams entered the meeting. 
At 2:18pm, Community Grants Officer Leisa Wilson entered the meeting. 
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10.3 REQUEST TO APPOINT PROXY MEMBERS TO THE ART, CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/193 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Committee recommend to Council: 

That they appoint the following individuals as proxy members of the Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Advisory Committee in accordance with the Arts, Culture and Heritage Terms of Reference: 

1. South Burnett Community Orchestra – Susan Mollenhauer 

2. South Burnett Arts Inc. – Dafyd Martindale 

3. Wondai Art Gallery – Maureen Addenbrooke 

4. South Burnett Musical Comedy Society – Andrew Schloss 

5. Blackbutt Art Gallery Inc. – Trish Jacobson 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 2:23pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan returned to the meeting. 
 
 

10.4 BLACK SUMMER BUSHFIRE GRANTS - PROJECT LIST 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/194 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Committee accepts the report for information. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
 
Attendance: 
At 2:35pm, Manager Environment & Planning Darryl Brooks returned to the meeting. 
At 2:35pm, Coordinator Development Services David Hursthouse returned to the meeting. 
  



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Minutes  12 April 2023 

 

 

Cr BW Otto (Mayor) ……….Page 55 

11 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (HEALTH, YOUTH, SENIOR CITIZENS) 

11.1 FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM - QUICK ROUND 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/195 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That in accordance with the approved grant budget and grant guidelines that:  

Remaining funds of $95,000 be allocated for the delivery of the South Burnett Region Façade 
Improvement Quick Round, open to all businesses in all towns in the South Burnett holding street 
frontage, are open to the public and have signage visible from the street. 

 In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 2:37pm, Coordinator Community Development Margie Hams left the meeting. 
At 2:37pm, Community Grants Officer Leisa Wilson left the meeting. 
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11.2 LEASE - BURNETT INLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION (BIEDO) 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/196 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

1. That South Burnett Regional Council resolves that the exception in Local Government 
Regulation 2012 section 236 (1)(b)(ii) applies to Council for the disposal by way of grant 
of a Lease to the valuable non-current asset which is the land comprising part of Lot 2 
on CP M55124, to the Burnett Inland Economic Development Organisation (BIEDO), 
community organisations, other than by way of tender or auction, for a the remaining 
term of the current lease between Council, Burnett Inland Economic Development 
Organisation (BIEDO). 

2. South Burnett Regional Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power to 
negotiate, finalise and execute the Lease between Council, Burnett Inland Economic 
Development Organisation (BIEDO) on terms and conditions the Chief Executive Officer 
reasonably considers are satisfactory to Council. 

3. That South Burnett Regional Council resolves that the exception in Local Government 
Regulation 2012 section 236 (1)(b)(ii) applies to Council for the disposal of unused 
shelving stored at the Old Council Office, 80 Gore Street, Murgon by way of gifting to the 
Burnett Inland Economic Development Organisation (BIEDO). 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

12 PROPERTY & FACILITY MANAGEMENT 

12.1 NEW COMPRESSOR FOR ENGINES AT SOUTH BURNETT ENERGY CENTRE 
NANANGO 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/197 

Moved: Cr Jane Erkens 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Jones 

That the Committee recommends to Council that:  

(i) The compressor for running the historical engines in the South Burnett Energy Centre, 
Nanango is replaced in the 22/23 financial year 

(ii) The replacement of compressor is funded from the Building Capital – Condition 
Assessment Restricted Cash. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 
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13 PORTFOLIO - TOURISM & VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES, SPORT & 
RECREATION AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES 

13.1 TOURISM & VIC'S, SPORT & RECREATION AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES 
PORTFOLIO REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/198 

Moved: Cr Jane Erkens 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That Cr Erken’s Tourism & VIC's, Sport & Recreation and Commercial Enterprises Portfolio Report. 
to Council be received for information. 
 
In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 

Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

14 TOURISM & VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES 

14.1 TOURISM MONTHY UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/199 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Committee receive the report for information.  

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 2:49pm, Manager Community & Lifestyle Jennifer Pointon left the meeting. 
At 2:50pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan left the meeting. 
At 2:55pm, General Manager Infrastructure Aaron Meehan returned to the meeting.  
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15 PORTFOLIO - REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, 
COMMUNITY & SOCIAL HOUSING 

15.1 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND COMMUNITY & 
SOCIAL HOUSING PORTFOLIO REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/200 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That Cr Schumacher’s Regional Development, Development Services and Community & Social 
Housing Portfolio Report to Council be received for information. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

16 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT (INDUSTRY, AGRICULTURE, WATER SECURITY, 
ENERGY AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY) 

16.1 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  2ND MARCH 2023 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/201 

Moved: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the Regional Development Advisory Committee Minutes dated 2 March 2023 be received. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 3:03pm, Manager Environment & Planning Darryl Brooks left the meeting. 
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16.2 MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE FOR THE USE SHORT TERM ACCOMMODATION 84M2 
GFA (WITHING A SECONDARY DWELLING) AT 17 FORK HILL DRIVE, MOFFATDALE 
(AND DESCRIBED AS LOT 22 ON SP221464). APPLICANT: LUSSO RETREATS PTY 
LTD C/- ONF SURVEYORS 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/202 

Moved: Cr Jane Erkens 
Seconded: Cr Danita Potter 

That the report be received for information and note the CEO’s delegation to approve. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 3:10pm, Manager Environment & Planning Darryl Brooks returned to the meeting. 
 

17 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES - (PLANNING, BUILDING, PLUMBING) 

17.1 PLANNING AND LAND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/203 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Scott Henschen 

That the Planning and Land Management Operational update be received for information.  

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

17.2 DELEGATED AUTHORITY REPORTS (1 MARCH 2023 TO 31 MARCH 2023) 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/204 

Moved: Cr Gavin Jones 
Seconded: Cr Jane Erkens 

That the Delegated Authority report be received. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 
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17.3 LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE PENDING COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/205 

Moved: Cr Scott Henschen 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That the List of correspondence pending completion of assessment report as of 3 April 2023 be 
received. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Attendance: 
At 3:16pm, Manager Environment & Planning Darryl Brooks left the meeting. 
At 3:16pm, Coordinator Development Services David Hursthouse left the meeting. 

18 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

18.1 DIVISIONAL SPEND MEDIA/COMM STRATEGY 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/206 

Moved: Cr Danita Potter 
Seconded: Cr Kathy Duff 

That the response to the question regarding Divisional Spend Media/Comms Strategy raised by 
Mayor Otto be received and noted. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

18.2 PROCUREMENT POLICY 
 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/207 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 

That the response to the question regarding the Procurement Policy raised by Councillor Kathy 
Duff be received and noted. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Danita Potter, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and 
Scott Henschen 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 6/0 

 



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Minutes  12 April 2023 

 

 

Cr BW Otto (Mayor) ……….Page 61 

18.2.1 PROCUREMENT POLICY 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 

That the Committee recommends to Council that: 
 
Council amends its Procurement Policy to require that all Local Buy contracts over $200,000 must 
be approved by Council before being awarded the contract. 

 
 

MOTION – PROCUREMENT POLICY 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  2023/208 

Moved: Cr Kathy Duff 
Seconded: Cr Kirstie Schumacher 

That the matter lay on the table until such time as the Procurement Policy is brought back for review. 

In Favour: Crs Gavin Jones, Jane Erkens, Kirstie Schumacher, Kathy Duff and Scott Henschen 

Against: Cr Danita Potter 

CARRIED 5/1 

 
 

20 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Meeting closed at 3.32pm. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Liveability, Governance and Finance 
Standing Committee Meeting held on 10 May 2023. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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7 NOTICES OF MOTION 

7.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - REGIONAL ECONOMIC FUTURES FUND 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Kirstie Schumacher, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance and Finance 
Standing Committee Meeting of Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following 
motion: 
 

MOTION 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

• Council endorses the attached South Burnett Just Transition briefing paper requesting 
$9.35M (in the first instance) from the Regional Economic Futures Fund to enable Council 
to project manage and progress the following proposed scope of works with KBR:   

 

Activity Cost 

estimate 

Demand and viability assessment of the Boondooma to Tarong Pipeline $0.6 million 

Gordonbrook Dam Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Gordonbrook Dam targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Gordonbrook EIS terms of reference $0.25 million 

Procurement, project management, oversight, contract management and 

governance. 

$1.0 million 

Contingency (10%) $1.5 million 

Total $9.35 million 

FURTHER PROJECTS: Awaiting funding announcement 

The Barlil Weir project has been submitted by SunWater to the National 

Water Infrastructure Development Fund – if the project is not funded, the 

following funds will also be sort to continue the Barlil Weir project:  

 

Barlil Weir Detailed Business Case 

Barlil Weir targeted environmental assessments 

Barlil Weir EIS terms of reference 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

 

 

$6 million  

$0.5 million 

$0.25 million 

$6.75 million 
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• That arrangements be made to meet in person and present a copy of this briefing paper to the 
Premier of Queensland, Annastacia Palaszczuk MP, Deputy Premier Hon Dr Steven Miles MP, 
Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Mick de 
Brenni MP, Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and Minister for Public Works and 
Procurement. 

 

RATIONALE 

South Burnett Regional Council has been taken an active role in developing a plan and working 

with local stakeholders for over five years now to improve the region’s water security and grow our 

agricultural outputs.  Our plans are well developed and are built on the Queensland Government 

endorsed business case approach. The purpose of this advocacy is to enable Council carriage to 

continue this locally led process being that Council has the knowledge, professionalism and 

governance systems to manage the next stage of the progress the work undertaken to date.  To 

maintain momentum, we would welcome the opportunity to work with state government to discuss 

the following proposed scope of works further and refine our thinking to ensure value for money 

and shovel ready outcomes for the region. 

Based on the information contained in the attached briefing paper, the anticipated budget for the 

demand assessment and shovel readiness activities will be as follows: 

 

Activity Cost 

estimate 

Demand and viability assessment of the Boondooma to Tarong Pipeline $0.6 million 

Gordonbrook Dam Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Gordonbrook Dam targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Gordonbrook EIS terms of reference $0.25 million 

Procurement, project management, oversight, contract management and 

governance. 

$1.0 million 

Contingency (10%) $1.5 million 

Total $9.35 million 

FURTHER PROJECTS: Awaiting funding announcement 

The Barlil Weir project has been submitted by SunWater to the National 

Water Infrastructure Development Fund – if the project is not funded, the 

following funds will be sort to continue the Barlil Weir project:  

 

Barlil Weir Detailed Business Case 

Barlil Weir targeted environmental assessments 

Barlil Weir EIS terms of reference 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

 

 

$6 million  

$0.5 million 

$0.25 million 

$6.75 million 
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KBR have indicated is possible to have three completed business cases, and the targeted 

environmental assessments, completed within 12 months.   

We have sought to benchmark these activities against other recently commissioned similar 

projects. 

The demand and viability assessment for the Boondooma pipeline is similar to the investigations 

that the council has already undertaken for Barlil Weir, Gordonbrook Dam and Blackbutt.  These 

investigations included a demand assessment and then a viability assessment of specific 

proposals.  The Boondooma investigation has a similar scope and magnitude.  Council funded this 

investigation through a Commonwealth grant and the total fee was approximately $600,000.   

The Government is undertaking three regional water assessments, at a cost of $3.6 million 

each.  The demand assessment only is approximately $550,000 for three areas. 

Accordingly, we consider that providing a budget of $600,000 is reasonable. 

A number of detailed business cases have been undertaken under the NWGA funding 

program.  Therefore, the effort and cost is well understood.  These are large bodies of work, and 

the State Department of Water considers that between 5,000 and 10,000 hours is required to 

deliver a detailed business case in a manner that is consistent with the requirements of the 

Queensland Government, Queensland Treasury, and Infrastructure Australia. 

Accordingly, for three DBCs, it could be expected to cost take 15,000 to 30,000 hours. In addition 

to this effort, should a project be need additional geotechnical or environmental investigations, this 

can add substantially to the cost.  This is common for water storages and pipelines. 

As a benchmark, other single DBCs were provided with the following level of funding: 

 

Detailed 

Business Case 

Scope of project Funding 

provided 

Burdekin to 

Bowen pipeline 

To investigate a pipeline only project to take water from the 

Burdekin River to Bowen.  Includes some pre-construction 

activities. 

$5 million 

Hughenden 

Irrigation Project 

To investigate an off stream storage and pipeline 

network.  Includes some pre-construction activities 

$10 million 

Water for the 

Lockyer 

To investigate a pipeline only project to supply 34,000 ML to 

irrigators in the Lockyer Valley 

$1.4 million 

Emu Swamp Dam To investigate the construction of a 12,000 ML dam and 

distribution network. 

$3.5 million 

Cooranga Weir A very similar weir in the neighbouring region has sought 

funding for a detailed business case.  Funding is yet to be 

approved. 

$7.7 million 

 

The economic road map recommend a number of actions over the next 25 years.  The total cost of 

these actions was estimated to be $300 million, which is more that the total current REFF 

funding.  However, there is enormous value in continuing with the momentum of the road map and 

undertaking the final suite of planning and detailed business cases that would enable these water 

projects to be built. 
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There are two broad steps to undertake: 

1. Demand assessment along the pipeline 

2. Getting shovel ready. 

By endorsing this motion, Council agrees and considers that the next steps are: 

• Meet with state government to discuss this proposal and continue to brief the 

relevant departments on findings of the economic roadmap. 

• Provide briefings to the relevant DGs and Ministers. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN: 

IN7 - Develop a secure and reliable urban and rural water supply system through increased 
allocations, upgraded and renewed infrastructure and pricing models 

GR4 - Support and advocate for the development of an expanded and diversified agricultural 
economy, which may include, for example regenerative agriculture and centre for rural excellence 
and innovation. 

GR12 - Progress the 25 year Economic Roadmap as a priority project further to the National Water 
Infrastructure Development Fund (NWIDF) Water Feasibility Study. 

GR13 - Advocate for and support the options short list as identified in the National Water 
Infrastructure Development Fund (NWIDF) Water Feasibility Study - North and South Burnett 
Options Analysis. 

GR14 - Support our community and key stakeholders to build a plan for our region’s eventual coal 
transition. 

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. v3 Regional Economic Futures Fund Application - 10 April 2023 ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15563_1.PDF
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South Burnett Just Transition 
Regional Economic Futures Fund 
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Regional Economic Futures Fund 

 

South Burnett Just Transition 
Regional Economic Futures Fund 
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Regional Economic Futures Fund 

The Queensland Energy and Jobs plan set out the Government’s plan to transition to a clean 

energy future.  This will have large impacts on regional communities that currently rely on coal 

fired power generation for employment and local prosperity. 

However, the Premier has pledged not to leave regional workers or communities behind, and to 

work with communities to develop regional economic futures strategies for regions with existing 

coal plants. 

Specifically, the Queensland Government is establishing a new $200 million Regional Economic 

Futures Fund (REFF) to support economic and community development initiatives.  The 

Government has committed to working with communities during 2023 to outline the approach for 

delivering this fund. 

The South Burnett Regional Council has been proactively investigating approaches to ensure 

ongoing regional prosperity through the energy transition.  We have developed a 25-year roadmap 

that will fully respond to the employment and social challenges while the Tarong power station 

transitions from a coal-fired power station to a green energy hub. 

Importantly, our plan is to develop a green agricultural precinct that will assist Queensland and 

Australia to reach our collective climate goals, through the development of a green agricultural 

precinct that will employ net zero initiatives. 

 

The economic road map sets out a pathway for the decade long transition for the South Burnett 

region. The funding for this transition will come from multiple sources, and we believe that the 

REFF can be  critical support and funder for the transition. The purposes, goals and approach of the 

economic roadmap closely aligns with the REFF, and South Burnett can become a great example of 

Government support in regional Queensland.  

The balance of this paper set out the key aspects of the economic road map, and proposes some 

early next steps, for discussion. 
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1.1 ROAD MAP TOWARDS A STRONG REGIONAL ECONOMY  

The South Burnett region has great agricultural potential. There is an opportunity to foster and 

grow this potential while supporting Queensland's transition to a cleaner-energy state. The 

economic road map describes how to support the economy, and provide jobs, while the region 

transitions from coal fired power generation to become a renewable energy hub.   

This Economic Road Map will create 732 jobs and $111 million of additional annual agricultural 

production. 

This Economic Road Map represents the best way for the South Burnett to transition to a new, 

green economy.  As the Queensland Energy Plan delivers energy security, this road map will deliver 

food security for a growing South East Queensland population and local employment for 

transitioning workers. 

South Burnett has substantial opportunity to become an agricultural powerhouse, feeding locals 

and establishing new export markets. The region has the right soil, favourable climate, growing 

markets and generations of farming expertise. The only limitation is water availability.   

However, by using only one third of the water stored in Boondooma Dam that is currently used in 

the coal-fired power station, and $300 million of additional investment, four new water schemes 

could be developed. This commitment will result in a new agricultural powerhouse. 

 

 

1.2 THE FUTURE OF THE SOUTH BURNETT 

Currently, approximately 30% of jobs are in agricultural production and food processing. A further 

9% of employment is provided by Tarong Power Station and the associated Meandu mine. 

Figure 0.1 South Burnett employment 
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1.3 TARONG POWER STATION 

The state-owned Tarong Power Station is scheduled to transition to a clean energy hub to provide 

critical system strength, storage, and firming services rather than coal-fired generation by 2035. 

Governments around the world have committed to decreasing carbon dioxide emissions. In 

Australia, the government recently renewed its commitment to the Paris Agreement, pledging a 

reduction of emissions by 43% by 2030, and to net zero emissions by 2050.1 In order to achieve 

this goal, across Australia almost all coal power stations are being phased out over the next 20 

years.   

Tarong Power Station and the Meandu mine employ 732 people. The transition and closure of 

these assets will result is a substantial decline in employment, population and regional prosperity.  

As direct jobs are lost, a further 545 local indirect jobs would be lost, leading to a total loss of 

population between 2,000 and 3,500. While it is understood some employees at the sites are of 

retirement age, the loss of employment opportunities for future generations and the indirect 

impacts to small business who supply goods and services to these sites are significant risks that 

Council would like to work with government to mitigate. 

1.4 JOB-CREATING WATER INFRASTRUTURE 

The Tarong Power Station has access to 30,000 ML of water from Boondooma Dam. Once the 

power station transitions to an energy hub, it is proposed to use the surplus water to create 

employment.  The South Burnett has an abundance of excellent soil, growing conditions and 

generations of farming experience. The region already produces $360 million of agricultural 

production, with emerging export opportunities through the existing transport infrastructure. 

