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14.6 VANDALISM AND DAMAGE TO MEMORIAL PARK KINGAROY 
File Number: 22/02/2023 
Author: Acting General Manager Liveability 
Authoriser: Chief Executive Officer  
  
PRECIS 
Replacement cost and damage summary due to vandalism and property destruction at Kingaroy 
Memorial Park playground equipment, rubber soft-fall and shade sail. 

SUMMARY 
Kingaroy Memorial Park shade sail was set alight on the 19th July, 2024 causing significant damage 
to the playground equipment and soft-fall below. The damage was assessed the next morning and 
the park was closed for safety reasons.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
That South Burnett Regional Council: 
1. Progress the repairs to the Kingaroy Memorial Park playground equipment, soft-fall and shade 

structure and install additional lighting and CCTV to improve community safety and reduce 
vandalism. 

2. Reallocation building capital budget of $223,405 from the existing 24/25 program and 
allocation $51,595 from the Building Restricted Cash. 

3. Consider funding of $150,000 in the 25/26 capital expenditure budget to replace playground 
equipment that is at end of life, some of which has already been removed from site. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
The project represents a significant investment to replace damaged and vandalised infrastructure 
in the order of $225,000 in the 24/25 capital expenditure budget. Also, the budget of $50,000 to 
install security cameras and lighting is required to reduce the risk and occurrence of vandalism and 
to improve public safety.  
 
To aid in affordability, a staged delivery is recommended with an additional capital expenditure 
budget allowance of $150,000 in the 25/26 budget for replacement of playground equipment which 
has been removed due to being non-compliant and at end of life.  
Total Indicative Cost – Memorial Park $8,215,000.00 

LINK TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
EC1 Develop and implement initiatives to enhance community parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities, which may include: tree planting strategy, botanical gardens and perennial (drought 
tolerant) shrubs and flower planting programme. 
OR2 Achieve community recognition as an ethical Council that values and practices community 
consultation, accountable governance and open and transparent decision-making. 
OR3 Manage Council assets effectively through the development and implementation of Asset 
Management Plans. 
OR6 Implement consultative, responsible and sound project management practices. 
OR15 Continue to give priority to ongoing Audit and Risk and prudent management. 
OPL/15 Provide well planned and maintained open space, parks and rail trails network to meet the 
recreation and social needs of the community. 
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OPL/39 Investigate options for the development of a program for the installation of unique 
recreational facilities in each community. 
OPL/41 Review the operation and maintenance of security cameras throughout the region. 

COMMUNICATION/CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL) 
Council’s Acting Manager of Parks and Parks Coordinator has communicated with Queensland 
Police Service regarding criminal charges and compensation for damages. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 
Council’s officers have investigated Insurance for the replacement of Park Assets. Individual Park 
assets have not been insured under Council Building and Park Assets. 

POLICY/LOCAL LAW DELEGATION IMPLICATIONS 
Install of CCTV will be operated under Council’s Surveillance Camera Operations Policy. 

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
The replacement improvements to Memorial Park will include replacement of assets and soft fall to 
reinstate a similar level of amenity that was present prior to the damage. The future design of park 
equipment to be rural and farming themed and aimed at a similar age group as the removed 
equipment. Ongoing maintenance of the park assets will reduce due to a lower level of maintenance 
and overall cost over life of reduction.  

REPORT 
Kingaroy Memorial Park precinct was vandalised five times in July with the most significant 
occurrence being on July 19th. Damage varied but included fires and vandalism in the amenities 
block, destruction of playground equipment, shade sail and rubber soft-fall.  
 
Shade Sail $    3,604 Replace burnt and damaged shade sail. 
Four Tower Playground $  67,617 Modern replacement of comparable equipment. 
Soft-Fall Replacement $  82,000 Replacing rubber soft-fall compatible with new equipment. 
Replacement slides $  23,000 Replacing slide and sections of tubular slide. 
Fencing $    2,000 Fix and replace section of damaged playground fence. 
Demolition/Clean Up $  15,000 Removed damaged equipment and make safe. 
Equipment Installation $  12,533 Installation of new playground equipment. 
Contingency $  20,000 Allowance for risk and cost escalation. 
CCTV and Lighting 
Improvements 

$50,000 Improve community safety and manage community 
vandalism. 

Total $275,000  
 
The people of the South Burnett: residents, visitors, existing and potential users of the park are 
negatively impacted by this deliberate damage.  
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In addition to the above damage there is a significant number of items in the park which is no 
longer compliant and at end of life and requires replacing. The cost of replacement equipment is 
tabled below; 
 
Barn $  42,970 
Tractor and Slide $  43,200 
Horse Double Rocker $    3,000 
Cow Rocker $    2,640 
Animal See-Saw $  11,600 
Carousel Spinner with Seating $  12,250 
Platform Seating $    5,000 
Bench Seating $    2,000 
Contingency/Cost Escalation $  22,500 
TOTAL $150,000 

 
The completion (and possibly order) of stages and activities will be dependent on Council 
resources and funding availability. 
 
Capital Works Project budgets proposed to be reallocated to repair Kingaroy Memorial Park. 
 
Kingaroy Aerodrome ARO Office $50,000 
Cemetery Signage $43,405 
Priority Playground Audit $20,000 
Softfall – Kingaroy $100,000 
Murgon PCYC Balustrading $10,000 
Building Asset Restricted Cash $51,995 
Total $275,000 

 
Total Indicative Cost – Memorial Park $8,215,000.00 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. General Photo   
2. Damaged Slide   
3. Stair Damage   
4. Four Towers Damage   
5. Fire Damage   
6. Fence Damage   
7. New Equipment   
8. Quote for New Equipment    
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