Figure 0.2 Agricultural output in the South Burnett 

 

While other industries could potentially support the transition to a clean future, agriculture is a 

proven job creator.  By contrast, renewal energy projects create relatively few jobs.  For example, 

the State Government has committed $776 million to the Tarong West Wind Farm to construct 150 

turbines.  This investment will create 15 direct ongoing jobs.  By contrast, investing in water 

projects and agriculture, will create substantially more jobs for substantially less money. 

This investigation has confirmed the viability of specific agricultural proposals that will employ 
locals and provide local food security and increase export opportunities. These proposals will 
replace the jobs lost and add $100 million to local agricultural production. 

This report outlines the initial proposals to develop irrigation schemes in the South Burnett.  These 

schemes were identified through a comprehensive Options Analysis conducted in 2020.   
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These three schemes include: 

• Build Barlil Weir: creates 3,000 ML of 90% reliable water. 

• Convert Gordonbrook into an irrigation scheme to provide 1,800 ML 

• Build the Blackbutt irrigation network to supply 2,000 ML 

Table 0.1 Summary of new irrigation schemes 

 Barlil Weir Gordonbrook 
Dam 

Blackbutt 
irrigation 

Total 

Total benefits ($M)  24.0 33.6 34.4 92 

Total costs ($M)  12.9 28.8 24.2 65.9 

Net present value ($M)  11.1 4.8 10.2 26.1 

New ongoing jobs 24 154 116 294 

Water from Boondooma 0 540 2,020 2,560 

Benefit–cost ratio (BCR)  1.86 1.17 1.42  1.40  

The water projects identified will create almost 300 jobs.  In addition to these projects, the 

remaining jobs can be created through building further irrigation infrastructure supplied by the 

existing Boondooma Pipeline supporting irrigation of high value agriculture utilising 8,000 ML of 

existing high priority allocation. 

Further investigation is required to determine the exact location of these additional water 

projects.  However, given the amount of highly productive soil near the existing pipeline, it is 

envisaged that a number of small spurs could be added to create supply nodes. 

The next phase of the investigation is to identify the exact location of these projects, and confirm 

project viability. 

1.5 TAKING THE NEXT STEPS WITH REFF 

The economic road map recommend a number of actions over the next 25 years.  The total cost of 

these actions was estimated to be $300 million, which is more that the total current REFF funding.  

However, there is enormous value in continuing with the momentum of the road map and 

undertaking the final suite of planning and detailed business cases that would enable these water 

projects to be built. 

There are two broad steps to undertake: 

1. Demand assessment along the pipeline 

2. Getting shovel ready. 

1.5.1 Demand Assessment along the pipeline and early viability assessment 

Demand assessments have already been completed for Barlil Weir, Gordonbrook Dam and 

Blackbutt.  These assessments concluded that there was a viable level of demand, at a reasonable 

price.  Based on the established demand, it has been independently recommended that these 

projects be investigated and progressed further. 

By contrast, the project to provide water to irrigators along the existing Boondooma to Tarong 

pipeline has only been considered at a strategic level.  There are suitable soil, climate and growing 

conditions to support high value agriculture.  Before more detailed investigations are done, it is 

essential that the market be tested to ensure that there is strong demand and willingness to pay 

for water. 



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting 10 May 2023 

 

Item 7.1 - Attachment 1 Page 72 

  

Appendix  Choose an item. –  
 

 

The water demand process will be undertaken in accordance with the Queensland Government 

guidelines.  It also must involve direct engagement with existing local famers, value-adding 

industries, existing farmers in the boarder area and investment funds who are interested in water 

projects.  The process will include: 

• Immersion in the area to meet with local farmers, and industry groups.  This allows a 

direct understanding of the needs of potential irrigators and how water constrained they 

are. 

• Initial willingness to pay assessment, based on a combination of crop net margin analysis, 

farm margin analysis and direct interviews with potential customers.  This will allow for a 

price and product range to be developed. 

• Developing an Expression of Interest form and then running the process to ensure that 

potential irrigators are involved.  This will involve: 

o Workshops and meeting to inform potential irrigators of the opportunity 

o Distributing, receiving and collating the EOI 

o Developing a database with the customer demand, which includes potential use, 

volume, desired reliability, price, location, etc 

• Map potential demand and develop a viable distribution network, or series of viable 

networks.  Along the course of the pipeline, it is likely that demand nodes emerge.   

• Each demand node should be separately investigated to determine which are viable, and 

which have the highest priority 

• Develop strategic designs, and cost estimates to allow for ranking and prioritisation of 

each demand node. Combine this with crop types, soil types, willingness to pay. 

• Conclude whether there are opportunities to deliver water through the existing pipeline 

to new customers. 

Once this process is undertaken, the next steps would be to undertake more detailed work to 

confirm viability.  However, before this is done, it is essential that demand is tested.  Without 

customer demand, there is no point in other specific investigations. 

1.5.2 Getting shovel ready - Detailed Business Cases 

The Department of State Development oversees the business case framework.  Before a project is 

committed to, a detailed business case should be undertaken to confirm each aspect of the project 

and its viability.  

It is proposed that a detailed business case be conducted for each of Barlil Weir, Gordonbrook 

Dam and Blackbutt irrigation scheme projects. This will involve a multidisciplinary assessment of 

each project and effectively manage the investment risk for each project through targeted studies 

and recommendations. Some preliminary work on these projects has been assessed as part of 

SunWaters recent Bundaberg and Burnett Regional Water Assessment (BBRWA) process.  

It is proposed we use this information, as well as the preliminary assessments undertaken in the 

South Burnett’s 25 year economic roadmap as a  oundation  or the detailed business cases  The 

assessments for each project will include economic, financial, engineering, sustainability, public 

interest, risk, and multiple other critical assessments. The outcome will be a robust and effective 

recommendation on whether the project should proceed and the implementation plan to take the 

project from the business case through to completion.  
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1.5.3 Environmental Impact Statement – Terms of Reference 

The proposed projects – Barlil Weir, Gordonbrook Dam and Blackbutt irrigation – will have an 

impact on the natural environment in the South Burnett region. The previous studies in the region, 

including the economic roadmap, recommended that further environmental impact assessments 

be conducted in relation to all three projects. The outcome of these assessments may be that one 

or more of the projects is suitable for coordinated process status and requires a for environmental 

impact statement (EIS) under State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971. 

It is recommended that a set of targeted environmental assessments be undertaken for each of 

the three projects to inform the decisions regarding the environmental status of the projects and 

project areas.  

Based on those assessments, a term of reference (TOR) for an EIS will potentially be required for 

one or more of the projects. It is expected that a TOR will be required for at least Barlil Weir, and 

Gordonbrook Dam.  

1.6 COST AND TIMING 

We have developed indictive costs and timings.  This may change as a result of discussions with the 

Department.  However, for transparency, the costs are set out below.  We have sought to 

benchmark these activities against other recently commissioned similar projects. 

The demand and viability assessment for the Boondooma pipeline is similar to the investigations 

that the council has already undertaken for Barlil Weir, Gordonbrook Dam and Blackbutt.  These 

investigations included a demand assessment and then a viability assessment of specific proposals.  

The Boondooma investigation has a similar scope and magnitude.  Council funded this 

investigation through a Commonwealth grant and the total fee was approximately $600,000.   

The Government is undertaking three regional water assessments, at a cost of $3.6 million each.  

The demand assessment only is approximately $550,000 for three areas. 

Accordingly, we consider that providing a budget of $600,000 is reasonable. 

A number of detailed business cases have been undertaken under the NWGA funding program.  

Therefore, the effort and cost is well understood.  These are large bodies of work, and the State 

Department of Water considers that between 5,000 and 10,000 hours is required to deliver a 

detailed business case in a manner that is consistent with the requirements of the Queensland 

Government, Queensland Treasury, and Infrastructure Australia. 

Accordingly, for three DBCs, it could be expected to cost take 15,000 to 30,000 hours. In addition 

to this effort, should a project be need additional geotechnical or environmental investigations, 

this can add substantially to the cost.  This is common for water storages and pipelines. 

As a benchmark, other single DBCs were provided with the following level of funding: 

 

Detailed 

Business Case 

Scope of project Funding 

provided 

Burdekin to Bowen 

pipeline 

To investigate a pipeline only project to take water from the 

Burdekin River to Bowen.  Includes some pre-construction 

activities. 

$5 million 

Hughenden 

Irrigation Project 

To investigate an off stream storage and pipeline network.  

Includes some pre-construction activities 

$10 million 

Water for the 

Lockyer 

To investigate a pipeline only project to supply 34,000 ML to 

irrigators in the Lockyer Valley 

$1.4 million 
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Detailed 

Business Case 

Scope of project Funding 

provided 

Emu Swamp Dam To investigate the construction of a 12,000 ML dam and 

distribution network. 

$3.5 million 

Cooranga Weir A very similar weir in the neighbouring region has sought 

funding for a detailed business case.  Funding is yet to be 

approved. 

$7.7 million 

 

Based on the information above, the anticipated budget for the demand assessment and shovel readiness 

activities will be as follows: 

 

Activity Cost 

estimate 

Demand and viability assessment of the Boondooma to Tarong 

Pipeline 

$0.6 million 

Gordonbrook Dam Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation Detailed Business Case $2.5 million 

Gordonbrook Dam targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Blackbutt irrigation targeted environmental assessments $0.5 million 

Gordonbrook EIS terms of reference $0.25 million 

Procurement, project management, oversight, contract 

management and governance. 

$1.0 million 

Contingency (10%) $1.5 million 

Total $9.35 million 

FURTHER PROJECTS: Awaiting funding announcement 

The Barlil Weir project has been submitted by SunWater to the 

National Water Infrastructure Development Fund – if the project 

is not funded, the following funds will be sort to continue the 

Barlil Weir project:  

 

Barlil Weir Detailed Business Case 

Barlil Weir targeted environmental assessments 

Barlil Weir EIS terms of reference 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

 

 

$6 million  

$0.5 million 

$0.25 million 

$6.75 million 

We have set out the possible timing for the first 12 months of activities.  It is possible to have three 

completed business cases, and the targeted environmental assessments, completed within 12 

months.  This would require the appointment of an experienced team, with substantial resource 

capacity. 
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Activity Indicative 
timing 

Funding committed and work begins May 2023 

Council to prepare tendering documentation June 2020 

Market response to tender and assessment  July 2023 

Lead contractor commences detailed business case and targeted 
environmental assessments 

August 2023 

Completion of Detailed Business Case in accordance with Building 
Queensland / Infrastructure Australia requirements, geotechnical 
investigations and detailed design 

March 2024 

Completion of targeted environmental assessments March 2024 

Preparation of an EIS Terms of Reference May 2024 

1.7 ROLE OF COUNCIL – STRONG GOVERNNANCE 

The council has been taking an active role in developing a plan and working with local stakeholders 

for five years plus.  Our plans are well developed and are built on the Queensland Government 

endorsed business case approach. 

We would ultimately like for the carriage of this process to be locally led, through an organisation 

separate to council.  However, we consider that this first step should be undertaken by council, 

until this group can be established.  We would welcome one of the activities to be development of 

this body.  However, until it is established, council has the professionalism and governance 

systems to manage the next stage of the process.  To maintain momentum, and a seamless 

handover, this should occur once the next tranche of activities is underway.   

1.8 NEXT STEPS 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss further and refine our thinking.  We consider that 

the next steps are: 

• Meet to discuss this proposal.  We would appreciate the opportunity to brief the 

department on findings of the economic roadmap. 

• Support the department to provide briefings the DGs and Ministers. 

• Agree on a scope and milestones to ensure value for money. 
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7.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - MURGON WATER TOWER MURAL 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Brett Otto, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing 
Committee Meeting of Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following motion: 
 

MOTION 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That Council engage with the Murgon community, the Murgon Business and Development 
Association and Stanwell Corporation as to options for the design, painting and funding of a mural 
on the council water tower on the Bunya Highway at the western town entry. 

 

RATIONALE 

The tower is ideally suited to a mural that would complement the murals at Nanango, Kingaroy and 
Blackbutt. 

The attached Mural is at Augathella. 

CORPORATE PLAN  

EC4 Develop and implement a regionally themed Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategic Plan 
incorporating all of our communities. 

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Augathella Mural ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15565_1.PDF
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7.3 NOTICE OF MOTION - GARDEN BED - CORNER OF MACKENZIE & BRAMSTON 
STREETS, WONDAI 

File Number: 04-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Brett Otto, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance & Finance  Meeting of 
Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following motion: 
 

MOTION 

The Committee recommends to Council: 

That council remove the current shrubs and plants within the garden bed at the intersection of 
MacKenzie and Bramston streets, Wondai and plant appropriate low plants and flowers. 

 

RATIONALE 

The community has raised this issue on a number of occasions. 

Ongoing customer requests have been submitted. 

The current shrubs create a visibility issue when turning right out of Bramston street. 

 

CORPORATE PLAN  

EC1 Develop and implement initiatives to enhance community parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities, which may include: tree planting strategy, botanical gardens and perennial (drought 
tolerant) shrubs and flower planting programme. 

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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7.4 NOTICE OF MOTION - PLANTER BOXES IN WONDAI 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Kathy Duff, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing 
Committee Meeting of Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following motion: 
 

MOTION 

That the Committee recommends to Council that: 

• Council relocates the planter box from the front of the closed plumbing works in Wondai to 
the front of the chemist shop at 64 McKenzie St, Wondai; 

• Council plants flowers in the planter boxes to add colour to the CBD area; 

• Council approaches the business owners in Wondai that have planter boxes outside their 
shops and ask if they would agree to water and maintain the plants. 

 

RATIONALE 

A resident Wondai has been asking for over a year if the planter box in front of the old plumbing 
works in Wondai could be moved to in front of their shop. Heather said that if Council moves the box 
to the footpath outside their shop and puts the plants in it then they will weed and water the box and 
maintain it. The resident suggested that all businesses with planter boxes be asked to do the same. 
They are confident that this can be achieved. 

CORPORATE PLAN  

ECI Develop and implement initiatives to enhance community parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities which may include; tree planting strategy, botanical gardens and perennial (drought tolerant) 
shrubs and flower planting programme.  

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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7.5 NOTICE OF MOTION - PREPARATIONS FOR NANANGO’S 175TH CELEBRATIONS 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Kathy Duff, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing 
Committee Meeting of Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following motion: 
 

MOTION 

That the Committee recommends to Council that: 

• Council pressure clean the CBD Nanango footpaths, clean around the bins and do an extra 
special job with the parks and gardens in preparation and prior to the main event of the 10th 
of June 2023. 

• Council provide a marquee to sell merchandise and that we ask staff if there is anyone who 
would like to volunteer to sell memorabilia for the committee. 

• Council provide a full bin service for the day in consultation with the committee 

• Council put some planter boxes with bright flowers in the streets to add some colour to 
enhance the streets for the celebration as requested over a number of years. 

 

RATIONALE 

I attended a recent meeting of NATDA where they were talking about the celebration and as Parks 
and Gardens Portfolio Holder I was asked to follow up on these issues to ensure that the town looks 
as good as it can for the 175th celebrations. 

 

CORPORATE PLAN  

ECI Develop and implement initiatives to enhance community parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities which may include; tree planting strategy, botanical gardens and perennial (drought tolerant) 
shrubs and flower planting programme.  

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

  



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Agenda 10 May 2023 

 

Item 7.6 Page 81 

7.6 NOTICE OF MOTION - DUMP POINT FOR WONDAI SHOWGROUNDS 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

  

I, Councillor Kathy Duff, give notice that at the next Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing 
Committee Meeting of Council to be held on 10 May 2023, I intend to move the following motion: 
 

MOTION 

That the Committee recommends to Council that: 

Council work with the Wondai Showground Management Committee to design and cost a Dump 
Point for the Showgrounds including liaising with the CMCA for a possible subsidy. 

Council consider any additional cost above the subsidy in the 2023/2024 budget. 

 

RATIONALE 

I attended a meeting of the Wondai Showground Management Committee and was asked if Council 
could work with their committee to position and fund a Dump Point on the grounds. They are 
receiving numerous requests from travellers to provide a Dump Point. The caravans and motor 
homes are a major source of income for the committee and a Dump Point would make it more inviting 
and attractive to the travellers. 

 

CORPORATE PLAN  

ECI Develop and implement initiatives to enhance community parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities which may include; tree planting strategy, botanical gardens and perennial (drought tolerant) 
shrubs and flower planting programme.  

 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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8 PORTFOLIO - CORPORATE GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY, PEOPLE & 
CULTURE, COMMUNICATION & MEDIA, FINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY, ICT & 
BUSINESS SYSTEMS, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION AND ADVOCACY, 
2032 OLYMPICS & PARALYMPICS 

8.1 CORPORATE, GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY, PEOPLE & CULTURE, 
COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA, FINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY, ICT & BUSINESS 
SYSTEMS, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION & ADVOCACY AND 2032 OLYMPICS & 
PARALYMPICS PORTFOLIO REPORT 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Mayor 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Corporate, Governance & Strategy, People & Culture, Communications/Media, Finance & 
Sustainability, ICT & Business Systems, Community Representation & Advocacy and 2032 Olympics 
& Paralympics Portfolio 

SUMMARY 

Mayor Otto presented his Corporate, Governance & Strategy, People & Culture, 
Communications/Media, Finance & Sustainability, ICT & Business Systems, Community 
Representation & Advocacy and 2032 Olympics & Paralympics Portfolio Report to Council. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That Mayor Otto’s Corporate, Governance & Strategy, People & Culture, Communications/Media, 
Finance & Sustainability, ICT & Business Systems, Community Representation & Advocacy and 
2032 Olympics & Paralympics Portfolio Report to Council be received. 

Corporate, Governance & Strategy: 

Council participated in Privacy Awareness Week (‘PAW’) – ‘Privacy 101: Back to basics’ from 1-7 
May 2023.  Being part of the Queensland public sector, Council has a responsibility to uphold privacy 
rights and protect and respect information.  The PAW week launch took place on 2 May 2023 with 
information security expert Mr Troy Hunt, CEO of ‘Have I been Pawned’, followed by a panel 
discussion with industry experts.  The livestream can be accessed at oic.qld.gov.au/PAW2023. 

The Customer Service team continue to triage customer counter and telephone enquiries in 
accordance with the guidelines as set out in the Customer Service Charter.  The Blackbutt Office 
which includes QGAP and Services Australia functions have processed 1,859 transactions this 
financial year and issued 205 new number plates to customers. 

Corporate and Governance staff attended the quarterly Governance Village Exchange webinar 
coordinated by LGMA.  The webinars are attended by Governance, Corporate and other staff from 
the majority of Council’s in Queensland.  The main topic during the session was Body Worn 
Cameras.  Discussions took place on what policies and procedures each Council has in place (if 
any) regarding BWC. 

Communications/Media: 

In April 2023, the Media and Communications team progressed the following: 

• Media Releases x 38 

• Media enquiries (via the Media email) x 14 

• Social Media:  
o Facebook: x 109 Posts 
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o Instagram: x 52 Posts 

o LinkedIn: x 2 Posts 

o Twitter: x 9 Posts 

• Printed advertising x 4 

• Graphic design x 70 
 
A list of all media release/enquiries and statistics for April 2023 is available as an attachment to this 
report. 
 
People and Culture: 

Following the nominal expiration of the Field and Officers Agreements 2020, Council commenced a 
bargaining period with relevant unions and staff. On Tuesday 2 May 2023, the proposed Officers 
and Field agreements were successfully voted in favour for by Council staff. Applications will now 
be lodged with the Queensland Industrial Relations Commission to certify the agreements. In 
addition, refresher training was held supervisors and managers in Workplace Health and Safety Act 
due diligence.  
 

Finance & Sustainability: 

At the end of April 2023, Council held $57.94 million in cash and cash equivalents with $47.66 million 
invested with the Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC).   
 
Water meter readings have commenced and some water meters are being replaced under the water 
meter replacement program. 
 
Rates pensioner verification will take place this month via data matching with Centrelink.  Pensioners 
with unmatched data will be advised via post. 
 

ICT & Business Systems: 

Business systems have partnered with the rates team to work through and progress a number of 
process improvements and efficiency items identified as part of the rates review. The objective is to 
improve the time taken to complete everyday business task and improve the accuracy of the data.  

Additionally asset bookings, the first of many improvements discovered through the Plant and Fleet 
review has moved into the testing phase. An identified fault where a user could request to double 
book a vehicle which would create a duplicate entry has now been resolved. Business systems will 
continue to work with the Plant and Fleet team to further progress a range of improvement items.  

 
BACKGROUND 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. April 2023 Monthly Media Report ⇩   
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Media Releases – April 2023: 38 

 
1. 325. Media Release - 22-03-2023 - Approval granted for the 500th Community 

Housing Development 
2. 326. Media Release - 03-04-2023 - Coffee, Cake and Chat in Nanango 
3. 327. Media Release - 03-04-2023 - Mental Health First Aid Training 
4. 328. Public Notice 05-04-2023 - Wondai CBD Streetscape Community Consultations  
5. 329. Public Notice 05-04-2023 - Upcoming Maintenance on Brisbane Valley Rail Trail 
6. 330. Public Notice - 05-04-2023 - School Transport Infrastructure Program Funding 

Announcement 
7. 331. Public Notice - 06-04-2023 - SBRCQ 22 23-113 Invitation to Offer - 

Management & Operation of the Proston Swimming Pool 
8. 332. Public Notice - 06-04-2023 - SBRCQ 22 23-114 Invitation to Offer - 

Management & Operation of Blackbutt Swimming Pool 
9. 333. Public Notice - 06-04-2023 - SBRC 22 23-16 Request for Tender - Management 

& Operation of Murgon Swimming Pool 
10. 334. Public Notice 11-04-2023 - Pre-Qualified Panel Refresh of Tenders for Trade 

Services, Electrical Works, Pest Management and Civil Works 
11. 335. Public Notice - 11-04-2023 - Temporary Closure of Taabinga Cemetery 
12. 336. Public Notice 11-04-2023 - Water Meter Replacement Program – Kingaroy and 

Wondai 
13. 337. Public Notice -12-04-2023 - Notification of Road Works   
14. 338. Public Notice - 12-04-2023 - Temporary Closure - Borchert’s Hill Road Murgon 
15. 339. Public Notice 12-04-2023 - Water Meter Reading Program 
16. 340. Public Notice - 12-04-2023 - SBRCQ 22 23-82 Supply and Delivery of One (1) 

4-Wheel Drive Wide Area Mower with a 3.0m – 3.5m Deck 
17. 341. Public Notice - 12-04-2023 - SBRCQ 22 23-115 Invitation to Offer - Clean Out 

Wedge Pit - Liquid Waste SBRC Nanango Depot 
18. 342. Public Notice 12-04-2023 - ANZAC Day Commemoration Services 2023 
19. 343. Public Notice 12-04-2023 - Taabinga Cemetery to Reopen to the Public 
20. 344. Public Notice 13-04-2023 - SBRC 2223-13 Request for Tender - Management 

Services for Boondooma Dam Caravan & Recreation Park 
21. 345. Public Notice - 13-04-2023 - SBRC 22 23-14 Request for Tender - Management 

Services for Bjelke Petersen Dam Caravan & Recreation Park 
22. 346. Public Notice 13-04-2023 - Mental Health First Aid Training 
23. 347. Public Notice 14-04-2023 - Notice of Budget Committee Meetings 
24. 348. Public Notice 17-04-2023 - South Burnett Express – Rail Trail Relay 
25. 349. Media Release -18-04-2023 - Council Commences 2023 Planned Burn Season 
26. 350. Public Notice 19-04-2023 - New shelters for Lions Park Kingaroy 
27. 351. Public Notice 19-04-2023 - Finishing touches to QEII Park Refurbishment 
28. 352. Public Notice - 20-04-2023 - UPDATED - SBRC 22 23-10 Request for Tender - 

Waste and Recyclables Collection Services 
29. 353. Public Notice 24-04-2023 - Hub in the Pub   
30. 354. Public Notice 24-04-2023 - Wondai Industrial Estate – Community Consultation 
31. 355. Public Notice 24-04-2023 - Potential Discoloured Water in Kingaroy and 

Blackbutt 
32. 356. Public Notice 24-04-2023 - Notice of Works - George Street Carpark Kingaroy 
33. 357. Public Notice 27-04-2023 - Council thanks all involved in ANZAC Day Services 
34. 358. Public Notice - 27-04-2023 Privacy Awareness Week 2023 - Privacy 101; Back 

to Basics 
35. 359. Public Notice - 27-04-23 - Registrations now open for the Festival of the Dams 

2023! 
36. 360. Media Release - 28-04-2023 - Opera Queensland to tour Lady Sings the 

Maroons at Kingaroy Town Hall 
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37. 361. Public Notice 28-04-2023 - Truck wash at Coolabunia Saleyards temporarily 
unavailable 

38. 362. Public Notice 28-04-2023 - Construction to commence at Coolabunia Saleyards 
Complex 

 
Media Releases 22-23 
2022 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 47 42 34 33 33 31 
2023 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
 28 43 34 38   

Media enquiries (received to the ‘Media’ email, excludes phone and other emails): 14 
 
1. 03-04-2023 – News Corp – Council's switch to cashless waste facilities 
2. 04-04-2023 – News Corp – SBRC social housing announcement enquiry 
3. 04-04-2023 – Channel 7 – Housing project enquiry 
4. 04-04-2023 – ABC Wide Bay – Requesting information regarding Queensland Youth 

Week 11-17 April  
5. 05-04-2023 – ABC – Requesting interview regarding end of cash payments at tips in 

the region 
6. 05-04-2023 – Burnett Today - Glyphosate spraying on roadsides 
7. 05-04-2023 – Burnett Today – Wheelchair access at Kingaroy Art Gallery 
8. 11-04-2023 – Burnett News – Requesting information on Cemetery closure 
9. 12-04-2023 – News Corp – Requesting information on Cemetery closure  
10. 13-04-2023 – News Corp – Requesting Council’s plans to upgrade lighting on Lamb 

Street Murgon 
11. 17-04-2023 – South Burnett Online – Requesting update on legal proceedings with 

Aquatec Maxcon 
12. 20-04-23 – Burnett Today – Additional KTP funding  
13. 26-04-23 – News Corp – Seeking information on Council’s unreasonable customer 

Conduct Policy 
14. 26-04-23 – South Burnett Online – Requesting information on Round 6 funding for 

Building Our Regions 
 

Media Enquiries 22-23 
2022 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 23 8 8 9 6 11 
2023 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
 9 13 12 14   

 
Social media: South Burnett Regional Council 

 
Facebook  
@southburnettregion: 109 posts (-19.3%) 
Most engaged post:  
10-04-23 – Did the Easter Bunny visit you last week? - 6,152 reached, 
49 reactions, 4 comments, 10 shares 
 
Followers:  10,015 (+29 from March 2023)  
Page reach: 24,769 (-32.3% from March 2023)  
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Instagram:  52 posts (-13.3%) 
Most engaged post:  
26-04-2023 – Denim Day – Staff and Councillors photo – Boil Water Alert – 414 reached, 18 
likes, 1 share, 0 comment 
 
Followers: 1164 (+8 from March 2023) 
Page reach: 1095 (-6.5% from March 2023) 
 
LinkedIn: 2 posts 
Most engaged post: 27-04-23 – Join our Team - 556 Impressions, 5 Reactions, 33 Clicks, 0 
Comments 
Website clicks: 49 (-41% from March 2023) 
Page visits: 99 (-44.1% from March 2023) 
Followers: 2317 (+13 from March 2023) 
 
Twitter:  9 posts (+80% from March 2023) 
Top Tweet:  
18-04-2023 – ANZAC Day Commemoration Services - 82 impressions, 1 profile click, 0 
retweet, 1 Likes 
Tweet impressions: 551 (+ 13.8% from March 2023) 
Profile visits: 1,059 (+18.2% from March 2023) 
Followers: 485 (+2 followers from March 2023) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social media posts – all platforms 
2022 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 Facebook: 

77 
Instagram: 
59 

Facebook:  
106 
Instagram: 
79  

Facebook:  
65 
Instagram: 
49  

Facebook:  
114 
Instagram: 
91  

Facebook:  
 102 
Instagram: 
77 

Facebook:  
73 
Instagram: 44 

2023 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
 Facebook:  

95 
Instagram: 
52 
LinkedIn: 
- 
Twitter: 
- 
 

Facebook  
109 
Instagram: 
69 
LinkedIn: 
- 
Twitter: 
- 

Facebook: 
135 
Instagram:  
64 
LinkedIn: 
0 
Twitter: 
5 

Facebook: 
109 
Instagram:  
52 
LinkedIn: 
2 
Twitter: 
9 

Facebook:  
 
Instagram:  
 
LinkedIn: 
 
Twitter: 
 

Facebook: 
 
Instagram:  
 
LinkedIn: 
 
Twitter: 
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Enews  
• Council progressed 1 Enews during April 
 

Printed advertising 

• Council progressed two full page ads (Page 4) in the South Burnett Today published on 7 
April and 20 April, Council also progressed a full page ANZAC Day services and road 
closure ad. 

• Council progressed one Murgon Moments ad in April for South Burnett Libraries 
 

Radio advertising 
 

• Radio advertising was progressed for the month of April. 
 

Graphic design – April 2023 
• Website Banners x 2 
• Social media graphics – Public Notices and Canva Designs x 62 
• Signs – 1 x Commercial Vehicles Entering Landfill 
• DL Brochure – 1 x Commercial Vehicles Entering Landfill 
• Murgon ANZAC Day Programme 
• Certificate for Mick Purser’s 100th Birthday 
• Updated Media Release flowchart 
• Community Meeting Flyer 
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8.2 ATTENDANCE - LGAQ BIENNIAL BUSH COUNCIL'S CONFERENCE  2023 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Cr Schumacher attendance at the LGAQ Bush Council’s Conference 2023. 

SUMMARY 

Since the resolution passed at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 April 2023, Cr Schumacher 
has since been invited to be a guest speaker on one of the panels at the LGAW 2023 Bush Council’s 
Conference in Goondiwindi – 25- 27 July 2023. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That Cr Schumacher attend the LGAQ biennial Bush Councils Convention 2023 and accept the 
invitation to be a guest speaker as part of a panel. 

BACKGROUND 

Previous resolution passed at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 26 April 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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9 CORPORATE GOVERNANCE & STRATEGY 

9.1 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL TECHNOLOGY PUBLIC 
ACCESS POLICY - STRATEGIC019 

File Number: 10-05-23 

Author: General Manager Finance and Corporate 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Adoption of the South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019. 

SUMMARY 

South Burnett Regional Council (‘Council’) has developed this policy to establish guidelines for the 
management and implementation of technology for South Burnett Libraries. This policy references 
the Queensland Public Library Standards and Guidelines. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019 be 
adopted as presented. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

No direct financial and resource implications arise from this report which have not already been 
considered in the development of Council’s annual budget. 

LINK TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

Corporate Plan 2021 - 2026 

 

OR2 Achieve community recognition as an ethical Council 
that values and practices community consultation, 
accountable governance and open and transparent 
decision-making 

Operational Plan 2022/2023 Deliver the Council Policy Governance Framework 
aligned to strategic planning and relevant legislation 
incorporating Council’s policies, procedures, forms and 
factsheets 

Promote a high standard of corporate responsibility, 
transparency and accountability in decision making at all 
levels of the organisation in the best interest of Council 
and the community aligning to legislation and Council 
policy 

COMMUNICATION/CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL) 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019 was 
reviewed by Manager Community & Lifestyle, supported by Corporate, Governance & Strategy. 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019 was then 
presented at the Executive Leadership Team Meeting held on 18 April 2023 for endorsement to the 
Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee. 
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The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019 was then 
discussed and reviewed by the relevant General Manager/Manager and Portfolio Councillor at a 
Portfolio Councillor Meeting held on 24 April 2023. 

 

For the purposes of this report, fundamental changes to the current policy are identified within the 
draft policy as text highlighted in yellow. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) 

Queensland Library Standards and Guidelines  

Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld) 

Section 4(b) of the Human Rights Act 2019 requires public entities to act and make decisions 
in a way compatible with human rights. The Act requires public entities to only limit human 
rights in certain circumstances and after careful consideration.  The human rights protected 
under the Act are not absolute. This means that the rights must be balanced against the rights 
of others and public policy issues of significance.  

In the decision-making process, Council is to consider the 23 human rights:  

1. Recognition and equality before the law;  13. Cultural rights—Generally;  

2. Right to life;  14. Cultural rights—Aboriginal peoples and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples;  

3. Protection from torture and cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment; 

15. Right to liberty and security of person;  

4. Freedom from forced work;  16. Humane treatment when deprived of liberty;  

5. Freedom of movement; 17. Fair hearing;  

6. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion 
and belief;  

18. Rights in criminal proceedings;  

7. Freedom of expression;  19. Children in the criminal process; 

8. Peaceful assembly and freedom of 
association;  

20. Right not to be tried or punished more than 
once;  

9. Taking part in public life;  21. Retrospective criminal laws;  

10. Property rights; 22. Right to education;  

11. Privacy and reputation;  23. Right to health services. 

12. Protection of families and children;   

POLICY/LOCAL LAW DELEGATION IMPLICATIONS 

No direct local law or delegation implications arise from this report. 

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

No direct asset management implications arise from this report. 

REPORT 

Customers who utilise South Burnett Libraries public access devices and internet release and 
discharge Council from any liability which might arise from the use of these services. This includes 
any liability in relation to defamatory or offensive material, breach of copyright, personal information 
data breaches and exploitation of personal financial data which may occur as a result of use. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy - Strategic019 ⇩   
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POLICY CATEGORY - NUMBER: Strategic019  
POLICY OWNER: Community & Lifestyle    

ECM ID: 1042275  
ADOPTED:   

 

Technology Public Access Policy 

NOTE: Council regularly reviews and updates its policies. The latest controlled version can be obtained from the Policy 
Register on Council’s intranet or by contacting Council’s Corporate, Governance & Strategy Branch. A hard copy of this 
electronic document is considered uncontrolled when printed. 
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1. POLICY STATEMENT 

South Burnett Regional Council (‘Council’) has developed this policy to establish guidelines for the 
management and implementation of technology for South Burnett Libraries. This policy references 
the Queensland Public Library Standards and Guidelines.  

2. SCOPE 

This policy applies to Council representatives and South Burnett Libraries customers. 

3. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Accessing South Burnett Libraries technology resources implies acceptance of the terms and 
conditions stated in this policy. Customers who utilise South Burnett Libraries public access devices 
and internet release and discharge Council from any liability which might arise from the use of these 
services. This includes any liability in relation to defamatory or offensive material, breach of 
copyright, personal information data breaches and exploitation of personal financial data or any 
breach of copyright which may occur as a result of use. Customers are responsible for their own 
security and protection of data when using public access networks. 

Users should be aware that the d Downloading of illegal information from the internet will be reported 
to the Queensland Police Service.  

3.1. Content 

Council has preventative measures in place on public access services to exclude content that is 
illegal or malicious. These measures do not limit the comprehensiveness of internet searching for 
reasonable research and communication purposes for either staff or public users. 

South Burnett Libraries cannot guarantee the quality of information on the Internet. It is the 
responsibility of the user to determine the validity, quality and relevance of the information accessed.  

Downloading from some sites may require software applications that are not installed on South 
Burnett Libraries public access devices. Sites that require additional software applications are 
prohibited from being installed on South Burnett Libraries public access computers without 
permission from the Chief Executive Officer (‘CEO’). 

Websites and services on the internet are not always secure, and customers must be careful when 
submitting personal details or other information that could be misused.  

It is the responsibility of the user customer to log out of any sites that require a username and 
password after each booking. Customers have the option to restart the public access computer after 
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their session is complete. 

Users are encouraged to visit https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/ for more information about 
staying safe online. 

3.2. Copyright 

Much of the m Material (e.g., software) available on the internet is protected under copyright 
ownership. Users Customers must not breach copyright in material available on the internet. A 
copyright owner is entitled to take legal action against a user who infringes his or her copyright. 
Unless otherwise permitted by the Copyright Act 1968, unauthorised copying of a work in which 
copyright subsists (including digital copying) may infringe the copyright in that work.  

3.3. Access 

South Burnett Libraries provide free internet access at all branches during library opening hours. 

South Burnett Libraries are not responsible for restricting available content or supervising internet 
use. Some material available on the internet is unsuitable for minors If a user customer is under the 
age of 18 years, supervision or restriction of a child’s access to the internet is the responsibility of 
the parent/guardian/carer. South Burnett Libraries public access network has firewalls and other 
security measures in place to minimise the risk of unsuitable material.  

3.4. Public Access Computer Bookings 

To maximise availability and to ensure fair access for all customers, internet portal vouchers will be 
issued in accordance with the following the following guidelines for booking public access computers 
apply: 

• public access computers can be booked for up to one (1) hour with a maximum usage threshold 
of two (2) hours per day; 

• only a maximum of one (1) booking per day;  

• bookings can be made for one (1) session only in advance;  

• bookings may be made in person or by telephone at a South Burnett Libraries branch; 

• bookings can be made on a walk in basis,  

• bookings may be extended if the computer is available;  

• arriving any later than 10 minutes for a booking may result in it being cancelled unless prior 
arrangements are made; 

• a maximum of two (2) people customers may use the same computer per booking;  

•  users customers will be notified where possible if the equipment is unavailable for use;   

• users customers must vacate their workstation when their booking is finished;  

• users customers must supply their own headphones if needed; 

• it is the customer’s responsibility to ensure all documents are saved prior to the end of each 
booking;  

• extra time may be approved at the discretion of the CEO; and  

• Council reserves the right to limit the length or amount of public access computer use and can 
withhold or limit service at any time without cause. bookings can be made for one (1) session 
only in advance;  

3.5. Access to Public Wi-Fi 

Internet portal vouchers will be issued in accordance with the following guidelines: 

• vouchers are provided for up to one (1) hour and may be issued to a maximum of two (2) hours 
per day; and 

• customers who require longer than one hour must book in advance. Extra time may be approved 
at the discretion of the CEO.  
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3.6. Council representative assistance 

Council representative South Burnett Libraries staff will provide basic technology assistance on an 
ad-hoc basis for a maximum of 10 minutes per day. Council representatives Staff are prohibited from 
setting up personal accounts or profiles online on the behalf of customers. Aids and guides are 
available for loan. For customers wanting to further their digital literacy skills, each branch offers tech 
help sessions that cover a range of topics.  More information about these sessions is available on 
the South Burnett Libraries website or customers can enquire at a library branch. 

3.7. Public conduct 

Any equipment malfunction should be reported to Council representatives South Burnett Libraries 
staff immediately. Users Customers should not attempt to repair hardware or alter software settings. 

Unacceptable conduct may lead to the suspension of South Burnett Libraries privileges. 
Unacceptable behaviour includes: 

• destruction of or damage to South Burnett Libraries equipment or software;  

• licence infringement;  

• attempting to modify or gain access to files, password or data belonging to others;  

• display of offensive or inappropriate material; 

• unauthorised monitoring of electronic communications;  

• intentional unauthorised infringement of copyright;  

• harassment, slandering or libelling of others; 

• failure to respond to and/or comply with South Burnett Libraries staff a Council representative's 
directions;  

• use of mobile phones in public areas and at computer workstations. Users customers are 
encouraged to take their private calls away from other customers using the public space areas; 
and  

• attempting to change any system settings or update any of South Burnett Libraries internet 
computer applications. 

If a decision is made to suspend privileges including use of the public access devices and/or internet, 
notice will be given in writing to the user customer and/or their guardian. 

3.8. External Equipment  

All external storage devices used on South Burnett Libraries public access devices will be scanned 
for security threats.  

3.9. Printing 

Users Customers are reminded that they are responsible for payment for all printing generated 
during their bookings.  

4. DEFINITIONS 

CEO means Chief Executive Officer. 

Council means South Burnett Regional Council. 

Council representative means all Councillors and Council employees including permanent, casual 
and temporary employees, apprentices, trainees, contractors, volunteers, and work experience 
students. 

South Burnett Libraries means all library facilities located within and operated by the South Burnett 
Regional Council. 

5. LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 

Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) 

Queensland Public Library Standards and Guidelines  
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6. RELATED DOCUMENTS 

South Burnett Regional Council Schedule of Fees and Charges  

7. NEXT REVIEW 

As prescribed by legislation or May 2025 

8. VERSION CONTROL 

Version Revision Description Adopted Date ECM Reference 

1 Development of policy 19 September 2012 1042275 

2 Review of policy 27 April 2022 1042276 

 
 
 
 
Mark Pitt PSM 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
Date:  
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9.2 ADOPTION OF THE SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL REVENUE POLICY 
2023/2024 - STATUTORY005 

File Number: 10-05-23 

Author: General Manager Finance and Corporate 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Adoption of the South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005. 

SUMMARY 

South Burnett Regional Council (‘Council’) intends to achieve an equitable distribution of the cost of 
its operations between different groups of ratepayers. In seeking to achieve this equitable 
distribution, Council’s view is that every ratepayer should contribute at least at a basic level to the 
cost of operations of the Council. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee recommends to Council: 

That the South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 be adopted as 
presented. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

No direct financial and resource implications arise from this report which have not already been 
considered in the development of Council’s annual budget. 

LINK TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

Corporate Plan 2021 - 2026 

 

OR2 Achieve community recognition as an ethical Council 
that values and practices community consultation, 
accountable governance and open and transparent 
decision-making 

Operational Plan 2022/2023 Deliver the Council Policy Governance Framework 
aligned to strategic planning and relevant legislation 
incorporating Council’s policies, procedures, forms and 
factsheets 

Promote a high standard of corporate responsibility, 
transparency and accountability in decision making at all 
levels of the organisation in the best interest of Council 
and the community aligning to legislation and Council 
policy 

COMMUNICATION/CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL) 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 was reviewed 
by General Manager Finance & Corporate, Manager Finance & Sustainability, supported by 
Corporate, Governance & Strategy. 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 was then 
presented at the Executive Leadership Team Meeting held on 18 April 2023 for endorsement to the 
Budget Committee. 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Technology Public Access Policy – Strategic019 was then 
presented to the Budget Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2023 for endorsement to the General 
Council Meeting. 
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The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 was then 
presented to the General Council Meeting held on 26 April 2023 for adoption where a resolution was 
raised that item 10.6 - South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 
be considered to be repealed and consideration given to the adoption of an amended policy at the 
May Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

The Draft South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory005 was then 
presented to the Executive Leadership Team Meeting held on 2 May 2023.  

An amendment has been made in clause 3.3. Concessions of Rates and Charges. This amendment 
is directly quoted from Section 120(1)(b) under Part 10 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

This amendment will be incorporated into South Burnett Regional Council’s Revenue Statement 
2023/2024 which is adopted by resolution annually in line with South Burnett Regional Council’s 
Budget. 

For the purposes of this report, fundamental changes to the current policy are identified within the 
draft policy as text highlighted in yellow. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

Local Government Act 2009 (Qld) 

Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) 

Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld) 

Section 4(b) of the Human Rights Act 2019 requires public entities to act and make decisions 
in a way compatible with human rights. The Act requires public entities to only limit human 
rights in certain circumstances and after careful consideration.  The human rights protected 
under the Act are not absolute. This means that the rights must be balanced against the rights 
of others and public policy issues of significance.  

In the decision-making process, Council is to consider the 23 human rights:  

1. Recognition and equality before the law;  13. Cultural rights—Generally;  

2. Right to life;  14. Cultural rights—Aboriginal peoples and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples;  

3. Protection from torture and cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment; 

15. Right to liberty and security of person;  

4. Freedom from forced work;  16. Humane treatment when deprived of liberty;  

5. Freedom of movement; 17. Fair hearing;  

6. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion 
and belief;  

18. Rights in criminal proceedings;  

7. Freedom of expression;  19. Children in the criminal process; 

8. Peaceful assembly and freedom of 
association;  

20. Right not to be tried or punished more than 
once;  

9. Taking part in public life;  21. Retrospective criminal laws;  

10. Property rights; 22. Right to education;  

11. Privacy and reputation;  23. Right to health services. 

12. Protection of families and children;   

POLICY/LOCAL LAW DELEGATION IMPLICATIONS 

No direct local law or delegation implications arise from this report. 
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ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

No direct asset management implications arise from this report. 

REPORT 

This policy applies to all Council representatives. A Revenue Policy forms part of Council’s budget 
each year. The Local Government Regulation 2012 (‘Regulation’) identifies the matters that a local 
government must include in its Revenue Policy. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Policy 2023/2024 - Statutory005 ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15547_1.PDF
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1. POLICY STATEMENT 

South Burnett Regional Council (‘Council’) intends to achieve an equitable distribution of the cost of 
its operations between different groups of ratepayers. In seeking to achieve this equitable 
distribution, Council’s view is that every ratepayer should contribute at least at a basic level to the 
cost of operations of the Council. 

2. SCOPE 

This policy applies to all Council representatives. A Revenue Policy forms part of Council’s budget 
each year. The Local Government Regulation 2012 (‘Regulation’) identifies the matters that a local 
government must include in its Revenue Policy. 

In essence, a Revenue Policy is a statement outlining the strategic policy position of Council in 
relation to revenue measures to be adopted in the budget. 

3. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Council will also have regard to the measures required to stimulate the local and national economy 
and, particularly where the Council is in competition with private sector providers of goods and 
services, will price according to generally accepted market principles. These principles ensure the 
Council does not put private sector providers at a disadvantage because its businesses are publicly 
owned. 

Council will ensure that the rates and charges made are sufficient to cover the cost of its operations 
and that it is able to continue to provide services to the community at a level consistent with the 
growth and development of the area. 

In general, Council will be guided by the “user-pays” principle in setting rates and charges. In doing 
so, the intention is to minimise the impact of rating on the local economy, so that the cost of a Council 
service is incurred by the user of that service wherever possible. It is acknowledged, however, that 
individual consumers of a commodity or service cannot always be separately identified. For this 
reason, there is a need for specific user charges to be supplemented by other general revenue 
sources. 

When considering these matters, Council will generally benchmark any variations in charges from 
year to year against the general movement in prices that occur in other sectors of the community as 
measured by indexes such as Roadwork Input Cost Index, the Consumer Price Index, Council Cost 
Index (calculated by the Local Government Association of Queensland) and their components. While 
taking these movements into consideration Council needs to ensure that the rates and charges made 
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are sufficient to cover the cost of its operations and that it is able to continue to provide services to 
the community at a level consistent with the growth and development of the area. 

For Council Business Units that have adopted the code of competitive conduct, prices will be set 
according to full cost pricing principles including the achievement of an appropriate return on 
Council’s investment. 

3.1. Levying of Rates and Charges 

Rates and charges are determined after due consideration of the following: 

• Council’s legislative obligations;  

• the needs and expectations of the general community as determined by formal and informal 
consultation and survey processes;  

• the cost of maintaining existing facilities and necessary services;  

• the need for additional facilities and services; and  

• equity by ensuring the fair and consistent application of lawful rating and charging principles, 
without bias, taking account of all relevant considerations, and disregarding irrelevancies such as 
the perceived personal wealth of individual ratepayers or ratepayer classes. 

In levying rates and charges, Council will apply the principles of: 

• making clear what is the Council’s and each ratepayers responsibility to the rating system;  

• making the levying process, granting discount and any refund of rates and charges as simple and 
efficient to administer as possible;  

• timing the levy rate notices to take into account the financial cycle to which the ratepayers are 
accustomed or may adapt to; and  

• flexibility by providing payment arrangements to ratepayers with a demonstrated lower capacity 
to pay, along with a wide array of payment options. 

Council will also have regard to the principles of: 

• transparency of process; 

• simplicity and efficient administration; and  

• flexibility to take account of changes in the local economy, extraordinary circumstances and 
impacts that different industries may have on Council’s infrastructure. 

3.1.1. General Rates  

General Rates revenue provides essential whole of community services not funded through 
subsidies, grants, contributions or donations received from other entities, or not provided for by other 
levies or charges. Council will consider all full cost recovery options before calculating the general 
rate. 

Council is required to raise an amount of revenue it sees as being appropriate to maintain assets 
and provide services to the Region as a whole. In deciding how that revenue is raised, Council has 
formed the opinion that the differential general rating scheme provides the most equitable basis for 
the distribution of the general rate burden. 

In formulating the differential general rating scheme Council has considered equity by implementing 
distribution of the general rate based on the land use. Where necessary a particular class of land 
use is further ‘subdivided’ on a geographic basis. 

The Unimproved Valuation/Site Value for each property is the basis for determining the amount of 
the general rate levied. Council recognises that significant valuation fluctuations may have an 
adverse effect on customers. Council considers that this impact should be smoothed so that the 
impact in any one year is reduced. Council may achieve this by establishing new differential rating 
categories, averaging the valuation in accordance with Sections 74 to 76 of the Regulation or by 
limiting rate increases in accordance with Section 116 of the Regulation. 
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3.1.2. Separate or Special Rates 

Where appropriate, Council will fund certain services and facilities by means of separate or special 
rate or charge in accordance with Part 6 and Part 8 of the Regulation. Council will levy special rates 
and charges on certain properties that are considered to be specially benefited by the provision of 
specific services, facilities or activities. 

Special rates are based on the Unimproved Valuation/Site Value of the land and special charges are 
a flat charge per property, where this is considered to provide a more equitable basis for the sharing 
of the cost. 

3.1.3. Other Charges 

In general, Council will be guided by the principle of user pays where it can easily identify the cost 
associated with supplying a particular service. In particular Council may use this principle for water 
supply, sewerage, refuse collection, et cetera. Provided however that where Council considers that 
moving to full cost recovery for a particular service may cause undue hardship Council will “phase 
in” the full cost recovery over a period of time. 

3.2. Recovery of Rates and Charges  

Council will exercise its rate recovery powers in order to reduce the overall rate burden on 
ratepayers. It will be guided by the principles of: 

• Transparency – by making clear the obligations of ratepayers and the processes used by Council 
in assisting them meet their financial obligations;  

• Simplicity – by making the processes used to recover outstanding rates and charges clear, 
simple to administer and cost effective;  

• Capacity to Pay – by determining appropriate arrangements for different sectors of the 
community;  

• Equity – by providing the same treatment for ratepayers with similar circumstances; and  

• Flexibility – by responding where necessary to changes in the local economy. 

3.3. Concessions for Rates and Charges 

Statutory provision exists for the Council to rebate or postpone rates in certain circumstances. These 
provisions are detailed in Part 10 of the Regulation. 

In considering the application of concessions, Council will be guided by the principles of: 

• Equity – by having regard to the different levels of capacity to pay within the local community;  

• Consistency – by applying the same treatment for ratepayers with similar circumstances;  

• Transparency – by making clear the requirements necessary to receive concessions; and  

• Flexibility – by allowing Council to respond to local economic issues. 

The predominant purpose for which Council grants concessions is to: 

• assist pensioners (who are on very limited incomes), in meeting their obligations to pay Council’s 
rates and charges;   

• assist various Religious Organisations, Community Groups and Sporting Organisations who 
provide a public service or community benefit throughout the region in meeting their obligations 
to pay Council’s rates and charges. The organisation or group must be an entity whose objects 
do not include making a profit and provides assistance or encouragement for arts or cultural 
development and must demonstrate how it will directly benefit the residents of the South Burnett 
region;  

• assist ratepayers who have experienced high water charges due to undetected water leaks in 
meeting their obligations to pay Council’s rates and charges;  

• assist developers that are required to provide reticulated water and wastewater to a subdivision 
in meeting their obligations to pay Council’s rates and charges; and  
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• assist ratepayers who are receiving home haemodialysis in meeting their obligations to pay 
Council’s rates and charges. 

3.4. Cost Recovery Fees 

Section 97 of the Act allows Council to set cost recovery fees. The Council recognises the validity of 
fully imposing the user pays principle for its cost recovery fees, unless the imposition of the fee is 
contrary to its express social, environmental and other corporate goals. This is considered to be the 
most equitable and effective revenue approach and is founded on the basis the Region’s rating base 
cannot subsidise the specific users or clients of Council’s regulatory products and services. 

However, in setting its cost recovery fees, Council will be cognizant of the requirement that such a 
fee must not be more than the cost to Council of providing the service or taking action to which the 
fee applies. 

3.5. Commercial Charges 

Sections 9 (Powers of local governments generally) and 262 (Powers in support of responsibilities) 
of the Act provide the Council, as a legal entity, with powers to charge for services and facilities it 
supplies other than a service or facility for which a cost recovery fee may be fixed. 

Such commercial charges are for transactions where the Council is prepared to provide a service 
and the other party to the transaction can choose whether or not to avail itself of the service. 

The nature, level and standard of the entitlement, facility or service is considered by the Council in 
the setting of commercial charges. Central to deliberations on these matters is the Council’s 
community service obligation and the principle of social equity. The Council may set such a charge 
with the aim of achieving a profit from the service or facility provided. 

The principle of “user pays” is considered where the provision of a service, entitlement or facility may 
be in direct competition with private enterprise. 

3.6. Funding of Physical and Social Infrastructure Costs 

Council requires developers to pay reasonable and relevant contributions towards the cost of 
infrastructure required to support the development. Specific charges are detailed in “Adopted 
Infrastructure Charges” resolution adopted by Council. 

These charges are based on normal anticipated growth rates. Where a new development is of 
sufficient magnitude to accelerate the growth rate of a specific community within the region, it may 
be necessary to bring forward social infrastructure projects. Where this occurs, Council expects 
developers to meet sufficient costs so that the availability of facilities is not adversely affected and 
so that existing ratepayers are not burdened with the cost of providing the additional infrastructure. 

4. DEFINITIONS 

Annual Budget means, for a local government, its annual budget under Chapter 5, Part 2, Division 
3 of the Act. 

Business Unit, means, of a local government, a part of the local government that conducts a 
business activity of the local government. 

Code of Competitive Conduct means referenced within Section 47 of the Act. 

Concession for rates or charges means a concession granted under Chapter 4, Part 10 of the 
Regulation. 

Cost-Recovery Fee means as referenced in Section 97(2) of the Act. 

Differential General Rates means as referenced within Section 80(2) of the Regulation. 

Full Cost Pricing, of a significant business activity, as referenced within Section 44(3) of the Act. 

Local Government Principles means the principles expressed in the form of outcomes set out in 
Section 4(2) of the Act. 

Pensioner means a person who is the holder of a pensioner concession card issued by the 
department of the Commonwealth responsible for administering the Social Security Act 1991 or the 
Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986. 
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Ratepayer means a person who is liable to pay rates or charges. 

5. LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 

Local Government Act 2009 (Qld) 

Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld)  

6. RELATED DOCUMENTS 

South Burnett Regional Council Investment Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory009  

South Burnett Regional Council Debt Policy 2023/2024 – Statutory010  

South Burnett Regional Council Rate Collection Policy – Statutory041  

South Burnett Regional Council Revenue Statement 

South Burnett Regional Council Financial Hardship Policy – Statutory012 

7. NEXT REVIEW 

As prescribed by legislation – May 2024 
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8. VERSION CONTROL 

Version Revision Description Adopted Date ECM Reference 

1 Development of policy 13 August 2008 407991 

2 Review of policy 26 June 2009 528733 

3 Review of policy 9 June 2010 897521 

4 Review of policy 29 June 2011 1271695 

5 Review of policy 11 July 2012 1291872 

6 Review of policy 12 June 2013 1185927 

7 Review of policy 21 May 2014 1590733 

8 Review of policy 3 June 2015 1888898 

9 Review of policy 18 May 2016 1944679 

10 Review of policy 17 May 2017 2701011 

11 Review of policy 21 February 2018 2836653 

12 Review of policy 20 March 2019 2578183 

13 Review of policy 29 March 2020 2682123 

14 Review of policy 28 April 2021 2786416 

15 Review of policy 25 May 2022 2864939 

16 Review of policy   

 
 
 
 
Mark Pitt PSM 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
Date:  
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10 PORTFOLIO - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, ARTS & HERITAGE AND 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

10.1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, ARTS & HERITAGE AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
PORTFOLIO REPORT 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Councillor 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Community Development, Arts & Heritage and Library Services Portfolio Report 

SUMMARY 

Cr Potter presented her Community Development, Arts & Heritage and Library Services Portfolio 
Report to Council. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
That Cr Potter’s Community Development, Arts & Heritage and Library Services Portfolio Report to 
Council be received for information. 
 
Black Summer Bush Fire  

South Burnett Façade Improvement Program  

A third round and final round for the South Burnett Façade Improvement Program has been 
announced and will open on Monday 15 May – Friday 9th June. This quick round will be open for all 
businesses in the South Burnett Regional Council area to apply.  

Information sessions will be held in Proston, Wooroolin, Kingaroy and Murgon ahead of the round 
opening. Information for these sessions can be found on Council’s website.  

 

2023 South Burnett Regional Youth Council  

The 2023 South Burnett Regional Youth Council have now competed their Youth Leadership Summit 
with Wil Massara from Youth Leadership Academy Australia facilitating. This was a fantastic 
weekend bringing these dynamic young people together to make plans for their year ahead. Some 
of the ideas put forward included a Youth Expo to be held later this year and the addition of an arts 
competition to coincide with this year’s Pig Jam Battle of the Bands and Music Festival.  

 

Community Health & Wellbeing Morning Tea  

The Community Development Team have been busy working with the Griffith University Longlook 
Medical Students to present a health and wellbeing workshop and free health checks across the 
South Burnett Region. Local residents who have attended these events have had the opportunity to 
meet our budding doctors and enjoy a free morning tea.  

 

South Burnett Suicide Prevention Working Group Inc. 

The SBSPWG Inc have been busy with Hope Reins over the Easter Weekend and now with planning 
their upcoming events. Our AGM will be on Wednesday 17th May and the first of our Depressed Cake 
Shops will be held in Nanango on Thursday morning 8th June just before their 175th Celebrations.  

 



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Agenda 10 May 2023 

 

Item 10.1 Page 106 

South Burnett Partnerships for Kids 

We have now completed all the ‘How Children are Faring in the South Burnett’ community sessions 
and although the attendance was not huge it was great to have such a wonderful group of people 
give up their time to attend and to put their thoughts and ideas forward.  A report will be presented 
to Council at the May Community Engagement Day, and we can hopefully work together to plan our 
way forward to benefit all of the South Burnett. 

South Burnett Partnerships for Kids are in the process of organising this years Under 8’s Day which 
will be held at Memorial Park during the school holidays on Thursday the 29th June. We have some 
exciting things planned for the day.   

Library Services: 
 
Anzac Day Presentation with Barry Krosch and Dr Les Henning 
On Friday the 21 April 2023, local identities Barry Krosch and Dr Les Henning presented an Anzac 
Day information session at the Kingaroy Library. Both Barry and Les are very passionate about 
communicating the history of our serving soldiers as well as the important role that Kingaroy has 
played in ensuring the Anzac Day services continue. They spoke about the processes involved in 
the Order of Service and the background of the game Two Up that is a very popular part of Anzac 
Day celebrations across the nation. Barry also displayed some medals and other pieces of 
memorabilia that are very dear to his heart. This event was very well received with 14 attendees 
enjoying the oral history of Anzac Day services along with a delicious locally made Anzac biscuit. 
 
South Burnett Libraries Out and About 
During the school holidays, library staff attended a number of outreach events across the region 
hosted by local community organisations.  The Centacare Easter Fun Day in Kingaroy and CTC 
Small Town Skills Days at Kumbia and Proston provided great opportunities to promote the services 
offered at our local libraries.  It is estimated that library staff interacted with close to 300 attendees 
across the 3 events, with many stopping to take part in the free craft activity provided by the library. 
 
Proston Library School Holiday Craft Activity 
23 children and adults attended the Easter basket craft activity at the Proston Library on 6 April 2023.  
The children were extremely enthusiastic and everyone in attendance enjoyed the treasure hunt held 
after the craft was complete.   
 
Local Stories - The History of the Ambulance Service with Mike England 
Community members are invited to join Mike England as he presents the next instalment of South 
Burnett Libraries’ local stories series, “The History of Ambulance Services in the South Burnett and 
Elsewhere" on Friday 19 May from 10.00am. 
 
Mike is a former paramedic who has written a book about the history of the Yarraman Ambulance 
Service. He is keen to discuss the research he has undertaken into paramedic services, both 
nationally, and locally.  Please phone (07) 4189 9256 to reserve your spot or pop in and see one of 
the friendly staff at your local library branch. 
 
South Burnett Libraries Collection Maintenance 
Library staff regularly carry out collection maintenance in each branch, with old or tired items deleted 
from the system to make room for new items that are added to the collection each week.  This 
process keeps the shelves looking fresh and appealing for library customers. Items deleted from the 
collection are offered for sale at the Kingaroy Library, sent to St John’s to be sold at their annual 
Book-O-Rama event or donated to local schools and aged care facilities.  Community groups 
interested in receiving discarded collection items are encouraged to contact library staff at the 
Kingaroy Library.  
  
National Simultaneous Storytime 
South Burnett Libraries will once again celebrate National Simultaneous Storytime on 24 May 2023 
with children from local kindies and schools visiting our libraries to join in the fun.  Read at 11.00am 
across Australia, this year’s book “The speedy sloth” by Rebecca Young tells the tale of a Spike the 
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sloth, who is determined to run despite people telling him he can’t!  Library staff can’t wait to read 
this story at the same time as millions of others on the day. 
 
Medieval Party 2023 - A Celebration of The Kingdom of Libraria 
 
Save the Date! The Medieval Party will be back in July 2023! 
Library staff are currently planning the next Medieval party, with families invited to come along 
dressed in their best medieval attire to take part in a morning of fun and games!  This year’s party 
will run from 10am-12 noon on Saturday 1 July 2023.  
 
First 5 Forever Flourishing at South Burnett Libraries 
 
South Burnett Libraries regular First 5 Forever programs continue to attract great attendance across 
the region, with Rhyme Time, Story Time and Stay & Play sessions providing families the opportunity 
to talk, play, sing and read at their local library.  For the month of April over 175 people attended the 
sessions in Kingaroy alone.  It is hoped that the introduction of a new after-school story time at 
Kingaroy will provide another opportunity for families in the local area to access these fantastic – 
and free – programs. 
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BACKGROUND 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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10.2 COMMUNITY AND LIFESTYLE OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Manager Community & Lifestyle 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Liveability – Community and Lifestyle Operational Update 

SUMMARY 

Liveability – Community and Lifestyle Operational Update 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Community and Lifestyle Operational Update be received.  

BACKGROUND 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Operational Report - Leasing - May 2023 ⇩  

2. Community Development Report - April 2023 ⇩  

3. South Burnett Libraries - April 2023 ⇩  

4. Operational Update ⇩   

  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15435_1.PDF
LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15435_2.PDF
LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15435_3.PDF
LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15435_4.PDF
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LEASING  

Item Description  Actions 

Kilkivan to Kingaroy Rail 

Trail 

Request to licence the 

section from Murgon to 

Kingaroy 

Briefing provided to CEO. 

Wondai Sports Ground – 

Wondai Proston Wolves 

Rugby League Club Inc. 

Licence Area E on Lot 156 

on FY80991 - Community 

and Recreational Asset 

Recovery and Resilience 

Program 2022 

Executed Tripartite Deed of Access & 

Works Agreement. 

Old Nanango Landfill – 

South Burnett Fun Flyers 

Association Inc.  

Request to Licence – Lot 

354 on FY2456 

Report provided to May Liveability, 

Governance and Finance Standing 

Committee. 

Proston Showground 

Reserve 

Investigate and realign 

boundaries to support 

future growth and 

development of the site in 

conjunction with Proston 

community groups 

Advice provided from Planning & 

Development for potential RAL or 

Boundary Realignment. Suggested to 

engage a professional consultant to 

progress the project further.  

Proston Show Society Request to lease caravan 

park 

On hold whilst boundary realignment is 

being undertaken.  

Farmland – Kingaroy 

Aerodrome 

Farmland offered for 

Lease 

Scope of tender amended and 

applicated requested to resubmit by 4 

May 2023. Report will be prepared for 

May Ordinary Meeting with outcome. 

 

Wondai Aerodrome – 

Site 13 or 15 

Request to lease one (1) 

vacant site 

Valuer engaged to undertake valuation 

of vacant sites 13 & 15. 

Blackbutt Water Tower – 

SES Radio Equipment  

Request from Queensland 

Police Service for lease of 

radio equipment 

Awaiting response from applicant.  

Kingaroy Soaring Club – 

Kingaroy Aerodrome  

Request to lease new area 

for new 

accommodation/amenities 

Inspection undertaken to assess current 

Lease Area 3 – Bunkhouse and Van Park. 

Internal request to provide condition 

assessment and estimates for 

Bunkhouse.   

Area 2 & 4 Kingaroy 

Aerodrome – Kingaroy 

Soaring Club 

Request for consent to 

install solar 

This request is on hold until assessment 

is undertaken of Area 3. 

Kingaroy Men’s Shed – 

Kingaroy Aerodrome  

Request to repaint the 

external building on Lease 

Area J 

Internal request to test paint and 

provide quote for external painting of 

the building on Lease Area J. 

Burnett Inland Economic 

Development 

Organisation (BIEDO) – 

80 Gore Street, Murgon 

Request to lease 

additional office space 

Lease Agreement prepared for signing.  
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62 – 64 Lamb Street, 

Murgon – Lease A & B 

Request to Amend Lease Report provided to May Liveability, 

Governance and Finance Standing 

Committee. 

Lots 1, 10, 11 & 12 on 

CP K8452 – Leased Land 

Request for views from 

the Department of 

Resources 

Internal views and comments requested 

responses due 5 May 2023. 

Lot 1 on CP FY2977 – 

Reserve  

Request for views from 

the Department of 

Resources 

Response letter sent 24 April 2023. 
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Community Development 

2022/2024 Black Summer Bushfire Recovery Grants Program 

Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources  

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

 

Project Name Description Status 

Community Connection Social Recovery and 

Resilience Investment 

Stream 

The Community Development Team 

have been working with the Griffith 

University Longlook Medical 

Students to provide a free health 

and wellness presentation which 

includes a free mini health check 

with a free morning tea. The last 

event will be held in Murgon on 

Tuesday 9th May 2023. 

The Community Development Team 

have organised four Mud Women 

and Mochaccino workshops to 

coincide with the Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month of May.  

These free events aim at celebrating 

women coming together to mould 

clay and enjoy good music, food and 

free coffee. 

These four events will be held  

▪ Saturday 20 May - Kingaroy 

▪ Sunday 21 May – Nanango  

▪ Saturday 27 May – Proston 

▪ Sunday 28 May – Wondai  

 Economic Recovery and 

Investment Stream  

South Burnett Façade Improvement 

Program. 

▪ A third and final round has been 

announced and will open on 

Monday 15th May – Friday 9th 

June 2023. 

▪ This quick round will be open for 

all businesses in the South 

Burnett Council Area to apply 

▪ Grant Information sessions will 

be held in Proston, Wooroolin, 

Kingaroy and Nanango. 

 

South Burnett Investment 

Prospectus 

▪ The first South Burnett 

Investment Prospectus 

workshop was held on Thursday 

13th April 2023. 

▪ Dr Tom Keenan was 

commissioned to independently 

facilitate this workshop  
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Hub in a Pub  

▪ The second Hub in a Pub event 

held 27th April 2023 

▪ 45 people registered to attend 

this event  

▪ Keynote speaker Rebecca Guest, 

CEO The Fold Media.  

 

Regional Development Advisory 

Workshop will be held on Thursday 

4th May.  

▪ Dr Tom Keenan has been 

commissioned to independently 

facilitate this workshop.  

▪ This workshop will focus on the 

identified enabler - South 

Burnett region has appropriate 

infrastructure to support 

industry, investment, and 

liability.  

 

South Burnett Business Linkup 

Breakfast will be held; 

▪ Friday 12th May 2023. 

▪ Our keynote speaker for the 

event is newly appointed 

Commissioner for Small 

Business Ms Dominique Lamb.  

▪ Our special guest speaker is Mr 

Mark Bouris founder of ‘Wizard 

Home Loans’ and current 

Executive Chairman of Yellow 

Brick Road. 

Operational Plan Projects 

Project Name Description Status 

OPL/20 Arts, Culture and 

Heritage Committee  

Committee to develop an 

Arts, Culture & Heritage 

Strategic Plan  

 

▪ The next Arts, Culture and 

Heritage Committee meeting 

will be held 11 May 2023. 

▪ Members will review the RADF 

policy and guidelines. 

▪ Dates will be set for the 

committee’s community 

engagement.  

OPL/22Ringsfield House 

Advisory Committee 

Committee to develop a 

Ringsfield House Strategic 

Plan and provide 

recommendations to 

Council.  

▪ All positions for the Ringsfield 

House Advisory Committee have 

now been filled.  

▪ The next Ringsfield House 

Advisory Committee meeting 

will be held in May (date to be 

confirmed) 

OPL/24 Reconciliation 

Action Plan (RAP) 

Develop a Reconciliation 

Action Plan (RAP) for the 

▪ An expression of interest to join 

the Reconciliation Action Plan 

(RAP) working group will be 
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South Burnett Regional 

Council  

issued to all staff by Wednesday 

31st May 2023. 

OPL/29 South Burnett 

Regional Youth Council  

Advocate for and facilitate 

wellbeing events across the 

region.  

▪ The 2023 Youth Council 

members attended the two-day 

Youth Leadership Summit 

facilitated by Youth Leadership 

Academy Australia. 

▪ Projects identified at this 

summit that the Youth Council 

would like to complete this year 

include a Communication 

Campaign, a Youth Expo and the 

addition of an art competition to 

the Pig Jam Battle of the Bands 

and music festival.  
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LIVEABILITY – COMMUNITY AND LIFESTYLE OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
 

Jennifer Pointon  
Manager Community & Lifestyle   

 
 
 
Cemetery Update 
 

 

Stats Item 

Monthly Year to Date Cumulative 

2022/23 2021/22 2022/23 2021/22 

01/04/23 – 
30/04/23 

01/04/22-
30/04/22 

01/07/22–
30/04/23 

01/07/21- 
30/04/22 

Cemeteries Burial/Ashes/ 
Exhumations 

Burial/Ashes/ 
Exhumations Total Total 

Blackbutt 0 1 8 6 
Booie 0 1 0 3 
Kumbia 0 0 4 2 
Memerambi 0 2 2 2 
Mondure/Wheatlands 0 0 0 0 
Murgon 1 3 18 22 
Nanango 2 5 28 24 
Proston 0 0 7 3 
Taabinga 10 2 58 43 
Tingoora 0 0 2 0 
Wondai 2 1 26 24 
Total 15 15 153 129 

 
Dams Update 
 

 

Stats Item  

Monthly Year to Date Cumulative 

2022/23 2022/23 2021/22 

03/04/23-30/04/23 01/07/22–30/04/23 01/07/21-30/04/22 

Dams  
Accommodation 
Numbers 

Boondooma 
Dam BP Dam Boondooma 

Dam BP Dam Boondooma 
Dam BP Dam 

Cabins 150 253 1471 2454 1343 2417 
Bunkhouse 33 N/A 542 N/A 316 N/A 
Powered Sites 322 856 2840 6662 2428 5804 
Unpowered 
Camping 1710 1517 7974 5083 7494 4064 

Contractor / 
Conference Room N/A 47 N/A 260 N/A 182 

Total 2215 2673 12827 14459 11581 12467 
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Saleyards Update 
 

 
Stats Item  Monthly 

03/04/23-30/04/23 
This month last 

year 
Year to date 
Cumulative 

01/07/22– 30/04/23 
Coolabunia Saleyards     
Dipping (Agent & Private) 1829 1203 9392 

Inspection (Private) 602 257 3821 

Consignment / Transit (Private) 575 198 2972 

Weighed (Agent & Private) 1402 92 5871 

Sold (Agent) 1343 984 6295 

Spray 5 3 10 

Nanango Dip Yard    

Cattle Dipped 0 66 105 
 
 
Customer Requests 
 

 
Category Monthly 

03/04/23-30/04/23 
Year to Date 
Cumulative 
01/07/22 – 
30/04/23 

Year to Date 
Cumulative 
01/07/21 – 
30/04/22 

Airports 12 89 28 

Cemetery 11 104 116 

Dams 4 32 21 

Saleyards 2 8 0 

Total 29 233 165 
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11 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (HEALTH, YOUTH, SENIOR CITIZENS) 

11.1 LICENCE TO OCCUPY - SOUTH BURNETT FUN FLYERS ASSOCIATION INC. 

File Number: 10-May-2023 

Author: Lease Officer 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

South Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. a newly incorporated association has requested to licence 
Lot 354 on Crown Plan FY2456 for recreational flying of model aircraft / drones. 

SUMMARY 

The South Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. (SBFF) have requested to licence the old Nanango 
Landfill site located on Lot 354 on Crown Plan FY 2456 to develop a small landing strip for take-off 
and landing of their model aircraft (drones). The old landfill is on the Contaminated Land Register 
and is a non-active gas monitoring site, the SBFF have agreed to the conditions and restrictions 
associated with the licence for this land. The proposal is for a Deed of Licence to Occupy for twelve 
(12) months to trial the land to ensure safety and suitability with minimal costs to the SBFF.    
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

1. That South Burnett Regional Council resolves that the exception in Local Government 
Regulation 2012 section 236 (1)(b)(ii) applies to Council for the disposal by way of grant of a 
Deed of Licence to Occupy to the valuable non-current asset which is the land comprising of 
Lot 354 on CP FY2456, to the South Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. for a twelve (12) 
month trail term. 

2. South Burnett Regional Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power to 
negotiate, finalise and execute the Deed of Licence to Occupy between Council and South 
Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. on terms and conditions the Chief Executive Officer 
reasonably considers are satisfactory to Council. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Rent for the Licence to Occupy will be a concessional rate applied to all community and not for profit 
groups of $75.00 per year (excluding GST). South Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. will be 
responsible for the maintenance of the land including mowing. 

LINK TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

OPL/23 Explore partnership opportunities to support local volunteer groups 

IN10: Investigate options for leasing opportunities to not-for-profit groups and organisations. 

COMMUNICATION/CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL) 

Internal views have been sort by Environment and Planning including Waste Management. The 
South Burnett Fun Flyers Association Inc. have reviewed and agreed to the term and conditions of 
the Draft Deed of Licence to Occupy. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

The proposed use of the land is inconsistent with the purpose of the reserve, as such a Trustee 
Lease cannot be entered unless Council undertakes a Land Management Plan with approval from 
the Department of Resources in accordance with the Land Act 1994 and Land Regulation 2020.  
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The old Nanango Landfill is listed on the State Government’s Land Contamination Register and has 
non-active gas monitoring on site, conditions, and restriction for use of the land have been included 
in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act 1994.   

The Association must follow all rules and regulations for flying model aircraft / drones under the Civil 
Aviation Act 1988, Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998, Part 101 of the Civil Aviation Safety 
Regulations 1998 (CASR), Part 101 Manual of Standards (MOS) and any other legislation introduced 
by the Australian Government Civil Aviation Safety Authority.  

An offer of a low impact Deed of Licence to Occupy to a community group is in accordance with s236 
Local Government Regulation 2012. 

POLICY/LOCAL LAW DELEGATION IMPLICATIONS 

Offering the licence agreement area is in accordance with Council’s Property Lease Policy and 
Disposal of Assets Policy and Local Government Regulations 2012 section 236 (1)(b)(ii).   

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

SBFF will be responsible for the maintenance of the land including mowing. Conditions of the Licence 
Agreement restricts removal of trees, soil or undertaking any earthworks on the licence area. Parking 
on the licence area is permissible, however development of a carpark is prohibited. The Licence to 
Occupy will be issued for twelve (12) months as a trial, a review will be undertaken towards the end 
of Licence period to ensure safety and suitability of the land. 

REPORT 

Property details: Finlay Road, Nanango 

RPD: Lot 354 on CP FY2456 

Tenure: Reserve for Local Government (Refuse Disposal) 

Lease Area: 6.62 (ha)  

Rental: $75.00 per annum  

Proposed lease commencement: 1 June 2023  

Expiry date: 31 May 2024 

The South Burnett Fun Flyers approached Council to lease the old Nanango Landfill site in January 
2023. The South Burnett Fun Flyers had broken away from disbanded Nanango & District 
Aeromodellers Inc. The South Burnett Fun Flyers are a recreational group that fly model aircraft and 
drones, the Fun Flyers has approximately ten (10) members with electronic model aircraft.   

Advice was provided to the Association that the land is a Reserve for Local Government (Refuge 
Disposal) and is listed on the State Government’s Contaminated Land Register with non-active gas 
monitoring. Due to the non-consistent use of the reserve and concerns on the site it was suggested 
that for the Association to enter a lease or licence land at the Nanango Aerodrome Landing Area 
(ALA) which is within 800 meters of the site.  

The South Burnett Fun Flyers Association was incorporated in March 2023. The Association 
approached Council seeking to enter a low impact Deed of Licence to Occupy over the land. The 
Association are seeking to mow a section of approximately the size of a cricket pitch for take-off and 
landing of their model aircraft. 

The Deed of Licence to Occupy will issued for twelve (12) months and includes the following 
conditions: 
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1. Not to remove from the Licence Area any sand, gravel, soil or timber, nor undertake any 
earthworks without the prior written consent of Council. If approval is granted, SBFF 
acknowledges and agrees to any costs associated with a disposal permit to remove, treat 
and dispose of contaminated land including the waste levy rate per tonne for disposal of 
contaminated soil. 

2. Model aircraft/drones are flown during daylight hours and not before 8:00am or after 5:00pm 
to minimise impact on residential areas. 

3. Model aircraft/drones are not to be operated over the Nanango Racecourse, Nanango Waste 
Facility or Licence Area of the Recreational Archery Club in Lot 351 on Crown Plan FY21 
during any events or during hours of operation.  

4. Model aircraft/drones are not operated during periods of cloud cover or over residential areas 
or roads. 

5. Parking vehicles on the Licence Area will be permissible, however development of a carpark 
is prohibited.   

6. No food preparation will be supported on the Licence Area. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Aerial Map – Licence Area of Lot 354 on CP FY2456 ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15521_1.PDF
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South Burnett Regional Council does not warrant the accuracy of information in 
this publication and any person using or relying upon such information does so on 
the basis that SBRC shall bear no responsibility or liability whatsoever for any 
errors, faults, defects or omissions in the information.

Licence Area
Lot 354 on CP FY2456

26/04/2023

1:4980
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12 PORTFOLIO - TOURISM & VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES, SPORT & 
RECREATION AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES 

12.1 TOURISM & VIC'S, SPORT & RECREATION AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES 
PORTFOLIO REPORT 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Cr Jane Erkens 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Tourism & VIC's, Sport & Recreation and Commercial Enterprises Portfolio Report 

SUMMARY 

Cr Erkens presented her Tourism & VIC's, Sport & Recreation and Commercial Enterprises Portfolio 
Report. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
That Cr Erken’s Tourism & VIC's, Sport & Recreation and Commercial Enterprises Portfolio Report. 
to Council be received for information. 
 
Tourism & VIC’s: 
 
South Burnett Visitor Information Centres: 

The Volunteers at the Kingaroy VIC were eager to showcase Easter with displays and hampers 
using local product from our suppliers.  These displays are changed for each special holiday season 
which the volunteers are always enthusiastic and passionate about. 

One of our volunteers at the Kingaroy VIC stood out during the month with his multi-lingual ability 
serving and discussing the local venues and products with a group of visitors. 

Visitors to our VIC’s do not always complete a Visitor Survey form but from the completed April 
surveys our age demographics are as follows: 

Kingaroy –  28.57% (41-65) 
   71.43% (>65) 
 
Nanango –  100% (41-65) 
 
Wondai –   4% (26-40) 
   323% (41-65) 

64% (>65) 
 
Murgon There are no age demographics for this location 
   

Through the PCYC in Murgon we were given the opportunity to increase our volunteer base across 
our South Burnett venues.  We have registered to have a stall/display which will be held at the 
Murgon Town Hall.  Even though our registration was in April the event will not take place until May. 

We have been fortunate to have 3 new volunteers during the month.  One for the Kingaroy Heritage 
Museum, one for Wondai VIC and one for Wondai Heritage Museum 

Famil – We have not had a Famil for April but are having one in May and taking our wonderful 
volunteers to the Mary Valley Rattler in Gympie.  As we move forward through the year, we will be 
having our Forum in July which will have speakers from some of our largest companies in the South 



Liveability, Governance and Finance Standing Committee Meeting Agenda 10 May 2023 

 

Item 12.1 Page 123 

Burnett.  This will be followed by a Famil in September and another in November/December to finish 
off the year. 

 
 
Commercial Enterprises 
 
Saleyards: 
Coolabunia Saleyards has been a hive of activity in April with the Annual Weaner Show & Sale 
conducted by agents Aussie Land & Livestock & Grant Daniel Long.  Over 1300 head were offered 
by local vendors to a firm market which saw the yards at full capacity.  The livestock system upgrade 
“Outcross” has now been used for the last two sales and is a huge improvement on the old system 
with most bugs being ironed out.  Council Commercial Enterprise Staff have been working with 
Agents and Outcross support to make the program more efficient for both agents, vendors, buyers, 
and Council. 
The capital works project to replace a section of the old wooden yards with new steel cattle yards 
commenced on the 1 May and is expected to be completed by the 23 May dependant on weather.  
This project once completed will enhance the look and safety of this section of Coolabunia Saleyard 
Complex. 
 
Dams: 
The tenders for Dam Managers for both Boondooma & Bjelke-Petersen were released in April and 
close on the 5 May 2023.  Council has received quiet a lot of interest to date in these much sort after 
positions. 
Both Dams experienced a high number of occupancies over the Easter period and long weekend 
periods. 
The carports have started to be erected at Bjelke-Petersen Dam and this project should be 
completed by the end of May. 
 
The Festival of the Dams fishing competition first round will be held at Bjelke-Petersen Dam on the 
weekend of the 20-21 of May conducted by Fishing Freshwater. 
 
The 3 fishing sessions will commence on Saturday 20 May 6am and finish at 11am Sunday 21st 
May 2023 the tournament has 5 categories  
1) Total NUMBER of legal fish- most fish wins 
2) Biggest Bass 
3) Biggest Golden Perch 
4) Biggest 6 fish, total combined length of your biggest six Golden Perch or Australian Bass 
5) Random draw from Teams entered that have not won any of the other prize categories  
 
Entries (available online at https://www.facebook.com/fishingfreshwater1) close 20 May unless 
filled prior. Winners will be announced Sunday during presentation after the event. 
 
A Day at The Dam Music Festival preparation is well underway for 28 October 2023, with headline 
artist the “Wolfe Brothers” been confirmed.  Watch this space for more information regarding 
tickets etc and announcements of other artists including local talent. 
 
 
Aerodromes: 
The capital works program is progressing at the Kingaroy Aerodrome with the final stage being 
scheduled in mid-May. It is expected that the lights will be commissioned and serviced by the end of 
May. 

BACKGROUND 

Nil 

https://www.facebook.com/fishingfreshwater1
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ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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12.2 TOURISM MONTHLY UPDATE 

File Number: 10/05/2023 

Author: Tourism Service Officer 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Tourism update for the month of April 2023 

SUMMARY 

This report provides a statistical overview on the South Burnett Region Council’s Tourism section for 
the month of April 2023. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee receive the report for information.  

 

BACKGROUND 

South Burnett Visitor Information Centre (VIC) Network 

 

 

Monthly Statistics 

Visitor Information Centres – Monthly Statistics 2021-2022  

2022 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Sales 

  

K - $6229 
M - $587 
N - $1061 
W - $4153 

K - $8182 
M - $518 
N - $1126 
W - $4394 

K - $6624 
M - $482 
N - $1082 
W - $5701 

K - $5140 
M - $ 
N - $1039 
W - $2791 

K - $4238 
M - $259 
N - $717 
W - $2578 

K - $8321 
M - $289 
N - $1312 
W - $2160 

Visitor 

Numbers 

K – 1596 
M – 349 
N – 604 
W – 884 

K – 1455 
M – 372 
N – 636 
W – 775 

K – 1220 
M – 333 
N – 735 
W – 970 

K – 812 
M – 220 
N – 417 
W – 680 

K – 708 
M – 203 
N – 247 
W – 462 

K – 483 
M – 160 
N – 410 
W – 434 

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

South Burnett Visitor Information Centre

2023 2022
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Coach 

Tours 

K – 1 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 1 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 2 
W –0 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 0 

K – 1 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 1 

K – 4 
M – 0 
N – 2 
W – 2 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 1 

Volunteer 

Numbers 

K – 91 
M – 49 
N – 60 
W – 46 

K – 86 
M – 41 
N – 63 
W –56 

K – 76 
M – 37 
N – 57 
W – 45 

K – 91 
M – 41 
N – 53 
W – 51 

K – 78 
M – 26 
N – 37 
W – 34 

K – 126 
M – 30 
N – 41 
W – 35 

Volunteer 

Hours 

K – 537 
M – 217 
N – 325 
W – 234 

K – 537 
M – 250 
N – 316 
W –283 

K – 475 
M – 172 
N – 289 
W – 227 

K – 544 
M – 200 
N – 267 
W – 258 

K – 493 
M – 107 
N – 185 
W – 164 

K – 739 
M – 120 
N – 225 
W – 166 

Days 

Open 

  

K – 28 
M – 27 
N – 30 
W – 30 

K – 27 
M – 28 
N – 30 
W – 31 

K – 25 
M – 24 
N – 28 
W – 29 

K – 30 
M – 25 
N – 28 
W – 31 

K – 30 
M – 24 
N – 26 
W – 30 

K – 25 
M – 21 
N – 26 
W – 28 

2023 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

Sales 

  

K - $4166 
M - $225 
N - $805 
W - $2351 

K - $2826 
M - $5 
N - $897 
W - $1980 

K - $4684 
M - $277 
N - $2091 
W - $2324 

K - $4757 
M - $ ?? 
N - $1431 
W - $2251 

K - $ 
M - $ 
N - $ 
W - $ 

K - $ 
M - $ 
N - $ 
W - $ 

Visitor 

Numbers 

K – 692 
M – 139 
N – 332 
W – 359 

K – 511 
M – 0 
N – 244 
W – 281 

K – 743 
M – 147 
N – 384 
W – 422 

K – 1103 
M – ??? 
N – 507 
W – 610 

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

Coach 

Tours 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 0 

K – 1 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 0 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 0 

K – 0 
M – 0 
N – 0 
W – 0 

K –  
M – 0 
N – 
W –  

K –  
M – 0 
N –  
W –  

Volunteer 

Numbers 

K – 115 
M – 27 
N – 34 
W – 30 

K – 110 
M – 39 
N – 45 
W – 33 

K – 157 
M – 30 
N – 28 
W – 44 

K – 131 
M – 22 
N – 32 
W – 47 

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

Volunteer 

Hours 

K – 671 
M – 107 
N – 195 
W – 151 

K – 676 
M – 156 
N – 229 
W – 169 

K – 884 
M – 121 
N – 171 
W – 253 

K – 735.5 
M – 76 
N – 167.1 
W – 266.6 

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

Days 

Open 

  

K – 24 
M – 18 
N – 21 
W – 22 

K – 28 
M – 22 
N – 27 
W – 28 

K – 31 
M – 18 
N – 25 
W – 30 

K – 28 
M – 18 
N – 28 
W – 28 

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

K –  
M –  
N –  
W –  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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13 PORTFOLIO - REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, 
COMMUNITY & SOCIAL HOUSING 

13.1 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND COMMUNITY & 
SOCIAL HOUSING PORTFOLIO REPORT 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Councillor 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
Precis  

Regional Development, Development Services and Community & Social Housing Portfolio Report 

Summary 

Cr Schumacher presented her Regional Development, Development Services and Community & 
Social Housing Portfolio Report to Council. 

Officer’s Recommendation 

That Cr Schumacher’s Regional Development, Development Services and Community & Social 
Housing Portfolio Report to Council be received for information. 

 
Regional Development  
 
As May is Queensland Small Business Month (QSBM) celebrating our small businesses and the vital 
contribution they make to Queensland's economy and to our communities across the state, it is an 
opportune time to reflect on Council’s involvement with small businesses. 

During Small Business Month last year, Council made a commitment to small businesses in our 
community signing the Small Business Friendly Program Charter.  

The Charter outlines the following commitments: 

We agree to be small business friendly and make the following commitments:  

➢ We will actively communicate and engage with small businesses  

➢ We will raise the profile and capability of small businesses  

➢ We will promote and showcase small businesses 

➢ We will develop and promote place-based programs for small businesses  

➢ We will simplify administration and regulation for small business (red tape reduction)  

➢ We will ensure fair procurement and prompt payment terms for small businesses  

➢ We will support small business resilience and recovery  

➢ We will measure and report on our performance 

 

Reflecting on Council’s operations over the past twelve months I am pleased to acknowledge some 
of the following activities, events and networking opportunities that Council delivered supporting the 
Charter including: 

✓ Attendance at monthly Chamber meetings, Nanango, Kingaroy, Wondai and Murgon 

✓ Regular updates on our website and Facebook page of upcoming events  

✓ Appointment of Local Business Resilience Officer 
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✓ Appointment of a Grants Officer 

✓ Two Hub in the Pub events with the last event recently held 27 April, these events will 
continue to be held each quarter 

✓ South Burnett Façade Improvement Grants across the region 

✓ Façade Improvement Information sessions for each round held in various towns across the 
South Burnett 

✓ Ongoing Regional Development Action Plan workshops  

✓ The South Burnett Business Linkup Breakfast this Friday 12th May 2023 

✓ Commencement of an Investment Prospectus 

✓ The South Burnett Façade Improvement Grant – Round 3 to open on the 15th of May 2023 

✓ Local providers have been used for all events where possible 

✓ Continuation of Council’s Developer Incentive Scheme 

 

Whilst only a snapshot and not exclusive, I acknowledge a busy year behind us and with many 
projects ongoing and more in development, Council is looking forward to working closely with our 
small business community into the future. 
 
Development Services 
 
Building 
From the period 1/04/2023 to 30/04/2023, The Building Team received 50 customer requests. 31 
building applications were received as follows: 

• Council – 17 Applications; and 

• Private Certified – 14 Lodgements. 

 
The number of building applications projected to be received by Council this financial year is 404. 
This projected figure compares to 441 for the previous financial year and 364 applications for the 
2019/2020 financial year. 
 
The number of Private Certification applications projected to be received by Council this financial 
year is 241. This projected figure compares to 257 for the previous financial year and 195 
applications for the 2019/2020 financial year. 
 
Planning 
From the period 1/04/2023 to 30/04/2023, the Planning Team received 74 customer requests and 
held 2 pre-lodgement meetings. 10 planning applications were received as follows: 

• Material Change of Use (MCU) – 2 applications; 

• Reconfiguration of a Lot (RAL) – 4 applications; 

• Operational Work (OPW) – 2 applications; 

• Plan of Sealing (POS) – 1 application; and  

• 1 application received for the Development Incentive Scheme. 

 
The number of planning applications projected to be received by Council this financial year is 118. 
The projected figure compares to 109 for the previous financial year and 64 applications for the 
2019/2020 financial year. 
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Plumbing 
From 1/04/2023 to 30/04/2023, the Plumbing Team received 7 customer requests. 18 plumbing and 
drainage applications were received as follows: 

• Class 1/10a – Domestic No Sewer – 11 applications;  

• Class 1/10a – Domestic Sewer – 1 application; and 

• Class 2-9 – Other Building (Commercial) – 6 Applications. 

 
The number of plumbing applications projected to be received by Council this financial year is 230. 
This projected figure compares to 299 for the previous financial year and 247 applications for the 
2019/2020 financial year. 
 
Major Planning Scheme Amendment 
The Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (the 
Department) issued a Notice to pause a timeframe for 20 business days under the Minister’s 
Guidelines and Rules (MGR). The purpose of this pause is to provide time for the assessment of the 
revised version of the proposed major amendment (i.e., version 2.1) submitted to the Department on 
22 March 2023. The timeframe restarted on 5 May 2023. 
 
Resourcing 
With the Senior Planning Officer being on extended leave and the vacant Planning Officer position 
still to be filled, there is a heavy reliance on utilising consultants to provide the planning service at 
this time. 
 
Legal Matters 
The Planning team has 2 current appeals in progress, the details of which are as follows: 
 
2922/22 VB 1884 Pty Ltd -V- South Burnett Regional Council  
This is an appeal against Council’s decision to issue a development approval for a Preliminary 
Approval for MCU Service Station (Service Station including ancillary food and drink outlet & shop) 
at 81 Haley Street, Wondai. 
 
The most recent action in the matter is that a Court Order was issued requiring the parties to attend 
a Without Prejudice Conference by 19 May 2023.  The appeal will then be reviewed by the Court on 
2 June 2023. 
 
828/23 Amplitel Pty Ltd -V- South Burnett Regional Council  
This is an appeal against Council’s decision to refuse a development application for a Development 
Permit for a Material Change of Use (Telecommunications Facility) at Redman’s Road, Kingaroy. 
 
The most recent action in the matter is that Council’s Solicitor filed a Notice of Entry of Appearance 
in the Planning and Environment Court on 30 March 2023. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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13.2 PLANNING AND LAND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Manager Environment and Planning 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Planning and Land Management Operational Update. 

SUMMARY 

Planning and Land Management Operational Update. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Planning and Land Management Operational update be received for information.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. PLANNING AND LAND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONAL REPORT ⇩   
  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15431_1.PDF
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  Page 1 of 2 

LIVEABILITY – PLANNING & LAND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
 

 Darryl Brooks 
Manager Environment & Planning 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  

Private Certification YTD Report on Subcategories

Period 01-Jul-2022 to 30-Apr-2023

Application Type Total

AltPoolFnc 0

BudgetAcc 0

CAP 0

Class1&10a 23

Class1&10b 2

Class10a 86

Class10a&b 1

Class10b 3

Class1a 68

Class1b 1

Class2 0

Class3 0

Class4 0

Class5 1

Class6 4

Class7 2

Class8 0

Class9 1

Class9a 0

Class9b 1

Class9c 0

FarmShed 1

IssChgClas 1

Remove 3

Restump 0

RetainWall 0

SACouncilP 0

SAStatePro 0

SignSatDsh 0

SpecStruct 0

SwimPool 3

TempStruct 0

Total 201

Application Type Total

QEXC 0

QMCU 28

QOPW 15

QPOS 25

QRAL 27

QSPS 0

LLTempHome 3

Total 98

Planning Applications YTD Report on Subcategories

Period 01-Jul-2022 to 30-Apr-2023

Application Type Total

DomNoSewer 126

DomSewer 33

OtherBuild 32

Total 191

Plumbing Applications YTD Report on Subcategories

Period 01-Jul-2022 to 30-Apr-2023

Application Type Total

AltPoolFnc 0

BldMatters 0

BudgetAcc 0

CAP_Bld 1

Class1&10a 8

Class1&10b 0

Class10a 163

Class10a&b 0

Class1a 71

Class1b 1

Class2 0

Class3 0

Class4 0

Class5 2

Class6 6

Class7 8

Class8 5

Class9 1

DesignSite 31

DwellReloc 17

FarmShed 2

FireSafety 0

IssChgClas 0

Remove 5

ReRoof 1

ResService 0

Restump 1

RetainWall 0

SACouncilP 0

SAStatePro 0

SignSatDsh 1

SpecStruct 0

SwimPool 13

TempStruct 0

Total 337

Building Applications YTD Report on Subcategories

Period 01-Jul-2022 to 30-Apr-2023
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  Page 2 of 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun TOTAL

10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6

Planning Applications

2019/2020 3 8 8 10 6 3 1 3 5 5 6 6 64

2020/2021 8 3 9 2 4 9 1 1 6 5 10 4 62

2021/2022 11 6 8 11 4 4 3 13 12 10 15 12 109

2022/2023 17 4 18 7 10 8 0 12 12 10 0 0 98

Building Applications

2019/2020 38 51 35 33 32 6 38 35 20 20 23 33 364

2020/2021 37 34 41 42 44 27 37 55 43 39 48 42 489

2021/2022 40 41 44 43 36 24 36 37 34 28 43 35 441

2022/2023 42 46 37 34 42 29 25 30 32 20 0 0 337

Private Certification Applications 

2019/2020 24 16 12 25 17 21 11 15 8 18 14 14 195

2020/2021 18 15 59 31 24 10 14 28 28 17 21 18 283

2021/2022 32 21 21 15 22 17 14 27 24 17 22 25 257

2022/2023 22 30 17 16 29 13 11 27 15 21 0 0 201

Plumbing Applications

2019/2020 32 20 21 21 21 15 24 14 24 11 19 26 248

2020/2021 23 26 17 43 30 23 22 30 31 21 27 14 307

2021/2022 27 34 30 30 22 17 19 19 24 27 28 22 299

2022/2023 14 23 20 13 25 15 14 30 19 18 0 0 191

Period 01-Jul-2022 to 30-Apr-2023

Comparison of Development Applications 2019/2020, 2020/2021, 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
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13.3 TRANSMISSION LINE RELOCATION - MEANDU MINE 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Manager Environment and Planning 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Relocation of Transmission Line – Meandu Mine 

SUMMARY 

The Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) has been released for the relocation of the Tarong to 
Middle Ridge transmission line associated with the expansion of the Meandu Mine. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be received for information. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Stanwell Corporation have engaged Powerlink to relocate a 4.6-kilometre section of the existing 
Tarong to Middle Ridge high voltage (275kV) transmission line.  The transmission lines need to be 
relocated because of the proposed expansion of mining activities (within the existing surface rights 
area) which would encroach underneath the existing transmission lines. 

The relocation of the transmission lines will encroach into the Yarraman State Forest and will straddle 
the boundary between South Burnett and Toowoomba Regional Council. 

An Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) has now been developed for the project and is now 
available for review and submission by all stakeholders.  Submissions close on 29 May 2023. 

The EAR contains details of the proposed project and as assessment of its environmental, social, 
and economic aspects. 

Council Officers have reviewed the EAR with a draft response currently being reviewed internally. 
Responses have been provided regarding accommodation, community engagement program, air 
quality and acoustic impacts, vegetation clearing and impact on Fauna and Flora, biosecurity and 
traffic impacts. 

Further information on this project is contained in the attachments. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. CC-Brochure-2022-Network Development Process- February ⇩  

2. Meandu Mine Line Relocation Project Newsletter April ⇩   

  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15559_1.PDF
LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15559_2.PDF
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About this brochure
This brochure provides an outline of our landholder engagement and planning approval process. We undertake extensive 
consultation with affected landholders and other stakeholders to ensure we have considered all relevant matters in determining  
the most appropriate location for our proposed infrastructure. 

Alternative approval pathways may be followed (for example development application) where a customer assumes responsibility 
for the planning and development of transmission infrastructure.

Landholder engagement and planning approval process
Much like obtaining approval to build a house, we seek town planning and environmental approvals prior to constructing new 
electricity infrastructure. Given the nature of this infrastructure, we typically seek approvals at the State and Federal Government 
level.

The landholder engagement and planning approval steps that we follow for large projects are outlined below and incorporate the 
Ministerial Infrastructure Designation process in the Queensland Government’s Planning Act 2016. 

Our Landholder Relations team will take you through the process and are happy to assist with any queries you may have as  
things progress. 

STEP 1 
Introduce the project to landholders 
and other stakeholders

STEP 2 
Understand and incorporate landholder 
and other stakeholder requirements

STEP 3 
Initial field assessments

We contact potentially affected landholders and other stakeholders to provide an 
overview of the project. Matters discussed typically include:

•	 project needs 
•	 timeframes 
•	 approval requirements and processes 
•	 management of property impacts 

Our team works closely with potentially affected landholders and other stakeholders to 
understand and address matters of importance to them.

With landholder approval, we undertake initial on-ground assessments to understand 
environmental, social, physical and economic aspects of the proposed project. 

Network Development Process

Opportunity for landholders and other 
stakeholders to provide preliminary input

Information gathered from Steps 1-3 forms the basis of the Draft Corridor Selection or 
Site Selection Report.

A Draft Corridor Selection Report outlines the assessments undertaken so far and 
compares potential transmission line corridors. From this analysis, a study corridor is 
recommended within which the transmission line will potentially be located. The study 
corridor can be several kilometres wide to allow flexibility in the final location of the 
transmission line based on ongoing engagement and further detailed studies. 

A Draft Site Selection Report examines and compares potential substation locations. 
This report recommends an area that can be further reviewed and refined during 
additional engagement and investigations.

Landholders and other stakeholders are provided with a copy of the Draft Corridor 
Selection Report and/or Draft Site Selection Report and are invited to make comment 
on the suitability of its findings. All submissions are considered by us and further 
consultation may be undertaken with submitters to better understand and address any 
matters raised.

The Corridor/Site Selection Report is then finalised and released to landholders and 
other stakeholders. It is also available on our website.

STEP 4
Corridor and/or Site Selection Report

POWERLINK QUEENSLAND Network Development Process www.powerlink.com.au

•	 construction activities
•	 operation and maintenance
•	 land acquisition and compensation 

process.

Opportunity for landholders and other 
stakeholders to provide continual input

Opportunity for landholders and other 
stakeholders to provide formal comment
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 Network Development Process

STEP 6
Prepare Environmental Assessment 
Report

STEP 5
Seek Minister’s consideration on 
Infrastructure Designation

STEP 8
Consideration of submissions and 
changes.

Studies which examine the environmental, social, physical and economic aspects of the 
study corridor are prepared, and together these factors are considered to identify a 
draft alignment for the proposed transmission line and/or draft location for a substation, 
which on balance, has the lowest overall impact. This material is submitted to the 
Planning Minister and forms Powerlink’s Ministerial Infrastructure Designation Proposal.

The engagement undertaken through the previous steps are a precursor to Powerlink 
seeking planning approval via Infrastructure Designation process. Powerlink writes 
to Queensland Government’s Planning Minister seeking endorsement to lodge an 
infrastructure designation proposal. This step does not approve the project, but does 
endorse infrastructure designation as the approval pathway for the project. 

Powerlink prepares a summary addressing matters raised in the consultation process and 
outlines what (if any) changes have been made to the proposal. 

If a change is made to the proposed infrastructure (that is considered to warrant further 
consultation), either as a consequence of a submission made during consultation or another 
circumstance, further consultation may apply to the proposal.

The State Government assesses the Environmental Assessment Report and submissions. 
All submissions are considered. If the State Government decides to approve the project, 
the decision is published in the Queensland Government Gazette. Relevant local 
governments, directly affected landholders and Powerlink are notified.

It is our standard practice to negotiate with landholders regarding compensation to acquire 
the land and easements required for new transmission infrastructure.

These negotiations generally commence once the environmental assessment has been 
finalised, but may commence earlier in the process in some instances. If negotiations reach a 
mutually acceptable outcome, formal documentation will be signed and compensation will  
be paid.

Depending on the individual circumstances and to ensure the timely delivery of the project, 
prior to negotiations concluding, Powerlink may also begin the relevant legislative process to 
resume the land necessary for the project.

Access for maintenance activities is undertaken in accordance with agreed property 
specific requirements.

Powerlink will continue to engage with stakeholders and landholders around 
maintenance and operational works over the lifespan of the infrastructure.

STEP 9
State Government Assessment and 
Approval

STEP 10
Easement acquisition 

STEP 12
Operation and maintenance

 Contact Us 
Further information about Powerlink and our projects can be downloaded from www.powerlink.com.au
General Enquiries FREECALL 1800 635 369 (during business hours) and ask for Property Services
In case of emergency FREECALL 1800 353 031 (24 hours, 7 days a week)

Email Property@powerlink.com.au 

www.powerlink.com.au  |         

Opportunity for landholders and other 
stakeholders to provide formal comment

STEP 7
Consultation

Formal consultation on the Environmental Assessment Report is undertaken by the Planning 
Minister by writing to landholders and local government inviting submissions. Simultaneously, 
Powerlink undertakes public consultation for a minimum period of 20 business days. 

Opportunity for landholders and other 
stakeholders to provide formal comment

STEP 11
Construction

We are committed to ongoing communication and engagement with landholders and 
other stakeholders throughout the construction phase.

We contact landholders to provide details about proposed construction works, confirm 
access arrangements and property-specific issues, and discuss planning to reduce 
impacts.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: FREECALL 1800 635 369  |  www.powerlink.com.au

About Powerlink
Powerlink is a leading provider of electricity 
transmission services, delivering safe, cost 
effective and reliable network solutions. Our 
transmission network extends 1,700 kilometres 
from north of Cairns to the New South 
Wales border. Our purpose is to connect 
Queenslanders to a world-class energy future, 
providing electricity to more than five million 
Queenslanders and 238,000 businesses.

Since mid-2022, Powerlink has been engaging 
with landholders, the community, Traditional 
Owners and other stakeholders on a project to 
relocate a short section of our existing Tarong 
to Middle Ridge transmission line, to safely 
accommodate future proposed mining activities 
at Stanwell Corporation Limited’s Meandu Mine. 
This transmission line plays an important role 
in safely and efficiently transporting electricity 
generated at the Tarong power stations to the 
South West Queensland area.

About the King 2 East (K2E) Project
Meandu Mine is an open-cut coal mine in the 
South Burnett, owned by Stanwell and operated 
by BUMA Australia, under strict safety and 
environmental conditions. Located in the South 
Burnett, the mine supplies black thermal coal to 
the adjacent Tarong power stations. 

The Tarong power stations, which are among 
the youngest and most reliable generators in 
the National Electricity Market, will continue 
to provide a secure supply of electricity as the 
market transitions towards a lower carbon 
future. The proposed K2E Project will extend 
the current Meandu Mine by approximately 187 
hectares (a seven per cent increase), within the 
existing mining lease. For more information,  
visit www.stanwell.com/meandu-mine-king-2-
east-project.

Stanwell intends to conduct mining within the 
current surface rights area located underneath 
this transmission line and is also currently 
seeking approval to increase the surface rights 
area of the mine, known as the King 2 East 
(K2E) project.

Acknowledgement
Powerlink acknowledges the Traditional Owners 
and their custodianship of the lands and waters 
of Queensland and in particular, the lands on 
which we operate. We pay our respect to 
their Ancestors, Elders and knowledge holders 
and recognise their deep history and ongoing 
connection to Country.

APRIL 2023 

Key points
•	 �As part of the Ministerial Infrastructure Designation 

approvals process under the Planning Act 2016 to 
confirm the most appropriate location for this relocated 
section of transmission line, Powerlink has prepared an 
Environmental Assessment Report (EAR). This report 
has been submitted to the Queensland Government 
Planning Minister for planning approval and has now 
been publicly released for review and comment. 

•	 The EAR identifies the preferred alignment for the short 
section (4.6km) of relocated transmission line. Following 
engagement with Stanwell and other affected landholders, 
the preferred alignment is directly to the east of Stanwell’s 
proposed K2E project. This minimises impacts on surrounding 
landholders and the wider community, and ensures the long-
term suitability of transmission infrastructure in the area.

•	 Submissions on the EAR are welcome by close of 
business on Monday 29 May 2023.

•	 No final decisions on the transmission line’s location will be 
made until all required approvals have been achieved.

•	 We thank all directly affected landholders and Traditional 
Owners for their ongoing assistance and involvement in 
meetings to progress the project. We will continue to keep 
stakeholders informed.

Meandu Mine Transmission Line Relocation Project
Environmental Assessment Report release 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: FREECALL 1800 635 369

About the EAR
The EAR was prepared by environmental specialists and involved ongoing engagement with directly affected 
landholders and other stakeholders, and environmental and technical assessments including on-ground cadastral and 
Cultural Heritage surveys, tower surveys and pegging.

The preferred alignment for the relocated section of transmission line is identified in the EAR and is located within 
the recommended corridor outlined in the Final Corridor Selection Report, published in January 2023. 

Following continued collaboration with Stanwell regarding their intended future mining activities, Powerlink is 
proposing to locate the replacement transmission line section immediately east of the proposed K2E boundary. This 
ensures the replacement line is as short as possible and minimises impacts to the surrounding area. The preferred 
alignment maximises the State Forest and industrial land uses in the region, with the relocated section of line 
proposed to traverse around 3.4km of State Forest and the remaining 1.2km in land owned by Stanwell. 

The proposed corridor is located several kilometres away from the nearest rural residential properties. This section 
of line is also largely obscured by State Forest, which minimises visual amenity impacts.

The EAR identifies the potential environmental, economic and social impacts of the project, and how those impacts 
can be mitigated or managed, across the whole lifecycle of the infrastructure where possible. 

The report is a public document and can be accessed in several ways:

•	 downloading from Powerlink’s website: www.powerlink.com.au/meandu 

•	 downloading from the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning’s 
(DSDILGP) website: www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/mid-consultations (visit the ‘Requests open for 
consultation’ tab towards the bottom of this webpage and search for ‘Meandu Mine’) 

•	 accessing a USB or hard copy by emailing Powerlink at projects@powerlink.com.au or phoning 1800 635 369.

Making a submission on the EAR 
Formal submissions on the EAR are now invited and 
must be received in writing by the Planning Minister 
by close of business on 29 May 2023 via DSDILGP. 
Submissions can be lodged in several ways:

•	 online: www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/mid-
consultations

•	 email: infrastructuredesignation@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au   

•	 post: PO Box 15009, City East, QLD, 4002.

For further information on the submission process, you 
can contact the Ministerial Infrastructure Designation 
team within the department on 1300 967 433 or at 
infrastructuredesignation@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au.

Stakeholders are welcome to make a submission on 
any of the topics in the EAR. As a guide, the adjacent 
table lists topics often raised during engagement and 
where to find information on these in the report.

Topic Related sections 
of the EAR 

Biosecurity Section 4.9

Bushfire risk Section 4.15

Community and stakeholder 
consultation 

Section 3 

Cultural Heritage Section 4.12

Biodiversity and flora/fauna Sections 4.7 and 4.8

Electric and magnetic fields Section 4.14

Transport and traffic Section 4.13

Visual amenity Section 4.11
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For more information on the Meandu Mine 
Transmission Line Relocation Project, 
please contact: 

Brian Gover  
Property Project Manager  
Powerlink  
Ph: 07 3860 2235 
Email: brian.gover@powerlink.com.au

	� FREECALL: 1800 635 369 
(business hours)

	 projects@powerlink.com.au

	 www.powerlink.com.au/meandu

	 Connect:           

Next steps 
Planning approval is required before a decision will 
be made about the final alignment for the proposed 
transmission line.

Current activity:

•	 Formal consultation on the EAR is being undertaken 
by the Planning Minister. Powerlink is also inviting 
submissions from anyone with an interest in  
the project.

•	 We are working directly with Traditional Owners 
in the project area to seek feedback and input on 
project planning, Cultural Heritage management and 
the EAR. 

•	 We are continuing to engage with directly affected 
landholders to provide information on the planning 
approval process and seek their further input.

Upcoming activities:

•	 The Planning Minister will review all submissions 
received on the EAR and provide Powerlink with 
information about matters raised. Powerlink will 
review this information, undertake any required 
additional investigations and respond by outlining any 
changes made. 

•	 The Planning Minister will assess the EAR and 
consider all submissions. If approval is granted, 
the decision will be published in the Queensland 
Government Gazette and notification will be 
provided to directly affected landholders, relevant 
local governments and Powerlink. 

•	 Initial construction crew mobilisation and preliminary 
site preparation works are planned to commence 
in late April 2023. We will engage with landholders, 
the community and other stakeholders regarding full 
construction works to provide further information 
on how impacts will be minimised or managed.  

We thank all directly affected landholders, including the 
Traditional Owners, for their ongoing assistance and 
involvement in meetings to progress the project. We will 
continue to keep landholders, the community and other 
stakeholders informed.

Further information
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13.4 TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 

File Number: 10/05/2023 

Author: Manager Environment and Planning 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Several questions have been posed regarding telecommunication towers. 

SUMMARY 

A request has been received to provide a report to Council which address several questions in 
relation to telecommunication towers in the South Burnett. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be received for information. 
 

BACKGROUND 

The following information has been prepared in response to a number of items raised from the 
community in relation to telecommunication towers and 5G technology. 

 

Do Council take independent studies when Council looking at Telstra/telco activities and 
work, and how do they know they are independent? 

Council does not take independent studies in relation to proposed telecommunication facilities. This 
is not within Council’s jurisdiction as it is a federal government jurisdiction. All deployment of public 
mobile telecommunications service infrastructure in Australia, which includes wireless base stations, 
small cells and antennas, must be carried out according to the Federal Industry Code C564:2020 
Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment (the Code) 1. The Code requires the supply of certain 
information as part of the consultative process with the local community and local government 
authority through a development application process if triggered. Experts who prepare the reports 
are representatives of independent companies and are not employees of the telecommunications 
providers. 

An electromagnetic energy or EME report is part of this process and is produced by an expert 
according to a methodology developed by the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety 
Agency (ARPANSA) 2. It provides objective estimates of the maximum levels of EME from a wireless 
base station or small cell for both existing and proposed upgrades to telecommunications systems 
at the site.  

The ARPANSA RF Standard provides limits of exposure which must be complied with by all radio 
installations, including wireless base stations and small cells. The limits for EME exposure given in 
the ARPANSA Standard are intended to provide protection for people of all ages and medical 
conditions when exposed 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.  

If the potential level of exposure is below the limits stated by ARPANSA, the level of exposure is 
considered acceptable.  

ARPANSA is responsible for determining the limits and Council ensures that a proponent 
demonstrates that the limits will not be exceeded through the assessment of a development 
application (if triggered).  
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Concern was raised about the use of land and if something then came onto that land that 
caused a risk (i.e., 5G transmission) 

Council does have jurisdiction to assess development applications for Telecommunications 
Facilities where the Planning Scheme makes such development assessable. This would generally 
relate to new installations which involve a change of land use for example, rural land use to 
telecommunications facility. Council will assess potential visual amenity impacts, access and the 
like. This excludes minor facilities as defined by the federal government.  

As mentioned above, exposure limits for EME are regulated at the federal level and all deployment 
of public mobile telecommunications service infrastructure in Australia, which includes wireless 
base stations, small cells and antennas, must be carried out according to the federal Industry Code 
C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment (the Code) 1. The Code requires the supply of 
certain information as part of the consultative process with the local community and local 
government authority through a development application process if triggered. Experts who prepare 
the reports are representatives of independent companies and are not employees of the 
telecommunications providers.  

Council would have to carefully consider whether it wished to purport to regulate exposure limits. 
These have been appropriately regulated by the federal government for many years through an 
agency with specific expertise in this field. The federal government has ensured a consistent 
approach across the nation in relation to acceptable exposure limits. To permit individual local 
governments to purport to regulate exposure limits, which is not something within their area of 
jurisdiction or arguably expertise, would not be prudent and would lead to difficulties in defending 
decisions based on arbitrary measures adopted by local governments, which may not be 
supported in evidence. 

 

What’s the possibility of declaring the South Burnett a 5G free zone?  

On face value, it would appear that Council’s does not have the legal ability to declare 5G free 
zones, but this may require legal advice.  

Council has a legislative responsibility to accept, assess and decide development applications as 
submitted to Council. Council’s assessment must be merit based on each application and based 
on the relevant legislative framework (Planning and other relevant legislation and standards). 

It is believed that Council does however have an advocacy role in the provision of or resistance to 
this technology to the community.  

Noting access to effective telecommunications facilities and connectivity is essential to regional 
communities, Council would have to consider whether it wishes to seek to exercise prerogative 
over the type of telecommunications technology provided to its community which currently sits 
within the ambit and expertise of the federal government.  

Council has in its Corporate Plan 2021-2026 under Growing our Region’s Economy and Prosperity 
the following action: 

• GR10 – Advocate for enhanced regional digital connectivity and black spots. 

To declare the South Burnett a 5G free zone, would conflict with Council’s own Corporate Plan. 
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With regards to telecommunications "low impact facilities", we strongly believe that once a 
notification has been issued by a carrier / telecommunications provider to Council ("letter 
sent to the General Manager"), that Council as per their general environmental duty, also 
has a responsibility to notify the public about the planned installation of either an upgrade 
to an existing telecommunications facility or the installation of a small cell, in the interests 
of full disclosure and transparency to the community, and in particular those residing in 
close proximity to the facility. This could be done by way of newspaper advertisement, a 
letterbox mailout and more effectively and possibly preferably, a public notice issued via 
Council's Facebook page. 

What is the regulated approval process for upgrade of Telstra Towers to 5G 

Low Impact Facilities under the Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities) Determination 2018 
pursuant to the Telecommunications Act 1997, are governed by federal government legislation. 
Council has no jurisdiction over Low-impact Facilities. As Council is not responsible for regulating 
the installation of these facilities it is not considered that Council has responsibility for notifying the 
public about the planned installation of them. 

If there is a belief that the general public should be notified of the proposed installation of Low-impact 
Facilities, then it is recommended that the contact be made with the Federal Government to advocate 
amendments to the Telecommunications Act 1997 to require the Telco proposing to install the Low-
impact Facility to notify the public. The notice to Council regarding the 5G upgrade at Reservoir 
Street is in attachment 1. 

 

Surveillance Cameras in Kingaroy CBD and on LED Street Lights 

Council has installed a CCTV system in the Kingaroy CBD, Kingaroy forecourt, rail trail, George 
Street Carpark (in process), River Road Park, and Memorial Park. The majority of systems are 
connected to Council’s network and in the process of being connected to the Queensland Police 
network. Officers are not aware of surveillance cameras being attached to LED street lights in 
residential areas. 

 

Council Policy Position 

Whilst the above summary provides responses to certain questions raised at a recent meeting of 
concerned residents, it is noted that several matters raised at the meeting relate to Council’s policy 
position and future direction in relation to 5G technology. No response or comments have been 
provided on these matters given the policy direction and guidance rests with Council. A summary of 
issues raised at the recent meeting of concerned residents is attached for Council’s consideration. 

In regard to organising a public information forum, it would be recommended that concerned groups 
make contact with the Australian Government and regulatory bodies that provide government advice 
on 5G.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Attachment 1 - Telstra - Kingaroy - Resident letter - Intended Actions - South Burnette 
Regional Council ⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Reservoir St Tower public meeting – 15th March 2023 ⇩   

  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15541_1.PDF
LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15541_2.PDF
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1 
 

 

 

28 April 2023 

 

Att: Planning team 

South Burnette Regional Council 

 

Sent by email to info@sbrc.qld.gov.au 

 

Re: Upgrade works at an existing mobile phone base station facility at 30 Reservoir Street, 

Kingaroy QLD 4610.  

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Notification of the proposed works at 30 Reservoir St, Kingaroy QLD (RFNSA 4610001) was 

conducted in accordance with the applicable Industry Code – Mobile Phone Base Station 

Deployment Code C564:2020.    

The Council and extended public notification process was completed on 30 March 2023. 

Telstra acknowledges that we are unable to satisfy all members of the community, however 

after consideration of the notification process Telstra has decided to proceed with the 

installation of the proposed 5G upgrade works, with construction commencing in May or early 

June 2023. These dates are approximate only and may be subject to change.  

Further, a copy of this letter has been published on the website at  

www.rfnsa.com.au/4610001/ and has been provided to the persons who have taken an 

interest of the proposal. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

AshMathulla 
Ash Mathulla 
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Street public meeting held 15th March, and if you could give us an update on the key issues as noted
below, with feedback sought on the sections in bold, thankyou.

 

Councilors in attendance:  Brett Otto, Peter O’May and Kathy Duff - thankyou again for taking the
time out of your busy schedules to hear from concerned residents, and to clarify Council's position on
high and low impact facilities.  We also thank the Burnett Today journalist for being present and giving
this story local media coverage.

 

Here is a short summary of the meeting:

 

•          talked about the history and background of 5G, and offered the book "5G Hidden
Dangers" to Council for staff to read.  Please return to 

 

•          question – do Council take independent studies when Council look at
Telstra/telco activities and work, and how do they know they are independent? – This is a
council planning team matter so I will ask the CEO to advise you on this one.

 

•         Peter O’May talked about the two development applications, ie. change of land use etc for
new structures, and consultation process under the Planning Act.  Reservoir tower already has
land use rights due to prior approval, and just requires notification.

 

•          asked about the use of land and if something then came onto that land that caused a
risk – Peter responded that Council can’t override federal legislation which regulates the
industry, Council hands are tied, they have no jurisdiction, it’s a federal issue.  David Littleproud
is the Federal Member and we are encouraged to contact Mr Littleproud as it is a federal Govt
issue.  Brett said ALGA wrote to Federal Govt in approx. 2019 asking to consider changes to the
legislation to allow Councils to have a say, but the Federal Govt didn't act on that.  There were,
however, sufficient Councils who were concerned they were being bypassed, and this is a
concern that Mayors and Councils across Australia have. Brett will put this to Council to see if
there’s something they can do on this to help represent the voices of the community. –
have put in a request to have a report brought to the 12 April committee meeting, will let
you know once advised if this will be available at this time.

 

•          question – what’s the possibility of declaring the South Burnett a 5G free zone?  Brett
will take this to Council if that’s the will of the people, but Council as a whole need to vote
and make this decision, and then would need to take it to the community for
consideration.  As above - have put in a request to have a report brought to the 12 April
committee meeting, will let you know once advised if this will be available at this time.

 

 

•         Further, in regards to 5G moratorium, Brett said every year Councils have an
opportunity to put forward a motion at the Council National Conference in Canberra, and
there could be the opportunity for the Local Govt Association of Australia to take an issue
to the federal Govt, however, we have missed this year's meeting scheduled for July, but
Council can put forward a motion at next year's meeting where all Councils can take a
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vote which is then taken to the Federal Govt.  Brett said Council has a community
engagement policy that defines how decisions are made, and as a request from the community
to consider a 5G moratorium is put to Council as to how to proceed, what consultation with the
community should occur etc as part of the decision-making process, ie. public meetings, info
flyers, run a poll etc.  The majority of Council members are required to move the motion, it may
even be a national thing, more research required as to how to proceed at local Govt level.  Peter
suggested this process may be at least a six month process, and would require budget
requirements for independent scientific reports/advice etc, it is a big decision.  He said that
Council have campaigned for years to actively get black spot communications, so to now turn
that around, community consultation would need to be quite thorough. As above - have put in a
request to have a report brought to the 12 April committee meeting, will let you know
once advised if this will be available at this time.

 

 

•          said that 'active antennas' could be placed on your roof that seeks the signal, you
don’t need 5G.

 

•          asked about the streetlights and sensors on lights and posts, the cabling installed
under the roads, footpaths etc in the CBD and the possible collection of data, and general
concerns about surveillance and surveillance infrastructure.  Peter said fibre optic cabling (dark
fibre) has been installed and said Kingaroy is to become a smart city, with the intention to
improve internet capacity and to facilitate internet-based business and to conduct telehealth. 
CCTV cameras are installed around the town hall for crime prevention.  Sensors only to activate
dark and light on street lights, but no other surveillance/sensors are in place for other purposes.  

 

•         Brett to put to Council meeting and ask about the purpose of the conduit under the
CBD and streets, any surveillance equipment in the Kingaroy area, specifically the
streetlights, and in residential areas, if so where is it etc. so that we can hear from the
people who did the design work, and so it gets brought out in the public. This was also
included in my meeting report request, will let you know.

 

•          question - is Council prepared to hold a town hall with experts that claim 5G is safe vs
those experts who say it's not.  Brett said this could be put to Council for consideration.
This was also included in my meeting report request, will let you know as to who is the
responsible body what is the appropriate process.

 

 

•         Unacceptable "community consultation" with respect to "low impact facilities", ie. minimum is
done:  sign placed on fence of facility and a letter sent to the "General Manager" of SBRC.  No
further communication or engagement to residents in the area by the carrier or by Council.  Peter
said the communication required by the regulator is vague, very open and unclear.  Brett
recommended to contact the Federal Member to put concerns to (see below).  

 

•         We are incredibly appreciative to Brett for emailing David Littleproud's office the very
evening of this public meeting, 15th March, and are awaiting further advice from David
Littleproud's office/Telstra, as to an extension of time for proper community
consultation/engagement in regards to community concerns.
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Thankyou

 

on behalf of concerned residents
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14 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES - (PLANNING, BUILDING, PLUMBING) 

14.1 LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE PENDING COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT REPORT 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Administration Officer 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

List of correspondence pending completion of assessment report. 

SUMMARY 

Reports pending completion of assessment as of 31 April 2023. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the List of correspondence pending completion of assessment report as of 31 April 2023 be 
received. 

REPORT 

Reconfiguration of a lot (RAL) applications 

1. RAL22/0011 – Easement associated with MCU22/0004 at 79 Zerners Road MURGON 

2. RAL22/0028 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Subdivision (1 Lot into 2 Lots) at 1304 Wattlegrove 
Road, WATTLEGROVE 

3. RAL22/0042 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Subdivision (1 Lot into 10 Lots) at 14503 D’Aguilar 
Highway, NANANGO 

4. RAL23/0002 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Boundary Realignment at 858 Memerambi 
Gordonbrook Road GORDONBROOK 

5. RAL23/0003 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Access Easement at Knight Street KINGAROY 
6. RAL23/0004 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Combined Application Subdivision (1 Lot into 31 

Lots) and associated Operational Work at Kelvyn Street KINGAROY (not properly made) 
7. RAL23/0005 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Subdivision (1 Lot into 3 Lots) at 43 Brett Road 

BLACKBUTT SOUTH 
8. RAL23/0006 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Subdivision (1 Lot into 2 Lots) at 46 Kingaroy 

Burrandowan Road TAABINGA 
9. RAL23/0007 – Reconfiguration of a lot – Boundary Realignment at Weens Road KINGAROY 

(not properly made) 
10. RAL23/0008 – Reconfiguring a lot – Easement (associated with MCU23/0008) at 20 Fork Hill 

Drive KINGAROY (not properly made) 

Material Change of Use (MCU) Applications 

1. MCU21/0017 – Material Change of Use – Expansion of the existing piggery (57,000SPU) at 
592 Morgans Road, WINDERA (and described as Lot 49 on MZ555 & Lot 203 on SP251979) 

2. MCU21/0019 – Other Change to Existing Approval - Material Change of Use (Master Planned 
Community and Development Permit for Reconfiguration of a lot (1 lot into 6 lots plus parkland 
dedication) at Corner Bunya Highway & Taylors Road KINGAROY 

3. MCU22/0004 – Extractive Industry and Easement at 79 Zerners Road MURGON 

4. MCU22/0009 – Intensive Animal Industry at 97 Schloss Road CUSHNIE 
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5. MCU22/0011 – Motorsport and Ancillary Facilities and Caretakers’ Residence and ERA (63) 
for Sewerage Treatment at Lewis Duff Road BALLOGIE 

6. MCU22/0018 – Agricultural supplies store and Special Industry (Manufacturing fertiliser) and 
concurrent ERA 7 (Chemical Manufacturing) at 107 River Road KINGAROY 

7. MCU22/0034 – Major Utility Infrastructure – Solar Farm at Bowman Road BLACKBUTT 

8. MCU23/0002 – Material Change of Use – Three (3) Additional Short-Term Accommodation 
Units at 5 Evelyn Street KINGAROY 

9. MCU23/0003 – Material Change of Use – Warehouse (Self-Storage Facility) at 41-43 Pring 
Street WONDAI 

10. MCU23/0005 – Material Change of Use – Warehouse at Bunya Highway KINGAROY 

11. MCU23/0006 – Material Change of Use – Dual Occupancy at 27B Kingaroy Street KINGAROY 

12. MCU23/0007 – Minor Change to Existing Approval – Material Change of Use (Increase to 
Number of Units and Associated Layout Changes) at 95 Markwell Street KINGAROY 

13. MCU23/0008 – Material Change of Use – Food & Drink Outlet and Function Facility 
(associated with RAL23/0008) at 20 Fork Hill Drive MOFFATDALE (not properly made) 

Operational Works (OPW) Applications        

1. OPW23/0002 – Roadworks at 79 Tim Dwyer Road EAST NANANGO 

2. OPW23/0005 – Filling or excavation at 468 Proston Boondooma Road ROSTON 

3. OPW23/0006 – Operational work associated with RAL23/0004 at Kelvyn Street KINGAROY 
(not properly made) 

4. OPW23/0007 – Roadwork, stormwater, drainage work and earthworks at Oliver Road 
KINGAROY 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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14.2 DELEGATED AUTHORITY REPORTS (1 APRIL 2023 TO 31 APRIL 2023) 

File Number: 10-05-2023 

Author: Coordinator Development Services 

Authoriser: General Manager Infrastructure  

  
PRECIS 

Reports signed by the Chief Executive Officer under delegated authority. 

SUMMARY 

This report comprises a listing of any reports approved by delegated authority from the 1 April 2023 
until the 31 April 2023. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Delegated Authority report be received. 

BACKGROUND 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. MCU22/0022 - Material Change of Use for the Use Short Term Accommodation 84m2 
GFA (within a Secondary Dwelling) at 17 Fork Hill Drive MOFFATDALE ⇩  

2. MCU22/0035 - Minor Change to Existing Development Approval (MCU21/0007) of 

Material Change of Use (Food & Drink Outlet) at 50 King Street NANANGO ⇩  
3. OPW23/0003 - Operational Works (Earthworks, Stormwater and Access) at 1 Rogers 

Drive KINGAROY ⇩  
4. RAL22/0030 - Change Representations for Reconfiguration of a Lot (1 Lot into 7 Lots in 

Two Stages) at 31 Heights Road GLAN DEVON ⇩   

  

LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_files/LGAFS_20230510_AGN_2483_AT_Attachment_15536_1.PDF
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